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MADISON, Wis. (AP) — 
Faced with hospitals run-
ning out of beds and staff  
to treat the rising number 
of COVID-19 patients, the 
leader of the Wisconsin 
Hospital Association plead-
ed � ursday with Demo-
cratic Gov. Tony Evers and 
state legislative leaders to 
come together immediate-
ly to fi ght the virus before 
the current crisis becomes 
a catastrophe.

� e governor and law-
makers should take steps 
to slow the spread of 
COVID-19, address imme-
diate hospital bed short-
ages and staffi  ng needs, 
create alternative care fa-
cilities and expand contact 
tracing, Hospital Associa-
tion President Eric Borg-
erding wrote in the letter.

“Wisconsin faces a pub-

lic health crisis the likes of 
which we have not experi-
enced in three generations,” 
Borgerding said. “A crisis 
of this magnitude caused 
by a virus that is so clearly 
raging across all of Wiscon-
sin demands a unifi ed and 
substantial response. Your 
joint leadership is critical 
to improve this situation, 
allowing everyone to get 
back to our way of life soon-
er.”

Republican legislative 
leaders who were sent the 
letter — Assembly Speak-
er Robin Vos and Senate 
Majority Leader Devin 
LeMahieu — did not im-
mediately return messages 
seeking comment. Evers’ 
spokeswoman reacted by 
referring to Evers’ previous 
comments that mirrored 
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JEFFERSON — More than 
a week after a Twitter post 
involving President Donald 
Trump and Democrat Joe 
Biden spread through the 
community, school offi  cials 
have met and are working 
toward a solution to the 
incident that involves the 
school’s principal.

School offi  cials also clar-
ifi ed their stance on polit-
ical expression on school 
grounds, saying they have 
allowed students to wear 
T-shirts or other clothing 

of a political nature and to 
display political fl ags.

� e School District of Jef-
ferson Board of Education 
did not take action imme-
diately following a closed 
session meeting on a per-
sonnel issue Tuesday night.

Tuesday’s meeting came 
on the heels of Jeff erson 
High School Principal Steve 
Dinkel being placed on tem-
porary administrative leave 
as an incident involving a 
post he allegedly made on a 
private, non-school-affi  liat-
ed Twitter account remains 
under investigation.

While Dinkel remains on 
leave and the investigation 

continues, Jeff erson High 
School Associate Principal 
Richard Lehman is oversee-
ing the school.

� e issue came to the at-
tention of the public when 
a screenshot of the post 
under Dinkel’s name was 
shared by a district resi-
dent who questioned why 
students had to take down 
Trump fl ags fl ying from 
their vehicles but the prin-
cipal could post a meme on 
Twitter that showed Pres-
ident-Elect Joe Biden put-
ting current President Don-
ald Trump in a headlock.

� e caption accompany-
ing the meme, appearing to 

gloat over Biden’s electoral 
victory, read, “Who’s Sleepy 
now, b----?” a reference 
to Trump’s nickname for 
Biden, “Sleepy Joe.”

While the school board 
was not ready to take ac-
tion on the issue during 
Tuesday’s meeting, in the 
meantime Jeff erson schools 
Superintendent Mark 
Rollefson sent out a memo 
to district parents Tuesday 
clarifying the fl ag incident 
and the high school’s policy 
regarding political expres-
sion on school grounds.

� e juxtaposed post from 
the community member, 
which was shared widely 

throughout the community 
and sent to area media out-
lets, seemed to suggest that 
students had been made 
to take down Trump fl ags 
they were fl ying from their 
trucks because of their po-
litical viewpoint.

� e community mem-
ber’s post read “so our Prin-
cipal can do this [screen-
shot of political tweet 
content]” but “students 
cannot do this [photo of 
fl agpole on truckbed with 
fl ags supporting President 
Trump].”

Actually, Rollefson said 
in his Tuesday memo, it 
was Associate Principal 

Lehman, and not Dinkel, 
who had asked a student to 
take down a fl agpole with 
four fl ags on it standing up-
right in a truck bed parked 
near the school.

� e upright, 30-foot fl ag-
pole was considered a safe-
ty hazard, and school offi  -
cials feared that the pole, 
being top-heavy and se-
cured only in a milk crate in 
the back of the truck, might 
topple in the wind and 
damage nearby vehicles.

Rollefson said he was in-
formed of Lehman’s action 
at the time and supported 
it for safety reasons.
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JUNEAU — � e Juneau 
Common Council adopted 
its 2021 budget Tuesday, 
and taxes are going up a 
bit even though spending is 
falling.

� e tax rate of $8.83 per 
assessed $1,000 value is an 

increase of 8 cents from 
the number homeowners 
realized last December. A 
Juneau resident would pay 
$1,766 in city property tax-
es on a home assessed at 
$200,000.

� e total general 
fund budget for 2021 is 
$2,230,387 with a tax levy of 
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
downtown. CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
Watertown Forestry employee Randy Busler 
loops some cord around a holiday wreath 
Thursday morning so it can be attached to 
the decorative light poles on Church Street.
Watertown Forestry employee Ryan Thurow 
fastens a wreath to a light pole under a clear 
sky. Wreaths sit atop a Watertown forestry 
truck.
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Fisher Barton, founded 
in Watertown in 1973, with 
operations in Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Texas, South Caro-
lina, Ireland and Vietnam, 
has announced that Scott 
A. Hoff man is its new CEO.

Fisher Barton is a Water-
town-based group of eight 
businesses that serves the 
agricultural, construction, 
corrugated, forestry, lawn 
and garden, medical, pow-
er transmission and recy-
cling industries.

Hoff man, who previous-
ly was vice president of the 
Municipal Products Group 
at Neenah Enterprises, 
Inc. and president of the 
Wise Company, a Mem-
phis-based seating system 
manufacturer, fi lls the 
post that has been held on 
an interim basis since July 
by Craig Smith. Smith will 
return to his position as 
president of Fisher Barton 
TST in Sun Prairie.

“Hoff man has more than 
30 years of leadership ex-
perience, largely in cast-

ing, stamping and preci-
sion-machined products 
in the heavy truck, marine, 
and foundry industries,” a 
media release from Fish-
er Barton stated, adding 
he has a track record of 
success in sales and mar-
keting, supply chain and 
product development.

“Scott’s record of lead-
ership and demonstrated 
expertise in the manufac-
turing sector make him an 
ideal person to lead our or-
ganization,” David Wilkey, 
board chairman of Fisher 

Barton said. “He under-
stands the advantages that 
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