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J.R. Martinez is among the 
hosts of “American Veteran,” 
a four-part, four-hour series 
that premieres Tuesday on 
PBS (check local listings).
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Fall cleaning

Ed Zagorski
LEFT: The exterior of the water tower on 
Western Avenue was cleaned Thursday. This 
is necessary maintenance for the water 
tower. MIDDLE RIGHT: Water Tower Clean 
and Coat owner Russ Fiene operates the 
controls of a robotic cleaning system, which 
rotates around the water tower on a trolley 
system on top of the tower. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Water Tower Clean and Coat employee Sam 
Paque uses a guide rope to help move or pull 
the robotic cleaning system in place when 
needed. 
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The City of Watertown 
recorded another COVID-
19-related death earlier 
this week bringing the total 
to 47, Watertown Health 
Officer and Director Carol 
Quest told common coun-
cil members Tuesday.

Quest said as of Monday 
there were 3,107 confirmed 
cases with 36 of them being 
active.

“Our recent peak was 
Sept. 26, when we had 81 
active confirmed cases,” 
Quest said. “We are in a 
much better position and 
I’m hoping it continues.”

She said out of the total 

number of confirmed cases 
there are 412 total cumu-
lative probable cases with 
18 of them categorized 
as active probable cases. 
Quest said there are 123 
open contact investigations 
with 4.34% of the individ-
uals hospitalized with con-
firmed COVID-19 cases.

Quest said the Water-
town Health Department 
administered 4,887 first 
doses and 4,412 second 
doses totaling 9,299 vac-
cines.

However, Watertown 
lags behind the state in 
the percentage of individ-
uals vaccinated against 

By Steve Sharp

steves@wdtimes.com

JEFFERSON — Con-

centrated areas of Dodge 

and, especially, Jefferson 

County, have grown sub-

stantially in population 

between the 2010 and 2020 

US censuses, while others 

— including Watertown 

— have shown unsettling 
declines.

Ixonia, Johnson Creek, 
Lake Mills and Waterloo 
are examples of communi-
ties that have grown in the 
southern area of the Daily 
Times readership area, 
while in Dodge County to 
the north, locales like Ash-
ippun, Neosho, Portland 
and Reeseville also saw 

increases in their popula-
tions.

Larger municipalities 
from north to south, such 
as the cities of Juneau, 
Watertown and Jefferson, 
however, have shrunk con-
siderably in terms of popu-
lation over the past decade.

The City of Fort Atkin-
son defied that trend, gain-
ing 211 citizens, going from 

12,368 to 12,579.
The Jefferson County 

portion of the City of Water-
town went from 15,402 
in 2010 to 14,674 in 2020, 
a decline of 728 people, 
or 4.96%. The northern, 
Dodge County side of the 
city, decreased from 8,459 
people in 2010 to 8,252 in 
2020, down 207 people, or 
2.4%. In total the city went 

from 23,861 residents in 
2010 to 22,926 in 2020.

Jefferson County, as a 
whole, grew from 83,686 
to 84,900 residents in 10 
years, a difference of 1,214 
and 1.43%. Dodge County’s 
grand total for population 
grew from 88,759 in 2010 
to 89,396 in 2020, a differ-
ence of 637, or .7%.

“ G e n e r a l l y,  t h e 

population increases have 
followed the major trans-
portation arteries of Inter-
state 94 and State High-
way 26, in places like Lake 
Mills, Johnson Creek, Fort 
Atkinson and Ixonia,” Jef-
ferson County Board of 
Supervisors Chairman 
Steve Nass said. “This is 

Who are the population winners and losers?

Watertown nears 
50 COVID-19  

related deaths

By Ed Zagorski
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JUNEAU — A 52-year-
old Watertown man was 
found guilty of his sixth 
drunken driving offense.

Dennis Zimmerman 
entered a no contest plea 
to the charge and was 
found guilty Wednesday 
by Dodge County Circuit 
Court Judge Kristine Snow.

Zimmerman’s sentenc-
ing is scheduling for Nov. 
8 in Dodge County Cir-
cuit Court; and, he faces a 
$25,000 fine and 10 years 
in prison.

According to the crim-
inal complaint, Zimmer-
man struck a delivery 
truck with his car and fled 
the scene at 4:30 p.m. Fri-
day on North Water Street. 
Watertown police officers 
located the driver inside 
his vehicle in a driveway in 

the 100 block of Leonard 
Street.

When the officer made 
contact with Zimmerman, 
the criminal complaint 
said, he smelled an odor of 
intoxicants and found Zim-
merman with bloodshot 
eyes. The officer also said 
Zimmerman was unsteady 
on his feet and slurring his 

MADISON, Wis. (AP) 
— Wisconsin Gov. Tony 
Evers told Republican 
lawmakers to start over on 
their redistricting plans, 
saying Thursday they will 
“have to do better” if they 
expect him to sign the pro-
posals that would solidify 
the majorities already in 
place.

The GOP-proposed 
maps are largely based on 
the current lines drawn by 
Republicans a decade ago, 

districts that Democrats 
have assailed as uncon-
stitutionally gerryman-
dered.

Republicans unveiled 
their legislative and con-
gressional maps on 
Wednesday and sched-
uled a public hearing for 
Oct. 28 before voting on 
them in early November. 
Evers, a Democrat, would 
have to sign the bills to 
make the maps law, but 
he made clear that would 

not happen with the cur-
rent proposals. He called 
for the public hearing to 
be delayed.

“It’s unconscionable 
and insulting to the peo-
ple of this state, frankly, 
that Republicans think 
they can pass another set 
of gerrymandered maps 
modeled after the same 
gerrymandered ones we’ve 
had for a decade,” Evers 
said in a statement. “Wis-
consinites won’t stand for 

it, and I won’t either — it’s 
just as simple as that.”

Republican legisla-
tive leaders, Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos and 
Senate Majority Leader 
Devin LeMahieu, have not 
returned messages seek-
ing comment. When they 
released the maps, Vos and 
LeMahieu said they were 
fair and drawn after con-
sidering input from the 
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