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NEWS
Jefferson County officials looking for ways to link 

Waterloo area with emergency communication 

system. • A2

SPORTS
Brewers best Braves in Atlanta, 2-1, to 

take series and move 20 games above 

.500 on strong road trip. • B1
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After 25 years, Linda 
Werth still enjoys her job, 
even though it includes 
cleaning, history, and deal-
ing with the public.

Werth has been man-
ager at Watertown’s Octa-
gon House for the past 
quarter century. And she 
still enjoys going to work, 
overseeing the city’s histor-
ical home, along with the 
First Kindergarten in the 
United States which is also 
located on the home’s prop-
erty at 919 Charles St.

Werth was born and 
raised in Berlin, Wis., and 
moved to Watertown when 
she was 25-years-old for a 
job at Thorp Financial. “I 
liked the location,” Werth 
said, pointing out the city 
is located between Madi-
son and Milwaukee where 
there were big shopping 
districts.

She remained in the 
community, and met her 
husband here. She also 
worked at Tri Mart and the 
former Watertown Memo-
rial Hospital before being 
hired to manage the city’s 
famous eight-sided home.

The octagon house 
in Watertown was con-
structed in the 1850s on 
top of a hill overlooking the 
Rock River. It was consid-
ered to be the largest sin-
gle-family residence of the 
pre-Civil War period with 
eight sides and five sto-
ries. The home, built by 
John Richards, who was far 
ahead of his time with the 
home that included its own 
inside water system.

Over the years, she 
has seen the construc-
tion of the porch around 
the famous John Richards’ 
house, helped repaint the 
spindles and floor boards, 
saw repairs on the windows 
and was able to go into the 
attic of the First Kinder-
garten building when it 
was reroofed. Removing 
the roof from the First Kin-
dergarten is the only way 
to gain access to the upper 

section of the building, 
Werth said. “It was very 
interesting.”

Three years ago she 
also saw the construction 
of the history center that 
she staffs on the property. 
In June, July and August, 
the facilities are open noon 
to 3 p.m. every day except 
Tuesdays. During May, Sep-
tember and October, the 
structures are only open 
weekends.

“It is so educational. It 
is a history of Watertown,” 
Werth said. “There is a lot 
of history in Watertown 
with these old buildings.”

One plus of the job is 
meeting so many people, 
from around the United 
States and the world.

Everyone who visits 
the site has a story to tell, 
Werth said. “They are on 
vacation and they are hav-
ing a good time,” she said.

She recalled about five 
years ago a group of visi-
tors came from Japan seek-
ing out the First Kindergar-
ten. A Japanese professor 
wanted to know where the 
founder of the First Kinder-
garten resided in the city. 
Werth said she told them 
the location and sent them 
on their way in a taxi.

“The next day they came 
back at the end of the day,” 
Werth said. “They asked 
again about the location 
and being at the end of the 
day, I took them in my car 
out there.” She denied their 
invitation to go out to eat. 
She later learned they were 
writing a book about kin-
dergartens and she was 
included in the book, along 
with a photo.

People from all over the 
world stop in Watertown to 

Linda Werth

Diane Graff
Linda Werth stands on the front steps of the Octagon House. 
She has been manager of the historical site for the past 25 
years.
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Although the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention recommends 
even vaccinated people 
return to wearing masks 
indoors, area school dis-
tricts are taking the “wait 
and see” approach and 
relaxing their policies on 
wearing masks for teach-
ers and students this year.

Watertown Unified 
School District Superin-
tendent Cassandra Schug 
said her district will fol-
low the key safety proto-
cols and COVID-19 safety 
plan approved last week.

“We will not be requir-
ing face coverings in the 
Watertown Unified School 
District,” Schug said. “We 
will be continuing to 

monitor guidance from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control, Department of 
Human Services and our 
local Watertown Health 
Department as well as our 
local data as the school 
year evolves.”

However, Schug said 
if teachers and students 
want to wear masks they 
can.

Dodgeland School 
District Administra-
tor Annette Thompson 
agreed.

“Based on our local 
data and in consultation 
with Dodge County Pub-
lic Health Department, 
we plan on having face 
masks optional at this 
time. If our local data 
changes, our plan allows 
for a change,” Thompson 
said. “Parents may decide 

to have their child wear a 
face mask, which we sup-
port and respect. We will 
closely monitor this evolv-
ing situation and make 
any changes that are nec-
essary to keep our stu-
dents and staff safe.”

Hustisford School 
District Administrator 
Heather Cramer said her 
school board will discuss 
the issue at its Aug. 16 
meeting.

President Joe Biden said 
Thursday federal employ-
ees and on-site contrac-
tors will be required to get 
COVID-19 vaccines or face 
regular testing and mask 
restrictions. Biden cited 
the new CDC recommen-
dations as the basis for his 
decision to wearing masks 
indoors in parts of the U.S. 
where the delta variant of 

the coronavirus is fueling 
infection surges.

The COVID-19 proto-
cols for the School Dis-
trict of Jefferson include 
a relaxation in the mask 
requirement that held fast 
for the entire past year.

However, masks are 
still “strongly encouraged” 
for the unvaccinated, and 
masks will still be required 
on school buses. There 
will also be classroom sit-
uations, such as when stu-
dents are working closely 
together, when masks will 
be required.

New this year in the 
School District of Jeffer-
son, COVID-19 testing will 
be available at the schools. 
The district requested 
free rapid testing kits 

As delta spreads, schools go 
to wait-and-see on masks

PANDEMIC

By Daily Times Staff  

and Associated Press

MILWAUKEE (AP) — 
The National Weather 
Service has confirmed at 
least four tornadoes — 
including three in the area 
between Watertown and 
Concord — caused wide-
spread damage in Wiscon-
sin early Thursaday and 
contributed to at least one 
death.

The storm that hit the 
Concord area was the 
most severe with winds 
of 105 mph and ripped a 
12.62-mile path while the 
twister was on the ground. 
But an area southwest of 

Watertown and a section 
in Farmington also were 
hit by tornadoes packing 
windows of 75 to 80 mph.

There were no injuries 
or deaths reported in the 
Jefferson County storms.

Quinn Boehning, 29, 
was killed after crash-
ing into a fallen tree and 
power line near the town of 
Ripon about 6 a.m. Thurs-
day, according to the State 
Patrol.

The severe weather 
began Wednesday evening 
in northwestern Wiscon-
sin and pushed south and 

Winds hit 105 in 3 local tornadoes

The National Weather Service has released this map showing the path of one of the most severe tornadoes to hit the 
area Thursday in the Concord-Dousman area. The triangles shows where the EF1 (“modederate”) tornado caused dam-
age as it moved east-southeast from 1:05 to 1:20 a.m. across a 12.62 mile path. The tornado, packing windows of 105 
mph at its peak, carved a path up to 200 yards wide.

Contributed
A “weak” EF 0 tornado, the lowest on the Enhanced Fujita 
Scale, carved a path early Thursday southwest of Water-
town from Horeshoe to Ebeneezer roads, according to the 
National Weather Service. With winds up to 80 mph, the 
twister did most of its damage on Hilltop Road just north 
of Highway A. Between 1:05 and 1:07 a.m., the funnel trav-
eled 3.14 miles and left a path of destruction up to 100 
yards wide. The highest level on the Fujita scale is EF5 for 
twisters with winds of 200 mph or more.See Tornadoes, Page A6

See Masks, Page A6

See Werth, Page A6
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