Ve De D MEOLLINA ——

: {5@ - OFﬁAV(L‘iSTTEw enalh3c19%2. S 16
S ]-E .‘-P‘.F.'l b 75

To & Comnander-in-Chlef, Unit=d States Pacifioc Flest.

Subjact: sctlon off North Coast Cuadalccnal, Zarly korning of
Ho:;mbﬁr 13, 1942, roport of, (3rd Savo Island Nighs
Ag OLl} .

Reforences: (a) U.3. Navy Regulations, 1920, Arts, 712 and 874(6).

zb PacFlt Conf. 1tr 24CL~42 of June 21, 1942,

¢} US) HiLiNA Secwet airmailgram 140001 to CT® 67.

zd US3 HILENA Secret Alrmailgram 152121 %o CT® 67,

8} CT® 67 Secret 151012 to Com3oPao.

v () U33 4 1ZNA Secret Ltr. CL50/416-3(005) of Nov. 14,

1942, on sinking of JUNZAU,
CTF 67 Sacr5 despatch NZM 225 - 120133.
NM 387 - 130200, '
USS HiLENA Seoret deapatch 121610 to Radio Tulegil.
“’”sig US3 ILILENA Seoret despatoh 122005 to QomAirSoPac,-

UGS itz =waA Saaret ltr. CL50/4A16-=3{(00 of Oc%. .20
1942 on Action Nizhe 11-1: 52;ch2£, &) - ’

) Track Chart of HZLENA,

) Extracts from T3 Loge.

) Copy of Report of Lieutenant Roger W. 0'Neil,
MC=-V(G) , USNR, senlor survivor JUNIAU. -

) Copy H.LENA BT to B-17 Plane on Now. 13, 1942,

) Sail Goeorge Radar Offiocer'a Resport.

1, -In accordance with references {(a) and (b) the following
report 13 submitted followlng the sequence given in emolosure (A) of
reference (b).

g (1) Comments on and summary of outatanding events.

As stated in the H:LENA's report of the NNlght Action off
. ~ Savo Island on 11-12 Qctoboer, reference (k) par. 1(1) end 1{5-c}, the
¢ |  wvalue of the Sail George Radar oamnot be overamphasized., It was 1in-
i  valuable, and was the sole means of kesping the OT0 informed of the
eneny prior to aight contact. The OTO was informed of the approximate
formation, general size of ships (large or small), bearing, distanee,
course and apecd, Thias information started at about 31,900 ysrds on
true vearing 310°, as is shown in Enclosure (B). It wee necessary %o
= send this in voice oode via TBS as the flagshlp wes not so eguipped
with 2@ Redar und tharafore must rely on outside informstion. With
this invaluable instrument available every posslble =£fort should be

made t0 ab least e ulp flagships with it, .~
X i
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Subjoct: * lotion off North Coast Guadaloansl, Saxly lorning of
siovember 13, 1942, weport of. {(3rd Savo Island Night
Action). {continued). . .

-----.---------

| l/A.nemam:;r cruiser 1lluminated this ship by searchlight, simd-

L $anecusly opening fire, prior to our forge commencing fire, two hita
doing minor metasrial denage were at once roglstered.” 31ze of projectile
fragusnts and base plug, height and size of gearchlight, and radar im-
age confirm thia.

The enemy were very evidently equipped with bombaxrdmnent
amminition for that mission, or i% is believed much greater material
demege would have resulted to us. Partis of projectiles recovered on
board this apd others of our ships verify this statement,

.~ As the main battery of the HIL.NA was tracking the target
that 11luminated 1%, and was completely ready to open fire with fire
control problem solwed by radar, our fire was effsotive at once and
large fires with quick sinking resulted. This burning ship illumin-
ated others in this force and greatly assisted the destroyers in dir-
ecting torpedo fire on major ships. Thia l1a the ideal method of Night
Illumination, .

~ Four important decisions were involved in this action,
and its aftermath, whioh the commanding officer of this ship had to

make, L
[ | ~<"(1) The ship was illuminated and under fire of the enemy,
When should fire bs zsturned as no orders to "comnence firing™ had
v  been received? Just "stand-by to open fire". :

il This ship had furnished most of the information on the
eneny and had a very good plecture of them showing ouy force sur-
rounded on thres sides, or soon would be. The enemy was hitting
us at once and a delay might be fatal. See reference (k), para-
graph 1 (7-b). This was discuszed at the preliminary conference
with Rear Admiral Cellaghan prier to seiling. I opened fire at
01,8,

7 {2) At ebout 0218 the PORTLAND appeared %o be but of con-
$rol and on questioning reported a torpedo hit jamaing her rudder.,
\} They asked for a tow at 0231, Should the HILENA stop and do this N
under the siroumstances? ~ -~ -~ . . s .
-~ Astion was still saking place, The position of our
forces was no% definitely knmown. Every offort was belng made to
close the 8AN FRANCISCO. The PORTLAND and JUNZAU had been tor-
pedoed, and from pravious observation probably the ATLANTA. Eneny
destroyers were in all direotions und a grave er of torpedoing
existed, See reference (k) paragraph 1 (7-4). tried to con-
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SubJzct; Actlon off Zjorth Coast Guadalcanal, Zarly sorning of

dovenmbsr 13, 1942, raport of, (S%rd 3avo Island ilght
Action)s (continued).

tacy the OTC by TBS and 8o find the SaN FRANOISGO visually. After
the aotlon desoribed in peference (k) , Rear Admiral Scot$ emphag-
1zed the dlsirability of all remaining forcea keeping closed up

and assembling for possibla further action, (.t aboubt 0228 the
only ships that would answer on TBS were the O'B. NNON and FLETCHIR) .

_ Returning to the area of the PORTLAND was not considered justifiesd,

L

A% 0240 the SAN FRANCISCO was contaotoed by blinkay tube on ocur
port bow and instructed us to %ake charge, Reference (1) was then
sent %0 Radlo Tulagl requesting tow and air coverage for the PORT-
L/ND, : :
v

{3) “hen should the night action be broksn off and a ro-

tirement started? .
At about 0214 whlle attanpting to get the course of

the rest of the ships in the force I rsceived no engwer, As X
knew the PORTLAND wasg damaged, the ATLANTA appeared to have been
hit, the SAN FRANCI3CO was known to havs besen hit, and the JUN:1A
wad not seen., I ocalled all ships ard at about 0226 attempted to
assemble what forces remained, Firing then was sporadie and nume-
erous ships were burning, The O'BANNON and FLETOHZR only were
oontacted. Course 092, speed 20 knots and form 18 was glven in
code by TBS to all ships, and destination Sealark. Soon after :
this the S.AN FRANCISOO was contacted ahead on our port bow headed
for Sealark Channel and some idea of her orippled ocondition was
obtained, SAN FRAICISCO asked HILENA %0 lead hepr out, This to-
gethexr with the few ships contacted cauged my declsion to retire
with the remaining forces via Sealark Channel, which was done with
the ald of the Sall George Radar, The FL.TCHZR preceded us, and
the O'B.NION Jolned to the eastward having transited Lengo Channel,
A% 0420 the STURETT having transited Lengo and being demaged joined
near Nura Island at the rendezvous I had given for 0425. At 0455
sighted JUNIAU ahead on the por$ bow. A% 0526 the JUNZAU was diz-
ected to join us,

- (4) At 1101 the JUNZAU was Sorpedoed as reported in refer-
ence {f). Should an attempt have been made %0 search &he ares for

survivors?
The SAN FRANCISCO and HILENA were scresnad by the

. STSRUTT (demaged) and -LITCHSR, as the 0'H-NION was at aogut 0815
sent to send roferance (J), and it rojoined at 1530, Due to the
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small screen, the orippled condition of the gships, and the devag-
tating naturs of the explosion, 1% was not considered that the
riak of furthexr torpedoing was justified, No sound or sight con-
tact was made, The hops tha$ a plane would soon appear was held,
a8 the message sent by the 0'BANNON asidng for air coverage had
been already received by us on the ¥ox scheduls., A% 1121 a B-17
did appear and Znclosure (D) was the message fransmitted to him
for forwarding., This measage was acknowledged for dy the Plane,
but apparently not forwarded to Commander. South Pacifio Force,

(2-2) ZEneny forces:-

F1 See NFM NR 205 D/T 120030,
#2 See NPM NR 232 D/T 120625,
#3 See NFM NR 200 D/T 112345,

#1 Concerning 2 BB or R CA. °
72 Concerning 2 GV. -
#3 Conocerning 5 DD. ’

Jee Enolosure (E)} for general disposition of enemy,
V/flz-b]' Owvn formation entered the area via Lengo Channel in battle
dispogition "Baker One™, Order of ships aem followm: Column of sta-
tion units van unit Commander Stokes CUSHING, LAFFPRY 8TER2TT, 0'BANNON}
Base uni$ ATLANTA, S:N FRANCISCO, PORTLAND, HILENA, ZAU; Rear unit
Captain Tobin A\RON WARD, BARTON MONSSLEN, FLZTCHIR., Distance in yards
Destroyers 500, Cruisers 700, Di'stanoa between rear and first ship
adjacent units 800 yards, (Refexr OTG 67.4 despatoh 120615 of November) .

-V (2-c)} Vind from 120, 9 knotaj sea smooth swells rmn 125; Sky -
partly oloudy but olear overhead. Jagzed lightning over land areas
eapecially in mountains on Guadalcaral and Florida Isl'nnd.' : .

v (3-a)} While our force was steaming on course 280° T, Bpaed 18,

‘4n special battle aispoaition (column with fous destroyers leading in

oolum, five oruisers (EZLENA fourtA oruiser in ocluma), followed by
four destroyers), off Quadalesnal between Lunga Poing and Cape Esper-
ance, Hadar Plot reported a contaot at 0124, bearing 313° T, range

a7, 100 yards. One or two minuSes aftes this Raday Plo§ reported thatg

three separate groups of targets ware distinguishable, two at 27,000
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yards, and one at 32,000 yards. At about 0130 Radar Plog Teported
that target course was approximately 1349 T, speed 20, Between 0125
and 0130 our eourse was ochanged %0 00Q ang 8peed Inoreased to 20
knots, At abous 0135 range to left olosest target group was 15.000
yards, bearing 324° T, and tracking 8ave enemy course 120°,apead 20,
&ing to plotting room at about 0137 we changed course to 315°
T and speed to 25 which wag directly toward the Tarthest of the three
enemy groups and betweer thae two closest enemy groups,

g V’(j-b) The forward FO radar picked up one target group at about
18,000 yards and in conjunotion with radar pPlot tracked this group,
It was the left hang group of the two closgest groupa of targets, It
nevar appeared %o change course or spsed. At a range of about 6000
or 7000 yarda the Gunnery Officer cheoked and found that we were not
on the left hand ship of this group and by use of "sgn radar shifted
to a ship farther to the left in this 8roup., This eneay &Troup pasgsed
ahead of and orossed o port of our leading destroyers which had at
about 0140 ohanged course to about 270° 7, :

v (o) Director I was tracking the target using the Forward »0
radar for range and train. Director IT wag doing likewise, A1l tup--
rets were loaded and in automatie train andg elevation. Dirvector I Y,
controlling in train, Director IIT in elevation. At about 0148 we :
were illuminated by a Searchlight bearing about 285° relative and
6xa0tly in line with the train of Director I, Commence Tiring was
ordered immediately end the main battery opened fire in continuous
fire at a range of about 4200 yards, Rapid continuous fire was maine
tained for about two minutes using a 200 yard rocking ladder, Almost
at the same time that we opened fire we started our $urn to the lefd
Tollowing in column the ships ahead which had changed course to about
270° T. The Soarchlight on the target (which apbeared %00 high and
large to bde on a destroyer) was immediately turned ofy or shot away.
Spo% I reports tha$ the target was visible to him, that our tracers
appeared to de perfect in deflection and that practliocally all of our

two minutes or firing at which time $he range was abou$ 3000 8,
A% abou$ the moment of opening fire on this target a large come
Paot malvo was seen to hig direotly in our wake and 50 to 100 yards
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astern, During this firing we received two hits in the vicinity of
the stacks and searchlight tower, one of which has been definitely
deternined to have been eight inch. It 1s also probable that the
hit we received on the airplane crane was received at this time. It
i believed that our target was an eizh% inch cruiser and that it
was sunk. Two destroyers, the O'BANION and the FLiITCHER, both preport
that 1% was a orulser and both r eport seeing it sink. Its burning
#llhouetted a BB target for the O'B.NNON, S : .

v {3-d) The forward Fox Dog picked up the target at abous the
some tirne as the Fox Cast and tracked a target ship in the same group
obteining the same enemy courss and speed as did the main battery,
The 5" battery was in automatioc using radar train, Upon opening fire
the 5" was on a target aslightly to the left of the maia bettery tar-
get and at a range of 6200 yards, The director control officer and
spotter reports seeing hita on this target. The 5" bdattery ceased
firing at the same time as the main battsry, -

(3-e) During this first phese of the action the main battery
expended adout 175 rounds, the 5" battery about 20 rounds,

v (3-f) The succeeding few minutes were mostly abvsorbed in avoid-
ing damaged ships and identifying own vessels on most of which before
challenging the batteries were trained., During this period we almost
remmed but managed to avoid by abous 100 yards a large ¢apsized vessel
bottoms up, the beam of which I am certain was greater than that of
this vessel, (I% appeared to the Gunnery Officer just like the OKLA-
HOMA did on December 7th at Pearl Harbor). Within about 2000 yards
of thls a vessel with ocutlines aft generally similar to that of the
SAN FRANCISCO was burning flercely and completely from bow %o stern,
I% was at first Shousht %0 be the SAN FRANCISCO but the SAN FRANCISCO
was then sighted nearbdy and dbfinitely ildentified, Witk doth in -
sight it was obvious that $he burning vessel was definitely larger
than she S:/N FRANCISCO, I% is not eonsidered possible that the burn- .

vespal could have survived as i8 was already well down, During
this period there was oconsiderable firing between vessels mostly to
the southwestward, Also during this period we pmarrowly avolded being
\rammod on ths starboard side by the ATLANTA or JUNEAU. (It is delieved
to have been the ATLANTA, '
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{3-8) At about 0203 radar plod reported at least mix enenz
ships on ouw starboard hand heading in northerly direction, While
putting the msin bdattery on ons of these targects one was observed to
bs firing on the 3AN FRANCISCO themn on our starboard bow, 3Both FC
redars got on this target end at 0204 opened fire with the mein bat-
tery in full automatic using forward ¥O rader jm train. Opening
range was 3800 yards, Fired for approximately 1l¥ to 2 minutes and
ceased firing at range of 9400 yards when S5iN FR-IILISCO on our star-
board hand came in line of fire, Approximately 125 rounds were ex-
pended in this phase and were dellieved to be very effective.

(3-h) At the same time the 5" battery was getting on the enemy
ships to atarboard as coached by radar plot it piloked up a destroysr
on our starboard quarter firing at us and opsned fire on 1% at a rang:
of 7200 yarda. About 40 rounds were fired and cease flring ordered
when the S.N FRANCISCO came into line of fire, thia fire was also most
effective,

v (3-1) During the above firing of the main and 5" batteries the
automatio weapons control officer obdserved between the llnes of fire
of the other batteries and af adbout 3000 yards, a vessel with four
stacks passing on diverging course. Fire was opened with the forward
atarboard 40 MM moun$ on this vessel and 159 rounds expended., This

firing was very effective being directly irn the bridge area, and at
least 2/3 were meen to hit. Cease firing was ordered at the same time
a8 the other batteries, During this phasze of the aoctlion tvo hits

were received, ons on the face plate of turret four and one on the
forecastle deck by a large projeotile,

(3-J) Results of the adove firing in the second phase are not
definitely known but both spotters report that hits were being odtain-
ed and it is believed both main dattery and 5" targets wers on fire,.
The automatic weapons control officer reports observing about two
thirds of all shots fired hitting in ths area of the forward staock and
brijfo gtruocture, ) .

(3-k) After clearing several of own vessels the main battery
again opened fire on a vessel of the same group as bafore, The open-
ing range was 16,400 yards, target course 330, speed 17. It had been
tracked out from about 10,000 yards by radar plot and the mnin dbattery

and FQ radars. Rapid ocontinuous fire was maintained for about one
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minute at a very high rate of fire when the rangs was again fouled
and cesse firing given. ' About 60 rounds were fired, The targel
appearad to bo on fire, : : SNE : e

(3-1) At about ths same time during this third phase the 5"
battery rired about 40 rounds at a target bslieved to be a destroys?
just forward of gtarboard beam at a range of about 5000 yards, Cease
firing was ordered when the rangs was fouled by own vessel, This
target also appeared to be in flames,

TIME SCHEDULE - NIGHT ACTION

Task Group 67.4 - Barly morning November 13, 1942. (All times Love).
Times and data colleoted from Quartermaster's Log, Signal Log, and
TB3 Log kept by Navigation detall,

TDE R £
November 12; 1942

221§ Chonged course to right to 270° T.

2218 Changed speed to 18 knots (187 rrm) . :

2236 Ohanged speed to 15 knots (155 rpm)e '
Novambar_gl; 1942 | -

0010 Changed oourse to left to 180° T,

0013} Changed course %0 right.

0024 Changed course to right to 280° Te

0040 Changed course to left to 270° T.

o108 Ghanged oocurse to right to 280° T, _

0122 Changed spesd to 18 knots (187 rpm). |

V/‘OIZL Radap contaet (SG Radar) bearing 112° T, diltaﬁoo

27,100 yardgt
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SubjJeots sAetlon off North Coas$ Guadalcanal, Zarly ilorning of
vovanber 13, 1942, rsport of. (3:5 Savo Island Night
Action)s (continued),

0125 Radar contaot (SG Radar) bearing 310° T, distance 31,500
yards, (Note - above two contacts appeared %o he several
large ships with screen). : -

0135 Changed course to right to 3102 7,
0137 Changed speed to 20 knots {208 rpm).
0138 H7LENA steering 315° r; apeed 10 knots,
s 0139 Four targets on port bow, H-LENA course 3159 'r; speed
10 knota, ‘
0140 Changed speed to 18 knots (187 rpm).
~ 0141 Leading destroyer reported seeing shipas dead ahead and
on port bow, \/
0142 Changed course to right to 000° T,
0143 HELENA making 18 knota. ‘
0143.5 Leading deatrt;yar told to fire torp'adoal\y
0145 Propared to open fire, HELENA ocourse 015° T,
0146 HILENA course 010° 7,
0147 HLULENA course 0006/ T.
< 0148 Cormenced firing. Opening range 4300 yards. Fired on

furthest target to left, Fired two or more minutes aer
target illuminated ship and hit our searchlight platform.
(Olock in D/¥ shack stopped at 01.8).

0149 Ohenged oourse to left, Hard left rudder.
0149 Changed speed to flank (Maximum speed) .
0150 HELENA stopped all engines.

0151 HiLENA inoreased speed to naximim,
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0152 HZLENA avinging pass 250% T, -
0153 Changed course to right 8o 000° P, Rudder bard right -
own course 000° T, Speed 17 knots.
0153 Ceaged firing.
0154 Changed speed to full (18 knots). '
< 0155 Large explosion (off port bow). Considered target fired
at by H-LENA and sunk, - - .
0156 Planes reported overhead {¥) 355° %.
< 0157 Hard right rudder %o avold ship which passed from starboard
to port at right angles, Ship either ATLANTA or JUNEAU.
(Believed ATLANTA). Vary close ocall,
0158 Changed course to 000° 7,
0159 Mors gunfire reported (Wwhere?).
v 0200 Ship ahead of HILENA illuminating.
0201 Heavy oruiser (believed FORTLAND) turning to right.,
0202 Large explosion to starboard,
0203 Changed course to left to 290° P, HILINA making 16 knota,
0204 Commenged firing. Opened fire at range 9200 yards.
0206 Ceased firing,
0206,5 "8 enemy shipa over 5000 yards on starboard side,"
0207 Changed course to left, Hard left rudder, H.:LENA making
20 knots,. .
‘/ 0210 Changed ocourse $0 right. JUNEAU or ATL.NTA (believe ATLANTA)

on fire on starboard beaa (by 160°T),

« 10 - A '/29
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0211 Changed course to left to 120° T. H:LENA making 15 knota,
0212 "Enemy cruiser on starboard bow,"

0213 Hard right rudder. ‘

0214 Took position astern of PORTLAND(?).

0215 Comnanced firing, HI:LENA on course 113° T. "Hard righs

rudder”.
Opened fire at 16 » 300 yards bearing upproxjmtely 110° rel,
Enemy course 330° ‘1‘. Enemy sapeed 17,

0216 Ceased firing; changsd course %o right to 230° 7.
H.1LENA making 10 kmots.

o217 Changed ocourse to left to 0920 T,
H-IENA increased speed to full,

0218 PORTLAND lost steering ocontrol.

0220 HILENA making 18 knots,

0221 HZLENA steering course 092° T. ;

0224 HELENA 11luminated by searohlight,

0226 Changed speed to flank (28 imots).

0227 Small boat reported off starboard bow,

0230 Ohanged course to left to 090° T. .
" 0231 Received message from PORTLAND requesting tow,

0232 H:LENA on oourse 050° T.

0234 HK:LENA on oourse 090° 7.

0237 HZLENA on course 100°; speed 27 knots,

0238 Changed speed to 17 knots,

=i /!
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0239 HALENA making 20 knots on course 090° T,

g 0240 S3:N FRANCISCO on port baw,

0240 SAN FRANCISCO told thls vessel to take chargs.-

. 0244 Changed oourse to right to 100° 7T,
921.9' Changed apeed to 25 knotd,
0255 Changsd course to lcfs to 180° T, HILINA making 20 knots.
0259 Chang=d speed to lj.knots. _
0300 Changed course to 090% ., Speed 10 knots, |
0301 Chenged spsed to 20 knots, HiLENA on course 090° T.
0302 _Changed right to 098° T. -
0337 Changed spesd to 10 knoﬁa.-‘
0310 HEZLENA on course 098° 7. Spoed 15 knots. .

v 0312 Changed speed to 13 knots. Large explosion bearing about
_278° T, _
0318 Changed course left to 075° T.
0321 Ohanged course right to 080° T.
0325 . Changed course right to 090° 2,
0332 " OChanged course left to 081° T.
034‘ : Ohanged speed %0 full (20 knots). .
7 0348 Passed olear of Sealark Ohamnels

0354 - _ Changed course right to-1}0° To
0422 Changed speed to 15 knots,

-1 - ) /2.
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0430 Changed course to 135° T,
0432 Changed speed to 20 knots,
0453 Changed course to 100° 2.
0520 Changed course to 145° T,
0523 Changed gourse to 130° 2,

(4~a) Reference (e) gives an estimate of enemy forces involved
and their losses, Three zroups dafinitaly exlsted as shown by Zn-
closure (D)., The omater group appeared as four or five large ships
(88's, CA's or Battls Cruisers) and perhaps two transports or smaller
ships a distance astern., The left (nearest) and right hend groups
contained from five to eight ships sach, and were in the nature of a
screen having destroyers and two or mors orulsers in each,

(4-4) Illuminated and opened fire befors we did. Only ssarch-
1ight noted was the first one opening on the HILENA. It soon went out
or wes turned off., Starshells and possibly flares were in the sky.
Znemy planes were ovsrhead and may have dropped flares., Some of our
destroyera and the SAN ‘FRANCISCO are known to havo fired starshells
whiohk eppeared well placed,

Bombardment ammunition used by the enemy 1s believed to
have reduced their effectiveness.

(4-e) See reference (e) and RDO Guadaloanal NEM 416 - 130428.

(5-a) (1) Performance of the batteries., The psrformance of all
batteries is considered to have been exoellent, Thers wers no materisl
oagualties which in any way affected the firing except two and posaibly
three miafires in turret one, both of which were immediately fired by
peroussion, and the failure of the center gun of turret four to return
30 battery after a hit sustained on the faoe plate of that turret. 4
F¥ire was continued by the wing guns of this turret, Damage to ssarch
lights resulted in one light being put ous of commission and.zng op:g;

oaQ o0 o « However there was never any ne oy
3gérgrb¥§éro§iigh%:TOIDagiga to wiring to forward FC antgnnn leval
control éid not affect the operation of the radar sinoce automatio level
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was not being used during the action.

17" {5-a)(2) A very high degree of fire disoipline was imperative
throughout the action dus to rapid and frequent maneuvers and closse
proximity of o'm vesaels which frequently blanketed line of fire. Ther
was also the necessity fregquently to point thse patteries on ships be-
1ieved to be our own as 2 precautionary measurse before attempting to
jdentify by challengs oOT recoznition. The fire discipline maintained
throughout was most gratifying snd there 1is 00m9¥§§3£§931i§§%§9 felt
that at no time was a frlendly ship fired upon. 2o LA9 opinfon of the
Gunnery Officer this action has again d aionstrated that with our proes-
=nt eculpnent {1lunination of the target oy geapchllizat or star ghell
1; not necessary and that tihe use of gsearchlishts sorves to draw cne:ny
fires ———

L (5-b) The effectiveness of the radar jnstallation and 1ts per-
formance cannot be pralsed too hi:hlye. Zverything seid in refersncs
(k) was doubly confirmed again in this Night Action.

(5-0) Sumnary of demage - location, cause, affect. (Inolude
photographs. - : :

Five hits were sustained during the engagenent, details
as follows: (Hits numbered from forward aft).

No., 1. = One major oaliber (assumed to be lh inch) hit waterway 1ip :
frame 29 and maindeck over pyrotechnio logksr and officers’ suitcase
room., The shell presumably exploded after nitting deck, scattering
fragments over face of o. 1 turret, which was pointing about 150° rel
ative, and various deck fittings. The wooden deok was splintered 8' X
4’ across run of deck planking. The gteel deck was torn and folded
dovm 6' x 14!, Watertight bulkhead, frame 27, starboard, upper quarte
torn out and cracked.

The pyrotechnlo locker sprinkling system broken.

Number one turret gas geal punctured over an ard of about €
degrees (ebout 25 feet) bY fregnents. 4lthough fragments punctured at
intervals repalrs should include entire arc of 60 degrees rather than
jntermittent patching. Pointer's check sizht port cut and jammed bY

ent., Cheok sight {¢3elf broken. Bloomer of left gun, turret onc
ocut end torn, Steel bloomer securing rim broken. XaBy zouges on faot

plate. -

- 14 =
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Zffeoctt Rendered pyrotechnic looker untensable as such; dumped small
recalning supply of pyrotechnlcs overboard. Turret oms continued fir-
ing without diffioculty. ' ' :

Ho. 2 ~ Hi% on port forward part of forwerd stack, penetrating, and
exploding vhile going tarough afier part, tearing out a seetion of the
steam exhaust pipe and diessl exhaumst pipe. Fragments also damaged
the searchlight platform ss follows: '

o Radio Direotion I'inder loop punctured, ’
fower cable FE-176-DC feeder to #4 searchlight punctured,
Ventilating motors of ,1 and 4 36" searchlichta slichtly

damaged,

Lenses on 72 and 3 searchlights cracksd.

Various lighting boxas and aeable dsestroyed,

Searchli zht control cabls GH-132 Partly danmazed, Individual
leads nmay be spliced to repair, ’

Various holes in searchlight platform, 2nd radlo direction
Tinder.

“fTectt broke 4 searchlight povwer supplye. Droke remote controls of
#2 and 3 searchlights, Rendered Radio direction Tinder usless,

No. 3.- Major cauliber hit (assumed 3" or larger) in port after legs of
searchllght platform. Angle bar supporting #2 40 2{ director stand torn
away, ' After stack punotured by fragments., One plece, base plug of
shell, plereed stack and hit starboard rorard section of secondary conn
tearing out a seotion about 12" long and 5" wide. The fragment hit the
steering control stand, puncturing the case and breakling electrical
leads, Port boat orane structure plerced by numerous fragnents; wire
cable broken by fragment. ;1 motor lasunch and ;1 motor whalepoat hulls
punctured. The two stack suys from the after stack leading for.ard
were cut and broksn by fragments, The port forward maimmast guy was
likevise broken,

Sf’eot: Rendered tio boats useless until patched; boat orane out of
coz:ission, Secondary conn steering telegraph and rudder angle indica-
tor useless, .

No. 4 - Hiton face plis of turret four, 9 inches dircotly below centex
gun port., At the point of impact the face plate 13 dished in 11/64

inch; area of dishsd surface ubout 12 inches in dlamater., On back of
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face plate a erack 4 inches long haa bsen noted 5% inches above point
of impact., Peint oracked and weld apparently broken around entire
pariphery of face plate both lnside and out (vater leaking through
sives evidence of such a crack). Seouring weld oracked om bolts hold-
ing angle iron to facs plate on inside under center gun, 3Rivels se=-
suring face plate to top of turret appear to be looss,. The gas seal

rotector guard demolishad throughout arc subtended by face plate
?about 5 feet), Oas ssal itself twlsted and torn. Three gun bloomers
demolished and retalning rims twisted and torn. ilumerous deck fittings
such es veatilator cowls and #3 20 MM gun gunshield pierced by frag-
ments, Three fire hoses out up by fragnents.

Zffect: Other than damage to guns, no effact other thanjﬁight in-
convenlcnce causad by hit. Turret face plate damage may, in tlme, be
gerious but doea not impalr military efficlency at present.

No. 5 = A section of the starboard bface’or aviation orane plerced
by direct hit of 5 to 8 inch shell. Shell exploded after hitting;
no fraguentation damage. . . D

Effect: Rendered aviation orane usolesa,

-Daﬁagp suatained to guns during aotion.

1. 6"/47 oal. Gun Noe 10. | '
Lower side of chase, five minor gouges about half inch diameter,

maximum depth .062 inches.

2e 6"/1'7 cal, Gun No. ll. _ )
Lower side of chase, elght gouges over arsea ten by thirteen inches,
depths vary .125.to_.375 inches. -

3. 6"/47 cal, Gun No, 12,
Lower side of ochase, twelve superflolal gouges plus three of about
one inch dlameter, maximum depth ,125 inches,

ba 6"/47 oal, Bun No, 3. ‘ . ‘
Lover side of chase, two gouges, sach about one inch diemeter,

depths ,125 inoches,
5. 5"/38 ocal., Gun No. 1.
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One gouge 100 inches rrom muzzle, § inch by 2% inch, depth

.375 1n0h|
6, TFace Dlate turret four dented about two Taet below oehter gun,
dent ubout 3 inch diameter, UMaximum depth about +125 1nches,

7. Slide bushing 6"/47 Gun No. 11 deeply scored and gpooved on
recoll subasequent to gouging of gun,

(5-4) The Tollowing casualtiéé inourred és & resuld of action:

(a) Nunber killed b
{b Number requiring hospitelization (stretcher) 2
o) Number remaining on board for treatment 20

total casualtises 23

(6) Once more the perfor-ance of all offlcers and men hzs been
magnificend and inspiring without exception, Of particular noteshould
be the most courageous performance of our searchlicht crews, many of
vhom, though wbunded, stayed at their stations and maintained thelr
lights ready for inatant use, Several men of the 40 MM erewa, though
wounded, did likewise. Following the hit on turret four-a small fire
was started among 1lifs Jacketa, ete,at No., 7 20 MM mount s ROBINGON,
4¢Cey ACMM, USN, and MULLZR, P.L., -MMlc, USN, proceede’ *3 the spo%
and extinguished the fire although turret four was at the time trained
out over this mount ready to fire. The steersman 5TMART, z,L., Jle,
USN, has performed in exemplary fashion in both the Night Aotion of
11-12 October and 12-13 Novamber, being of enormous assigtance in con=-
ning the ship under most difficult conditions while under fire at nigsht.

The following officers are 8speclally worthy of comiend-
ation for their performance of duty during this and the previous Night
Acotion of 11-12 Ootober:

Lieut. Comdr, Elmer O, Buerkle,.USN - Ship's Material Officer
Lieut, Qomdr, Rodmon D. arith, USN, = Gunnery Offiocer.

Lieut. Comdr, Charlea L, Carpenter, UsN, ~ Navigator,

Lieut, Oomdr, John L. Chew, USN., - - Asaistant Gunnery Offiocer.
Lieutenant Michael T, Tyng, USN . « Comaunication Officer.
Lieut., (J2) Russell W, Gash, USNR - Radar Officer.

Lieut. (Jjg)° William D, Fisher, USHR - Signal Officep.
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There are probably nany more instances of exemplary action on the part
of our personnel] and ths above is indleoativs of the oerformance of the
entire crew,

v (7) Attention 1s invited to reference (k&) paragraph 7. ivery
statcment made in this paragraph was confirmad in this aotion. Ccn-
nenting by paragraphs as uged in the refersence.

(a) The first enemy ship opened a Bearohlight and was \//
- hit end destroyed,
/ (b) The H.IiA faced the deoision ag %o opening fire,
| (o) Fully confirmed as 3.N FRANCISCO was again flagship.
| and had no 3.G. Radar,
(d) Ships were injured and no instructlons to those as-:
toern furnished or posuiibvle,
(o) Fighting 1i:hts were again used, The 3N FRLICIDCO
~and STEROTT (and perhaps othara) had voth lighta and
- TB3 shot away at once, and agaln how establish
.. 1dentity? It was finally done by challenge and

% i blinker.
\\.
GILBIRT C. HOOVIR )
Distribution:

CincPac (original and 1)
Cominach
ComnSoPaa
CTY 62

war Dlary
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