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BLOWING ROCK — After 
three hours and 20 minutes 
of in-public debate and 
discussion, Blowing Rock’s 
town council went into 
closed session on Sept. 14. 
Before doing so, though, it 
was a mixed bag of results, 
action and even inaction.

There was an obvious 
empty chair between Com-
missioner Doug Matheson 
and town attorney Allen 
Moseley. That’s because 

Commissioner Virginia 
Powell opted to resign last 
week after the majority of 
the commissioners voted in 
a new policy that all town 
employees get vaccinated, 
submit to testing, or end 
their employment by the 
town. Powell vehemently 
disagreed with the policy, 
which passed by a 3-2 vote, 
the other dissenting vote 
coming from Commissioner 
Albert Yount on Sept. 7.

The new policy came up 
again toward the end of the 
Sept. 14 meeting, and by a 

3-1 vote the commissioners 
somewhat softened the 
earlier decision. They es-
tablished a two-week grace 
period beginning Sept. 20 
in order for the town man-
agement to put testing pro-
cedures in place and give 
employees additional time 
to consider their options.

During the discussion, 
it was made clear that 
while the commissioners 
establish policy, it is the 
town manager’s job to do 
the hiring and firing, as 
necessary and appropriate. 

While they danced around 
the subject, no one actually 
pinned down the question 
of whether or not the town 
manager, under the policy, 
is expected to terminate the 
employment of a noncom-
pliant worker.

At the beginning of the 
meeting, several speakers 
from among the public 
attendees voiced their opin-
ions, including individuals 
from both sides of the issue 

‘Shorthanded’ Blowing Rock town commissioners somewhat soften new COVID policy; 
approve Green Hill development and downtown parking consideration 
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Blowing Rock Town Hall is at 1036 Main St., Blowing Rock.
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BLOWING ROCK — 
From live music, fresh 
popcorn, and a students’ 
“best dressed patriotic” 
contest, the Blowing 
Rock Chamber of Com-
merce and its Leadership 
Challenge alumni are 
pulling out all the stops 
this year for the “Can-
didates Forum” it has 
hosted since 2007.

The event will again be 
hosted at Blowing Rock 
School, on Oct. 4, begin-
ning at 5:30 p.m.

“Every time an election 
comes around, our 
citizens have questions 
about who is best quali-
fied for the jobs of mayor 
and as a member of the 
board of commission-
ers,” said Blowing Rock 
Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Charles Hardin. 
“While Mayor Charlie 
Sellers is running unop-
posed and we expect few, 
if any, write-in votes in 
that one, there are four 
good people running 
for three commission-
er seats. That not only 
makes it competitive, 
but more important than 
ever for voters to be in-
formed so they can best 

align their own values 
and priorities with the 
the candidates for whom 
they vote.”

From 5:00 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m., Hardin said 
that early attendees will 
be entertained by the 
Roscoe Rose Band. In 
addition, complimentary 
fresh popcorn will be 
available.

A special wrinkle this 
year to encourage an 
even larger turnout is a 
“best dressed” contest 
for Blowing Rock School 
students who bring their 
parents and stay the en-
tire event. They will then 
be entered to win a $50 
gift card to The Speckled 
Trout.

This year’s event steer-
ing committee includes 
Ronnie Mark, Erica 
Brinker, Chelsea Garrett, 
Billy Chick, and Joyce 
Zellner.

Questions Wanted
Hardin also said that 

the committee wants 
to hear from the pub-
lic about questions 
they want asked of the 
candidates. Those can 
be directed to editor@
blowingrocket.com and 
they will be forwarded to 
the appropriate commit-
tee members.

Your vote counts
Candidates Forum slated for 

Oct. 4; questions wanted from public
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Blowing Rock candidates, from left, Charlie Sellers, Albert 
Yount, J.B. Lawrence, Jim Steele and Dan Phillips pose 
for a group photo prior to the 2015 Candidates Forum, 
presented by the Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce’s 
Leadership Challenge.
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BLOWING ROCK — 
Some folks are born with a 
silver spoon in their mouth. 
Not Zan Thompson. He 
claims to have had a paint-
brush in his hand before he 
could even walk or talk.

Thompson is the Artist 
in Residence at Edgewood 
Cottage for the week of 
Sept. 13-19 and, by looking 
the attention to detail in 
his watercolor pieces on 

display, it is easy to believe 
his claim.

“My parents were artists 
so it is literally something I 
grew up with.” said Thomp-
son. “I was born and raised 
in Atlanta. My parents met 
at the Ringwood School of 
Art just before World War 
II. I have two sisters who 
are younger than me. Ev-
eryone in the family paints. 
I now focus on watercolors, 
but I was the last one in the 
family to figure them out.”

He said he was a slow 

learner.
“For the longest time, 

I just made mud puddles 
when I painted with water-
colors. Then I finally took a 
class from Tony Couch. He 
watched me paint and then 
said, ‘You can draw and you 
can paint, but your prob-
lem is that you try to do it 
too fast.’ He had me start 
outlining the process, the 
steps to do the painting, not 
just paint the sky and then 
paint the field, including the 
drying time. He said, ‘You 

have to wait for the paint 
to dry before putting on 
the next application!’” said 
Thompson.

Painting plein air out-
doors and its breezy and 
fairly warm, watercolor 
paint can dry in about 60 
seconds, said Thompson.

“If it is a damp, rainy day, 
well then about an hour,” 
he said. “So you have to 
monitor and understand the 
environment in which you 

Born with a paintbrush
Artist in Residence Zan Thompson grew up with painting, moved 
through a career in landscape architecture, and back to painting.
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The Artist in Residence at Edgewood Cottage from Sept. 13 
to 19 is Zan Thompson, a watercolor specialist now based in 
Conover, N.C.
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BLOWING ROCK — 
With terms like “straight 
rush” and “over the top 
cannon,” it might be easy 
to surmise that the speak-
er is talking about a card 
game, or maybe even a beer 
drinking contest. Those 
conclusions were not even 
close to the subject on Sept. 
9, when Matt Essick and 
Tom Balding teamed up at 
Blowing Rock Country Club 
for an instructional croquet 
exhibition.

There were oohs and 
ahhs and groans, as well 
as enthusiastic applause. 
There were astonished wide 
eyes and even a couple of 
OMGs. The No. 1 ranked 
croquet player in the U.S. 
and No. 5 in the world, 
Essick is among the sport’s 
royalty. Balding isn’t far 
behind, perhaps, as the 
pro who replaced Essick at 

Grandfather Country Club. 
Certainly, they know more 
than a little bit of what they 
are talking when the subject 

of hitting wooden balls with 
wood mallets through var-
ious kinds of hoops comes 
up in conversation.

Association Croquet, 
according to various doc-

No rockets, but roquets

Croquet exhibition by the sport’s American royalty thrills BRCC enthusiasts
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America’s No. 1 ranked croquet player demonstrates a combination shot at Blowing Rock Country Club, Sept. 9.
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Matt Essick attempts a long shot where he bounces the ball twice and over a ball blocking a 
wicket during a croquet exhibition, Sept. 9, at Blowing Rock Country Club. Essick is ranked No. 
1 in the USA and No. 5 in the world.
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