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BOONE — Boone Police have ar-
rested a man from Lenoir for alleged 
arson of the Boone ABC Store, the 
department announced on Monday, 
Nov. 8.

On Oct. 25, Boone Police officers 
and Boone Fire personnel responded 

to the Boone ABC Store at 2067 Blow-
ing Rock Road for a report of smoke 
on the side of the building.

Upon their arrival, it was discovered 
that several empty cardboard boxes 
stacked in a loading area had been 
ignited and the fire had caused dam-
age to vinyl siding on the store, Boone 
Police said in a statement.

After a joint investigation between 

the Boone Fire Department and 
Boone Police Department and the 
collection of video evidence, officers 
identified Jessie Clyde Bare, 38, of 
Lenoir, as the suspect based on the 
video evidence and interactions with 
him the previous night, according to 
the Boone Police Department.

Bare was located by Watauga 
County Sheriff’s Office Deputies and 

agreed to interview. Subsequent to the 
interview, Sgt. Candace Burlingame 
with the Boone Police Department 
Investigations Division charged Bare 
with felony arson.

Bare was taken before a Watauga 
County Magistrate where he was 
given a $35,000 secured bond and a 
court date of Dec. 17, according to the 
Boone Police Department.

Boone Police charge Lenoir man with felony arson of Boone ABC store
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PARKWAY — Investigators with 
the National Park Service are ask-
ing for the public’s help to provide 
photos or videos in support of an 
ongoing homicide investigation 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway.

On Oct. 
9, Parkway 
personnel 
received 
a report 
from a park 
visitor of a 
body near 
a parkway 
overlook. 
Law enforce-

ment rangers responded to the 
scene and located a deceased male 
below Yadkin Valley Overlook 
at Milepost 289.8. Investigators 
identified the victim as Josue 
Calderon, 33, of Rhode Island. An 
autopsy conducted by the North 
Carolina State Medical Examin-
er’s Office determined cause of 
death to be homicide.

Though no further details are 
available at this time, information 
from other travelers and visitors 
is often very helpful to investiga-
tors. If anyone took photographs 
or videos (cell phone, GoPro, 
etc.) on the Blue Ridge Parkway 
anywhere in North Carolina on 
Oct. 9, or if they have any other 
information that could help, they 
are asked to submit a tip.

To submit a tip, call or test 
(888) 653-0009, go to go.nps.
gov/SubmitATip or email nps_
isb@nps.gov.

NPS seeks 
public’s aid in 

Parkway homicide 
investigation
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BOONE — Boone Town Council will have 
three new members and two returning 
members after the Nov. 2 elections.

Results were finalized after a county 
canvass on Nov. 9 and provisional and 
absentee ballots were counted on Nov. 5.

Tim Futrelle was elected as Boone mayor 
with 1,338 votes. He was the only candi-
date running for mayor. Futrelle said he 
was humbled and honored for the oppor-
tunity to serve as mayor of Boone.

“I am grateful for the trust and support 
that I received throughout my campaign, 
especially the amazing volunteers for their 
time and energy that made this possible,” 
Futrelle said. “I would like to thank my 
wife, Jeanie, for her patience, love and 
counsel. All the candidates ran a com-
munity focused and positive campaign, 
which is a great representation of Boone’s 
character.”

He said he believed voters sent a clear 
message that voters agreed with the plat-
form his campaign put out and that “now 
the work of the people’s business begins.”

For the four-year terms on the Boone 
Town Council, Todd Carter was elected 
with 1,099 votes along with Virginia Rose-
man, who earned 1,090 votes. Jon Dalton 
George was elected to the two-year term 
with 1,043 votes.

Both George and Roseman were the only 
two candidates running to keep their seats 
on the current town council. Each were 
appointed to fill a seat earlier this year.

For the Boone Town Council unexpired 
term, Edie Tugman was elected with 1,162 
votes and Rebecca Nenow was elected with 
890 votes for two-year terms.

Tugman, who received the most votes 
of any Boone Town Council candidate, 
said she was inspired by the support she 
received from the community.

“I am so proud to be one of the elected 
candidates to help the town of Boone move 
forward to address the community’s pri-
mary concerns,” Tugman said in a state-
ment. “I believe voters expressed defined 
choices in electing candidates who won by 
a clear majority. I will work hard to reflect 
every voice with each task I undertake.”

Tugman said she intends to make neigh-
borhood preservation, affordable housing, 
support for the Town of Boone’s profes-
sional staff and a productive relationship 
with Watauga County realities. She also 
said she supported growth that reflects the 
history and preservation of what makes 
Boone a “special community.”

“I respect the candidates who did not 
win and their efforts during the campaign. 
They care about Boone, too,” Tugman said. 
“They have ideas that need to be heard, 
and I believe they helped bring many 
concerns to the forefront for the voters to 
choose the direction of the town for the 
future. Everyone’s perspective matters in 
the choices we make.”

Carter, who received the second-most 
votes on election night, said in a statement 
he was humbled by the outpouring of sup-
port at being elected to town council. He 
said he would be transparent, accountable 
and available to the citizens of Boone.

“Civic engagement has been a corner-
stone of my family for generations and 
I am honored to continue that legacy,” 
Carter said. “I applaud each candidate who 
put their name on the ballot to serve our 
community. Public service is the bedrock 
of our democracy and should always be 
recognized and encouraged. I am truly 
appreciative of the confidence placed in 
me by Town of Boone voters. I am excited 
to continue working, in this new role, to 
make Boone a more equitable, inclusive, 
affordable and welcoming place for all of 
its residents.”

Roseman, one of two candidates who 

was appointed to the current town council, 
said she was honored.

“I don’t know how to thank the people 
enough for believing in me,” Roseman 
said. “I love Boone. I hope I’m gonna make 
everyone proud.”

She said she hopes to give Boone the 
love that everybody has entrusted her 
with, and hopes she will make them proud.

George, the other candidate appointed to 
the current town council, said in a state-
ment he could not promise that he would 
be perfect, but that he would work hard to 
make Boone a better place.

“For anyone reading this, friend or foe, 
you have someone in town hall who will 
listen,” George said. “Reach out at any 
point and we can have a conversation 
about what Boone can do to be a better 
place for you. Congratulations to the other 
candidates. Thank you to everyone for 
the support. To those who came up short, 
reach out to me. Your perspective matters 
too! For now, time to celebrate a little.”

Nenow said she is excited to work with 
the council on affordable housing and 
sustainability initiatives.

“I am humbled and honored to be elect-
ed and I am incredibly proud of Boone for 
electing this strong team,” Nenow said.

In Blowing Rock, Charlie Sellers received 
433 votes for mayor compared to last min-
ute write-in candidate Sue Sweeting who 
received 88.

“I am exceedingly grateful to the voters 
of Blowing Rock for their strong support. 
These are critical times in Blowing Rock, 
even transitional,” Sellers said. “When all 
is said and done this election is not about 
seasonal residents vs. full-time residents. 
Certainly it is not about being a Repub-
lican or a Democrat. It is simply about 
Blowing Rock.”

For the town of Blowing Rock council 

Watauga voters turn out to the polls for municipal elections 
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Watauga County Board of Election Chair Michael Behrent seals absentee ballots at the Nov. 5 BOE meeting.
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VALLE CRUCIS — Planning for 
the new Valle Crucis school passed 
a significant step on Nov. 2 when it 
went before the Valle Crucis Histor-
ic Preservation Commission.

The commission granted Watau-
ga County Schools a Certificate of 
Appropriateness. According to the 
National Park Service, a CoA states 
that the proposed work is appro-
priate for the historic district and 
meets criteria in the local code.

“Valle Crucis’ historic district has 
building standards similar to zon-
ing standards that must be adhered 
to,” WCS Superintendent Scott El-
liott said. “School and governmen-
tal agencies have to comply with 
some but not all of the standards. 
The CoA is intended to ensure that 
the exterior design, including the 
types and colors of the materials, 
are consistent with the historical 
nature of the community.”

Valle Crucis Historic 
Preservation 

Commission grants 
CoA for new school 
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