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HIGH COUNTRY — The North 
Carolina state budget signed into law 
on Nov. 18 provides more than $75 
million in funding for Ashe, Avery and 
Watauga counties, including money for 
a parking facility in Watauga, sidewalks 
in Lansing and county building renova-
tions in Avery.

“This budget moves North Carolina 
forward in important ways,” Gov. Roy 
Cooper said when he signed the budget 
into law. “Funding for high speed in-
ternet, our universities and community 
colleges, clean air and drinking water 
and desperately needed pay increases 
for teachers and state employees are 
all critical for our state to emerge from 
this pandemic stronger than ever. I will 
continue to fight for progress where 
this budget falls short but believe that, 
on balance, it is an important step in 
the right direction.”

It also includes a tax cut that reduces 
the personal income tax rate to 3.99 
percent over six years and increases the 
zero-tax bracket to $25,500 for married 
filers and increases the child tax de-
duction by $500 per child and elimi-
nates the state income tax on military 
pensions, according to Ballard.

“After months of productive negoti-
ations with the Governor, I’m proud to 
see this budget pass and be signed into 
law,” Ballard said in a press release. 
“As the chairwoman of the Senate 
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BEECH MOUNTAIN — 
Beech Mountain Police have 
filed charges in connection to 
the death of Betsy Dellinger 
reported on Nov. 12, accord-
ing to the police department 
who investigated the death 
with the North Carolina State 
Bureau of Investigation.

Levi Hicks, 33, of Elk Park, 
has been charged with one 
count of murder, one count of 
felony possession of a stolen 
motor vehicle and one count 
of felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, Beech Moun-
tain Police Chief Tim Barnett 

announced on Nov. 19.
BMPD stated that Hicks is 

currently being held by the 
Carter County Sheriff’s Office 
Detention Center in Elizabeth-
ton, Tennessee on unrelated 
charges and is awaiting extra-
dition back to North Carolina.

On Nov. 12, at approximate-
ly 3:35 p.m., the Beech Moun-
tain 911 Communications 
Center received a call about 
an unresponsive female at 103 
Upper Holiday Lane. Beech 
Mountain Police officers were 
dispatched and found Del-
linger approximately 40-45 
years old lying on the floor 
unresponsive and not breath-
ing upon arrival. 

Charges filed in Beech Mountain death 

FILE PHOTO

STAFF REPORT
editor@wataugademocrat.com

CHARLOTTE — U.S. District Judge 
Kenneth Bell handed down sentenc-
es of up to 15 years in prison to five 
defendants for their involvement in 
a methamphetamine trafficking ring, 
Acting U.S. Attorney for the Western 
District of North Carolina William 
Stetzer announced on Thursday, Nov. 
18.

Bell sentenced the defendants as 
follows:

• William Jay Allen, Jr., 29, of Vilas, 
was sentenced to 180 months in prison, 
followed by five years of supervised 
release. Allen pleaded guilty to drug 
trafficking conspiracy and distribution 
methamphetamine.

• Justin Kevin Anderson, 31, of 
Boone, was sentenced to 135 months in 
prison, followed by six years of super-
vised release. Anderson pleaded guilty 
to drug trafficking conspiracy and 
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BLOWING ROCK — In a 
special called meeting on Nov. 
17, Blowing Rock’s town coun-
cil voted 3-2 to end the state of 
emergency due to COVID-19 
and lifted the mask mandate 
within the town limits.

The commissioners were 
split 2-2 on the measure and 
mayor Charlie Sellers cast the 
deciding vote. In articulating 
the reason for his tie-breaking 
vote, Sellers said at this point 
it should be a matter of choice 

whether or not to wear a mask; 
that the mandate was not be-
ing enforced and was challeng-
ing to enforce to begin with; 
the state and county do not 
have such a mandate; and that 
only four towns or counties in 
North Carolina currently have 
a mask mandate.

The motion by Albert Yount 
(seconded by Doug Matheson) 
to lift the state of emergency 
and mandate included the con-
dition that if the 7-day moving 
average of the percent of 
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Blowing Rock Town Hall is at 1036 Main St., Blowing Rock.
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BOONE — Nearly 30 volun-
teers came together on Nov. 20 
to plant 174 trees throughout 
the floodplain of the former 
Bolick Farm, which is now 
owned by the town of Boone.

Boone partnered with the 
New River Conservancy to 
plant the trees as part of a larg-
er restoration and reforesta-
tion of the floodplain along the 
South Fork of the New River.

Sustainability and special 
projects manager for the town 
of Boone George Santucci said 
the reforestation protects wa-
ter quality, increases wildlife 
habitat and reduces Boone’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
through carbon sequestration.

“Boone has partnered with 
New River Conservancy on 
multiple stream and river 
restoration projects,” Santucci 
said. “The recent phase of this 
project restored nearly 3,000 
linear feet of the South Fork on 
both sides of the river, Bolick 
and Brookshire. Watauga 
County supported the project 
financially and welcomed res-
toration activities to the Brook-
shire Park side of the river.”

Tree species included syc-
amore (14), tulip poplar (14), 
black cherry (58), basswood 
(22), hazelnut (16), red osier 
dogwood (10), yellow buck-
eye (20) and river birch (20), 
which Santucci said were paid 
for by a grant from Audubon 
NC that was secured by the 
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George Santucci and Mayor-elect Tim Futrelle work to plan a tree at the Bolick Farm property on Nov. 20.
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