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BOONE — The Boone Po-
lice Department has charged 
a man with two crimes relat-
ing to the sexual exploitation 
of a minor after an investiga-
tion by the Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg Police Department.

After the Boone Police 
charges, William Brandon 
Lee Campbell, 43, of Skyline 
Drive, Charlotte, has 25 total 
allegations against him.

Campbell was arrested on 
Aug. 19 in Lancaster County, 
South Carolina, after an in-
vestigation by the CMPD, ac-
cording to the office of South 

Carolina Attorney General 
Alan Wilson.

Upon arrest, Campbell was 
charged with 23 counts split 
across two states.

In South Carolina, he is 
charged with four counts of 
first-degree sexual exploita-
tion of a minor and four 
counts of voyeurism. Accord-

ing to the office of the SCAG, 
the first-degree sexual ex-
ploitation of a minor charges 
are felony offenses that can be 
punishable by up to 20 years 
imprisonment for each count.

“Investigators state Camp-
bell produced multiple files 
of child sexual abuse materi-
al, as well as recorded nude 

minor victims without their 
knowledge or consent,” the 
SCAG office stated.

In North Carolina, Camp-
bell was charged with six 
counts of second-degree sexu-
al exploitation of a minor, six 
counts of third-degree sexual 

Charlotte man charged with two child pornography felonies
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BOONE — After nine years, 
Elvis has officially retired from the 
Watauga County Sheriff’s Office. 
The K-9 was with the WCSO since 
2013, and was sent off during a 
packed retirement party.

A German shepherd from the 
Czech Republic, Elvis had an 
eventful career that saw him find 

“lots of drugs” while on patrol, 
handler Lt. Rick Ruppert said.

“He officially retired at New 
Year’s, but he stopped coming to 
work a couple weeks ago,” Rup-
pert said at the Thursday, Jan. 6, 
event. “In front, he’s still a puppy 
full of energy. But his back half is 
getting old and he started having 
some hip trouble.”

Elvis has left the building

WCSO K9 retires after 
nine years of service
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WCSO K-9 Elvis retired after nine years of service.
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Elvis along with handler Lt. Rick Ruppert and Ruppert’s wife and son, Sandra and Ethan.

BY ABBY GRAHAM 
editor@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — Watauga High 
School’s senior counselor Wes 
Calbreath is offering a self-de-
fense class for students during the 
spring and fall semesters to help 
make young women feel safer 
throughout the entirety of their 
lives.

The class educates participants 
about common red flags, groom-

ing techniques and provides a safe 
space to share experiences and 
thoughts.

Calbreath has trained in Brazil-
ian jiu-jitsu and in nonviolent cri-
sis intervention. He said he hopes 
to lower the rates of sexual assault 
while building and expanding his 
self-defense program.

“In North Carolina, 16 percent 
of high school girls are victims of 
sexual violence by the end of their 
high school career,” Calbreath 

said.
The class does not exclusively 

focus on physical self-defense as 
it is taught in three parts. Each 
section incorporates a variety of 
topics such as ways to prevent 
assault, how to spot grooming 
tactics and an emphasis on setting 
personal boundaries.

Calbreath stated the impor-
tance of setting personal physical 
boundaries and limits before 
someone is in a situation where 

they could be compromised.
Classes that teach topics that 

differ from a traditional curric-
ulum are important, Calbreath 
said, which can also be good for 
students heading to college or the 
workplace after high school.

“I need to learn how to protect 
myself,” said senior and partici-
pant of the class Ellary Maiden. 
“Hopefully, I will never be in a 

Self-defense class at high school offers 
education, training for students
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WATAUGA — A lawsuit against 
Watauga County is claiming the 
county allegedly failed to take 
action in light of the Cottages of 
Boone’s wastewater spills and 
solid waste buildups.

Throughout 2021 the Cottag-
es of Boone, a 900-bedroom 
apartment complex, was the site 
of multiple spills of untreated and 
treated wastewater into the Laurel 
Fork Creek as well as a build up of 
trash causing community concern 
for environmental health.

Adam Zebzda, representing 
himself, is suing under Article 
XIV, Section 5, of the North 
Carolina State Constitution which 
states the government must 
“conserve and protect its lands 
and waters for the benefit of all its 
citizenry.”

The Watauga County Board of 
Commissioners and county staff 
submitted a joint response to the 
Watauga Democrat about the 
suit, which stated “The lawsuit 
filed by Adam Zebzda has made 
allegations against the County 

Lawsuit 
filed against 
County over 

Cottages
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The Cottages of Boone as pictured 
in 2013.
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Blowing Rock
A lot of balls are potentially in the 

air for the upcoming year, but 2022 
is likely to be more about prepara-
tion and planning than execution, 
said Blowing Rock town manager 
Shane Fox.

“We can’t really say much about 
2022 until after the town council’s 
winter retreat, Jan. 24-26. That’s 
when the board of commission-
ers and mayor will establish their 
priorities for the upcoming year,” 
said Fox.

Fox suggested that this might 
prove the perfect time to discuss 
and plan for a number of projects, 
since the repair and replacement of 
Main Street water and sewer lines is 
planned for 2023.

“The council, along with staff 
input, must decide what Main Street 
will look like after it is torn up and 

A Look Ahead 
for Watauga 

County in 2022
Officials from Blowing Rock, election 

office, law enforcement, environmental 
groups and recreation predict 2022
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