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WATAUGA — After nearly seven 
months of administering COVID-19 
vaccines, Watauga County has hit 
50 percent of the population being 
vaccinated with at least one dose of 
a COVID-19 vaccine.

In Watauga County, 27,816 people 
— or 50 percent — have been par-
tially vaccinated against COVID-19 
while 25,283 people — or 45 percent 
— have been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19 as of June 15, according 
to the North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services.

AppHealthCare Health Director 
Jennifer Greene said she is incredi-
bly grateful as the county hit the 50 
percent mark.

“I am grateful for every person 
who has taken steps to be vaccinated 
and for all of our community pro-
viders who have been helping make 
vaccines accessible to the commu-
nity,” Greene said. “I also believe we 
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RALEIGH — During a Thurs-
day, June 10, media briefing 
of the Coronavirus Task Force 
and NC Office of Resiliency and 
Recovery, Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced that North Carolina 
is beginning a summer vaccine 
lottery to incentivize North Caro-
lina residents to get the COVID-19 
vaccine.

The cash drawing is open to 
all residents of North Carolina 
both 18 and older, as well as 
individuals 12 to 17 years old. For 
the 18-and-older group, vaccina-
tion recipients who receive the 
COVID-19 vaccine will be entered 
into a drawing to win $1 million. 
For minors age 12 to 17, the lot-
tery will be for $125,000 of fund-
ing for post-secondary education. 
The funds for the lottery are being 
drawn from federal COVID-19 
relief funds.

Cooper said that the effec-
tiveness of the lottery system to 
increase vaccination rates comes 
from the results of cash card 
programs in four North Carolina 
counties. According to the North 
Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services, Meck-
lenburg, Guilford, Rowan and 
Rockingham counties each gave 
$25 cash cards to each individual 
who received the vaccine or drove 
another person to a vaccine clinic 
from May 26 through June 8.

The summer lottery will occur 
every other week on Wednesdays 
over the course of three months. 
The first drawing will be June 23 
and the final drawing will be Aug. 
4. Cooper announced that there 
will be four total adult winners, 
the winners’ names will be made 
public and the winnings will be 
taxed. There will be four winners 
for the 12- to 17-years old age 
group as well.

There is an extra incentive for 
residents who have yet to get 
their vaccine, however. Beginning 
from the June 10 announcement, 
individuals receiving their first 
dose will be entered into the cash 
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BOONE — Members of the Ap-
palachian Regional Healthcare 
System and others recognized 
the Schaefer family on June 
10 for the family’s $3 million 
donation for the future Schaefer 
Family Patient Care Tower at 
Watauga Medical Center.

Bonnie and Jamie Schaefer 
had joined together with their 
family, Marla Schaefer and Steve 
Weishoff, to make the donation 
to the hospital.

According to ARHS, the 
Schaefers have been great 
friends to to the hospital system 
throughout the years. Bonnie 
and Jamie Schaefer both recent-
ly experienced significant health 
challenges and turned to ARHS 

Facility dedicated to Schaefer family

aRHs names schaefer Family Patient Care Tower in honor of $3M lead gift

PHOTO BY KAYLA LASURE

A gathering was held on June 10 as a ceremonial groundbreaking of the Schaefer Family Patient Care Tower. Left to Right: Tom Dale (ARHS Board of 
Trustees Chair), Rob Hudspeth (President of the Appalachian Regional Healthcare Foundation), Peter Rucker (Foundation Board Chair), Bonnie Schae-
fer, Jaime Schaefer and Chuck Mantooth (President & CEO of Appalachian Regional Healthcare System).
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BOONE — More than 
$50,000 was raised as part of 
the 2021 Big Kahuna Campaign, 
a yearly fundraising effort from 
the Watauga County Habitat for 
Humanity — in which a 14-year-
old girl was declared “The Big 
Kahuna.”

Over the six years preceding 
the 2021 edition, the campaign 
raised more than $230,000 and 
this year’s goal was $45,000, 
according to Habitat Director of 
Development Allison Jennings.

Jennings said the campaign 
uses a team format, with groups 
trying to out-raise each other, 
and the individual person who 
raises the most gets the crown.

This year, the teams compet-
ing were Wonder Women 
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Wonder Women members Traci Royster, Nikki Crees and the 2021 Big Kahuna winner Ella Jennings are named 
the winning team. The team raised a total of $26,596. SEE LOTTERY ON PAGE 2A
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A rendering shows the future Schaefer Family Patient Care Tower.


