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BLOWING ROCK —A 
Main Street house built in 
1886 will get a facelift, some 
4,500 square feet of new 
construction will materialize 
nearby, and other parts of 
the Rumple Memorial Pres-
byterian Church campus will 
be better purposed once the 
plans for a slightly more than 
$5 million redevelopment 

project are completed, ac-
cording to building commit-
tee chair John Calvin.

While renovations are 
already under way at The 
Manse, the pastor’s residence 
across Wallingford Street 
from the church, the next 
priority is what is now known 
as The Rumple House, 1200 
Main Street in Blowing Rock, 
located between the Rumple 
sanctuary and the restaurant, 
Town Tavern.

“(adw architects) of 
Charlotte are working on the 
master plan for the entire 
project,” said Calvin. “ADW 
has done a marvelous job 
in taking our priorities into 
consideration, which include 
blending into the surround-
ing neighborhood.”

In pointing out that the 
Rumple House was built in 
1886, with various additions 

The master plan
Rumple Church auxiliary buildings to get facelift, 4,500 

square feet of new construction to expand campus
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An artist’s rendering of a planned $5 million-plus renovation project for auxiliary buildings serv-
ing Rumple Memorial Presbyterian Church, as well as new construction adding approximately 
4,500 square feet.
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BLOWING ROCK — More 
than $64,000 in grants were 
collectively awarded to some 
two dozen nonprofit agencies, 
thanks to the success of the 
Tour of Homes Blowing Rock 
virtual tour and related online 
auction, reported Loy McGill, 
chair of the event produced by 
St. Mary of the Hills Episcopal 
Church in Blowing Rock.

“All agencies participating in 
the tour grant process received 
support. Available funds were 
applied equitably over these 
groups based on demonstrated 
need with an emphasis placed 
on initiatives committed to 
supporting individuals and fam-
ilies in the health and human 
services sectors,” said McGill.

Through the grant process, 
the following agencies received 
2021 St. Mary of the Hills 
Episcopal Church Tour fund-
ing: Blue Ridge Conservancy – 
Middle Fork Greenway, Blowing 
Rock Cares Food Pantry, Blow-
ing Rock Library, Blowing Rock 
Parks and Recreation, Blue 
Ridge Women in Agriculture, 
Blowing Rock School, Blowing 
Rock Art & History Museum, 
Casting Bread Ministry, Club 
12, Community Care Clinic, 
Crossnore School, Inc., Habitat 
for Humanity, High Country 
Caregivers, Hospitality House 
Rise, Hospitality House We 
Can, Hospitality House Shelter, 
Hunger and Health Coalition, 
LIFE Village, Mountain Alli-
ance, Oasis, WAMY Community 
Action, Watauga Children’s 
Council, Western Youth Net-
work and Women’s Fund of the 
Blue Ridge.

“Because of the community’s 
generosity,” said McGill, “these 
agencies are better prepared 
to accomplish their missions: 
feed the hungry, clothe those 
in need, provide shelter and 
sanctuary, offer educational 
resources, and care for children. 
These Tour-supported organi-
zations continue to respond to 
community needs while meeting 
the challenges placed on them 
by COVID-19.”

McGill explained that four 
unique properties are show-
cased on the virtual tour, in-
cluding the homes of Polly and 
Richard Gambill, Jeff Roberts, 
Jean and Otis Sawyer, and Lee 
Rocamora and John Thompson.

“These beautiful homes are 
still available for viewing on 
the Tour website at www.
stmaryofthehills.org/tour. The 
generosity of the homeowners 
and other donors’ generous gifts 
helped area non-profits contin-
ue providing essential support 
in the High Country. Thanks to 
all who embraced the spirit of 
community to make a difference 
in the lives around us,” said 
McGill.

Tour of Homes 
awards $64,000 

in grants to 
area nonprofits
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BLOWING ROCK — 
No matter how much 
things change, they stay 
the same.

While that statement 
may seem a contradic-
tion in terms, it seems 
appropriate after brows-
ing through the pages of 
The Blowing Rock Jour-
nal published almost 
60 years ago. From the 
Blowing Rock Chamber 
of Commerce exploring 
ways to increase tourism 
in the “shoulder” months 
like September, to a re-
view of the Blowing Rock 
Charity Horse Show, to 

an announcement that 
Tweetsie will open on the 
weekend, there are a lot 
of similarities to current 
events.

A complete bound set 
of the Journal, pub-
lished from its beginning 
in 1959 until its end in 
1964-65, was “scored” 
on Sept. 10 by David 
Rogers, editor of The 
Blowing Rocket, thanks 
to the largesse of a China 
Grove-based affiliate 
of the Rowan County 
Museum. Based in the 
historic and recently 
restored China Grove 
Roller Mill, principals of 

Blowing Rock Historical Society scores big from Rowan County gift
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The Blowing Rock Journal was published from 1959 through 1964. A complete bound 
set was recently given to the Blowing Rock Historical Society.
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BLOWING ROCK — It 
is a story about need. It 
is a story about resource-
fulness. It is a story about 
perseverance.

When the Blow-
ing Rock Chamber of 
Commerce’s Leadership 
Challenge class of 2019 
met after their course-
work had been completed 
in early May of that year, 
their assignment was to 
complete a group com-
munity service project, 
just as all previous class-

es had done. The 2007 
class started the Candi-
dates Forum. The 2011 
class organized “Dancing 
with the Blowing Rock 
Stars” to raise money for 
charity. And so on.

As the 2019 group 
brainstormed about 
where the needs were 
in the Blowing Rock 
community and what 
they might do, someone 
offhandedly said, “The 
Blowing Rock School 
playground could sure 
use some restrooms.”

With two children in 
school, Sarah Goff, a 

member of the Challenge 
group, knew firsthand of 
the need. During school, 
kids that “needed to go” 
had to run back inside 
the school. After school 
hours during the week 
and on weekends, anyone 
taking advantage of the 
fancy and fun school 
playground had to “hold 
it” until they could go 
back up Morris Street 
and turn right on Main 
Street, hoping to get to 
the public restrooms in 
Memorial Park in time.

When you need to ‘go’

Leadership Challenge group cuts ribbon on new public 
restroom at Blowing Rock School playground
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Ethan Morris was one of the first to inspect the new public 
restrooms constructed next to the Blowing Rock School 
playground, the vision of the Blowing Rock Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2019 Leadership Challenge class for a com-
munity service project.
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Joyce Zellner wielded the big scissors on behalf of the 2019 Leadership Challenge class, cutting the ribbon on their community service project: new 
public restrooms on the Blowing Rock School playground. The group included Ali Borchardt, Erica Brinker, Katy Kinsman, Ronnie Mark, Rachel Stewart, 
Paulette Mitchell, Keith Shockley, Jim & Joyce Zellner, Bri Bowling, Tammy Bentley, Chastity Stevens and Sarah Goff.
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