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BOONE — While the risk of 

Western North Carolinians 

contracting the 2019 novel 

coronavirus is said to be low, 

AppHealthCare said in a Jan. 

31 statement that it is closely 

monitoring the spread of the 

virus.

“This is a rapidly evolving 

situation and we are working 

closely with local, state and 

federal partners to stay on top of 

the latest information related to 

this virus,” said AppHealthCare, 

the local public health department, 

in a statement. “As of this date, no 

cases have been identified in North 
Carolina.”

The 2019 novel coronavirus, or 2019-

nCoV, is an upper respiratory virus that 

was first identified in the city of Wuhan, 
China, in late 2019. Travelers who visited 

Wuhan brought the disease to America in 

January. Currently there are 11 reported 

cases in five states – Arizona, California, 
Illinois, Massachusetts and Washington 

state – as of Feb. 3, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control. More cases are likely 

to be identified in the coming days, the N.C. 
Department of Health and Human Services 

stated.

“Symptoms can include fever, cough or 

difficulty breathing,” AppHealthCare said. 
“Human coronaviruses are most commonly 

spread from an infected person by coughing, 

sneezing and close personal contact includ-

ing touching and shaking hands (according 

to the Centers for Disease Control).”

The Centers for Disease Control and U.S. 

State Department have 

recommended travelers 

avoid all non-essential travel to China.

The strain comes from the same disease 

family that can cause more serious illnesses, 

such as Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus, or SARS, and Middle Eastern 

Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus, or 

MERS, according to the N.C. DHHS.

“Little is known about this new coronavi-

rus, but it does seem to have the potential to 

cause severe illness and pneumonia in some, 

including the those who are elderly, immune 

compromised and young children,” the N.C. 

DHHS said in a fact 

sheet.

“The risk to the general 

public in North Carolina is considered 

low at this time, the N.C. DHHS said in a 

Jan. 29 statement. “NCDHHS is providing 

guidance to state and local health agencies, 

health care providers and the general public 

regarding this rapidly evolving outbreak 

investigation.

“We continue to monitor the spread of this 

novel coronavirus very closely,” said State 

Health Director and DHHS Chief Medical 

Officer Dr. Elizabeth Cuervo Tilson, in the 
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BOONE — Earth Fare, the spe-

cialty natural and organic grocery 

store and full-service supermar-

ket, announced Monday, Feb. 
3, that it will start the process 

of liquidation of all of its stores, 

including its Boone location, 

effective immediately.
According to Earth Fare 

spokesperson Jennifer E. Mercer, 

stores will be open depending on 

how long it takes to sell off all its 
merchandise, but she estimated 

that the closures will take place 

around the end of February.
The company cited challenges 

in the retail industry that “im-

peded the company’s progress as 

well as its ability to refinance its 
debt.”

“As a result, Earth Fare is not 
in a financial position to continue 
to operate on a go-forward basis,” 

Earth Fare said in a statement. 
“As such, we have made the dif-

ficult, but necessary decision to 
commence inventory liquidation 

sales while we continue to engage 

in a process to find potential 

suitors for our stores.”

According to Boone Earth 

Fare Bakery Manager Nathaniel 
Steelman, the store’s employees 

found out Monday morning that 

they “would no longer have jobs 

by the end of the month.”

Around 50 people work in an 

average Earth Fare store, Mercer 
said. There are around 50 Earth 

Fare locations in North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Tennes-

see, Alabama, Florida, Virginia, 
Indiana, Michigan and Ohio, with 

Earth Fare to close all stores, including Boone location
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Earth Fare of Boone, located at 178 W. King St. and pictured here on Feb. 3, 

will close about the end of February as part of a companywide liquidation, its 

corporate office announced Feb. 3.
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WEST JEFFERSON — As the 
North Carolina State Bureau of 

Investigation continues its investi-

gation into an eight-hour standoff 
Jan. 15-16 that left one man dead, 

911 calls made during the incident 

reveal more details.

The Ashe County Sheriff’s Office 
first heard from Tiffany McCall 
at 5:59 p.m. Jan. 15, who called 

for a welfare check on her father, 

Landwell V. McCall, 50, of Lenoir. 

She said her father had texted her 

and her mother, with the messages 

making McCall worried about her 

911 calls, ACSO 
reveal more 

about January 
standoff
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SUGAR MOUNTAIN — A man 

lost his life at Sugar Mountain 

Resort on Friday, Jan. 31, after 
an incident where the man and 

others were reportedly trespass-

ing on the property by sledding 

after hours.

Man dies at 
Sugar Mountain 
Resort in after-
hours incident

Coronavirus being monitored
Officials say 

risk is low in nC
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