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• Have your services or hours changed?
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Email mark.mitchell@mountaintimes.com or call (828) 264-6397.
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Offer expires May 31, 2020
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BOONE — In accordance with 

state-mandated restrictions on 

large gatherings, Watauga High 

School plans to host an outdoor 

“drive-through” graduation cere-

mony on Saturday, May, 30, at the 

school.

The ceremony will include many 

of the aspects of a traditional 

ceremony while taking precautions 

to protect the health and safety of 

the students. Weather permitting, 

the ceremony will be held outdoors 

on the WHS campus on an elevated 

stage.

Graduates and their families will 

drive onto campus and be routed 

around the building to the out-

door stage. At this time, the school 

system is allowing multiple vehicles 

in a graduation caravan-type style 

and ask that seniors be in the front 

vehicle. Seniors will be asked to 

exit their vehicles and walk across 

the stage in their caps and gowns 

to receive their diploma. When the 

senior is on stage, families will have 

an opportunity to take photos and 

celebrate their student’s achieve-

ment. The ceremony will include 

speeches by student leaders, Princi-

pal Chris Blanton and Superinten-

dent Scott Elliott.

Blanton said that while state 

restrictions have forced significant 
changes on the school’s commence-

ment ceremony, WHS staff was 
doing everything possible to give 

students a chance to experience the 

graduation ceremony they deserve.

WHS plans ‘drive-thru’ graduation

Students to receive diploma on outdoor stage
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Katherine Johnson receives her cap and gown on May 14 alongside her pooch.
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BOONE — Appalachian State an-

nounced on May 14 that 16 subcon-

tracted workers for a campus construc-

tion project have tested positive for 

COVID-19. The workers are not Watauga 

County residents.

The university was informed of the 

cases by AppHealthCare, it said in an 

email to students.

AppHealthCare identified a small 

ASU: 16 workers test positive
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Crews continue work on the exterior of 
Sanford Hall in February.SEE POSITIVE ON PAGE 2
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BOONE — Eyes and ears 

are focused on Tuesday, 

May 19, when the Watauga 

County Board of Commis-

sioners and Boone Town 

Council will each deliberate 

over how to move forward 

with local COVID-19 re-

strictions.

The commissioners will 

revisit the plan they adopt-

ed at their May 5 meeting to 

maintain local emergency 

restrictions through the 

first two weeks of Phase 2 
of the governor’s reopening 

plan — meaning if Phase 

2 begins May 22, local 
restrictions such as the 14-

day quarantine order and 

ban on short-term rentals 

would not be eased until 

June 5. At that time, the 

county plans to discontinue 

the 14-day self-quarantine 

restriction and resume 

lodging and short-term 

rentals, with facilities hav-

ing more than a six-person 

occupancy limited to 50 

percent occupancy.

But according to the 

materials for the May 

19 commission meeting, 

“after the board adopted the 

above option, the governor 

County, Boone 
to consider 

local COVID-19 
restrictions
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