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GILLAM, Canada – The three-week-plus 

manhunt for two men suspected in the mur-

der of a 2017 Appalachian State graduate and 

her boyfriend in northern British Columbia 

appears to be finished after two bodies were 
discovered along a northern Manitoba river, 

according to the Royal Canadian Mounted 

Police.

“The search is over,” an Aug. 7 statement 

from the Manitoba RCMP said. “At (11 a.m. 

Eastern) this morning, Manitoba RCMP offi-

cers located the bodies of two males, believed 

to be the BC suspects, near the shoreline of 

the Nelson River.”

The two men, Kam McLeod, 19, and Bryer 

Schmegelsky, 18, both of Port Alberni, Can-

ada, were the prime suspects in the deaths 

of Lucas Robertson Fowler, 23, of Australia, 

and Chynna Noelle Deese, 24, of Charlotte, 

which took place near Liard River in British 

Columbia on either July 14 or 15.

“An autopsy is being scheduled in Winni-

peg to confirm their identities and to deter-

mine their cause of death,” the Manitoba 

RCMP stated on Aug. 7.

Deese received a bachelor’s of science in 

psychology in spring 2017, as confirmed by 
ASU spokesperson Megan Hayes, and was 

a member of ASU’s Zeta Tau Alpha sorority 

chapter.
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Canadian police: Suspects in ASU grad’s murder found dead
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Chynna Noelle Deese, left, and Lucas Robertson 

Fowler, right.

BY THOMAS SHERRILL
thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

RALEIGH — In a split 

decision, a three-judge 

panel of the North Carolina 

Court of Appeals ruled to 

remand 

a case 

involving 

a Vilas 

man con-

victed in 

January 

2018 of 

child sex-

ual abuse 

crimes, pending a determi-

nation on whether he was 

competent to stand trial at 

the time.

The ruling concerns 

Jack Howard Hollars of 

Vilas. In January 2018, 

Hollars was convicted of 

three counts of second-de-

gree sex offense and three 
counts of indecent liberties 

Court orders 
competency 

determination in 
child sex case

Vilas man previously 
sentenced to 150 

years in 2018
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BOONE — The names of the 22 

known victims killed in a shooting 

in El Paso, Texas, on Aug. 3 and 

the nine known victims of another 

shooting in Dayton, Ohio, the fol-

lowing day — with others wounded 

in both — were read aloud at a 

candlelight vigil in Boone.

The local Moms Demand Action 

group organized the Aug. 6 event, 

where community members gath-

ered outside of the Jones House on 

King Street to grieve together over 

the weekend shootings. Moms De-

mand Action is a national organiza-

tion that is a grassroots movement 

of people advocating for public 

safety measures for protection 

from gun violence, according to the 

organization.

According to CNN, 22 people 

were died and more than two dozen 

wounded when an shooter opened 

fire in El Paso, Texas. The morning 
of Aug. 4, another shooter killed 

nine people and injured 27 others, 

according to the Dayton Daily 

News.

Calling for change

Moms demand action hosts vigil for weekend shooting victims
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Annie Stone, Stuart Tugman and Edie Tugman participate in a candlelight vigil on Aug. 6.
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