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PARKWAY — The investiga-
tion into an October homicide 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway is 
still underway, and the Charlotte 
FBI Field Office and National 
Park Service are searching for 

any information they can find.
On Oct. 9, Parkway personnel 

received a report from a park 
visitor of a body near a park-
way overlook. Law enforcement 
rangers responded to the scene 
and located a deceased male 
below Yadkin Valley Overlook 
at Milepost 289.8. Investigators 

identified the victim as Josue 
Calderon, 33, of Rhode Island. 
An autopsy conducted by the 
North Carolina State Medical 
Examiner’s Office determined 
cause of death to be homicide.

According to a Twitter post 
from the Charlotte FBI, investi-
gators determined that Calderon 

traveled from Rhode Island to 
North Carolina with two men in 
a silver 2018 Chevrolet Equi-
nox with Florida license plate 
KBYE67.

The FBI and the NPS are try-
ing to develop a more detailed 
timeline. They are asking the 
public to contact them if they 

saw the vehicle or men on Oct. 6 
or 7 between Raleigh and Blow-
ing Rock.

Anyone with information 
concerning the case can call the 
Charlotte FBI Field Office at 
(704) 672-6100 or the National 
Park Service tip line at 1(888) 
653-0009.

FBI, NPS seeking witnesses in Parkway homicide investigation
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BOONE — The town of Boone’s 
municipal operations will use 
100% renewable energy by Febru-
ary, which is eight years ahead of 
the town’s goal.

The Boone Town Council voted 
during its Jan. 12 Town Council 
Meeting to allot $60,290 to pur-
chase renewable energy.

Boone is the first municipality 
in North Carolina to achieve 100% 
renewable energy in municipal 
buildings, according to a Jan. 12 
Town of Boone press release.

Blue Ridge Energy and New 
River Light and Power are supply-
ing the energy, 75% from BRE’s 
solar arrays and 25% from NRLP’s 
hydroelectric power through 
its Green Power Program. The 
divide, according to town sustain-
ability manager George Santucci, 
is based on the energy consump-
tion of the municipal buildings on 
each company’s grids.

“Both companies have made the 
power available to us much soon-
er than I thought,” Santucci said, 
and ultimately the quick adoption 
has put Boone far ahead of its 
goal to have municipal operations 
climate neutral by 2030.

In 2019, the town of Boone 
established a timeline for three 

Boone 
reaches town 

operations 
climate goal 
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WATAUGA — High Country 
residents are sledding, making 
snowballs and bundling up 
through a winter storm which 
dumped around a foot of snow 
onto Watauga County over the 
weekend.

The snow has finished falling, 
but wind gusts recorded up to 
68 miles per hour, according to 
the National Weather Service 
at Blacksburg, VA, have created 
snow drifts and white out con-
ditions.

In Blowing Rock, NWS 
Blacksburg recorded a gust 
of wind reaching 75 miles per 
hour.

According to NWS Blacks-
burg, between Jan. 16 and 17 a 
total of 12.8 to 13 inches of snow 
fell in Boone, with 9.5 and 11 
inches recorded in more south-
ern parts of Watauga County.

The snow came later than 
initially expected, with Saturday 
staving off the start of the storm 
and snowfall picking up speed 
early Sunday morning and fall-
ing through Monday morning.

Melting and refreezing will 
take place after the storm with 
temperatures reaching the high 
thirties and forties throughout 
the week and dipping back into 
the twenties during the evenings 
which may affect road condi-
tions.

For updated road conditions, 
visit drivenc.gov.

More precipitation is headed 
toward the High Country the 
night of Thursday, Jan. 20 and 
Friday, Jan. 21. According to 
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BOONE — The winter storm and 
the COVID-19 surge has created 
more difficulties for an already 
exhausted Appalachian Regional 
Healthcare System staff.

Rob Hudspeth, ARHS senior vice 
president for system advancement, 
said as of Jan. 17, 22 people are hos-
pitalized with COVID-19, with only 
two of them vaccinated. Two people 
are on a ventilator, Hudspeth 
said. There have been 93 deaths at 
Watauga Medical Center with 85 

deaths among those who are not 
vaccinated.

“Although vaccines weren’t widely 
available until 2021, the majority of 
those who have lost their lives were 
also unvaccinated,” ARHS stated on 
Facebook on Jan. 11. “We can see 
from these numbers is that vacci-
nation is reducing the chances that 
people will be hospitalized or lose 
their lives due to COVID-19.”

The most recent deaths occurred 
on Jan. 13.

“Our staff is exhausted,” 
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WATAUGA — The Watauga 
County Board of Education voted 
to keep its mask mandate for stu-
dents, teachers and staff as cases 
are surging in the school system.

The first week back from break 
saw 92 positive COVID-19 cases 
among students and 17 among 
Watauga County Schools staff. 
For the week of Jan. 10, the school 
system saw 166 cases among stu-
dents and 38 cases among staff.

“Having to temporarily close a 
school due to inadequate staffing 
is a huge concern,” WCS Super-
intendent Scott Elliott said. “This 
week, we have seen increased cas-
es in our support staff members 
such as teacher assistants, bus 
drivers and custodians. Everyone 
is pitching in to cover classes and 
drive busses and anything it takes 
to keep schools open, but we are 
stretched very thin right now. 
The weather forecast might be a 
blessing in disguise to help our 

WCS keeps 
masking 

in place as 
cases surge

Winter storm dumps 
more than a foot of 
snow in Watauga, 

brings hazardous winds 
and road conditions
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Silas and Merritt Powell and Basho in Sugar Grove.

COVD-19, winter storm causing 
difficulties for ‘exhausted’ staff
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Watauga Medical Center, part of the Appalachian Regional Healthcare 
System, is located on Deerfield Road in Boone.
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