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ORANGEBURG, S.C. – A high-

speed wreck involving a semi-trail-

er truck and a van along a South 

Carolina interstate on June 24 

killed three Todd residents, includ-

ing two children, and injured two 

others — all from the same family.

Thomas Rusgrove, 37, and his 

two daughters Esther Rusgrove, 14, 

and Jennie Ruth Rusgrove, 11, all of 

Longhope Road in Todd, died from 

blunt-force trauma as a result of the 

wreck, according to a June 26 news 

release by Orangeburg County 

Chief Deputy Coroner Sean Fogle.

According to Cpl. E.W. Collins 

– a public information officer with 
the South Carolina State High-

way Patrol – at around 1:15 p.m. 

on June 24, a semi-trailer truck 

traveling eastbound on I-26 at 

milemarker 154 near Orangeburg 

crossed over the median and struck 

a Toyota van head on.

The van contained five people, 
according to Collins, who have 

since been confirmed to be the Rus-

grove family. According to Lance 

Cpl. David G. Jones, a public infor-

mation officer with the S.C. SHP, 
one of the two surviving occupants 

was airlifted from the scene.

The two survivors, mother Leslie 

and 16-year-old Ethan, are in stable 

condition in a South Carolina hos-

pital, the Rusgrove family said in a 

June 27 statement.

 Three from Todd family killed in SC wreck
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Pictured is the aftermath of a wreck involving a semi-trailer truck and a 
van along I-26 near Orangeburg, S.C. on Monday, June 24.
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T
he long-anticipated 

opening of the Ap-

palachian Theatre is 

expected to happen in 

October, according to the theater’s 

Executive Director Laura Kratt.

“We’re announcing the opening, 

and I feel pretty good that we’re at 

the last stages of construction, with 

events starting in October,” Kratt 

said on June 27.

Kratt said that Vannoy Construc-

tion is planned to finish in Septem-

ber and once open, the theater will 

host several opening events.

“It’s not going to be one grand 

opening event, it’ll be a whole series 

that will be targeted to all different 
musical and artist tastes,” Kratt 

said.

Currently, the theater is being 

primed and painted, with scaffold-

ing set to come down in the near 

future. All the demolition work has 

been completed, Kratt said.

“The operating systems, such as 

electrical, lighting, are currently 

going in,” Kratt said. “The theater 

seats, we’re expecting them to be 

installed in the month of August.”

“Everything is at various stages of 

completion,” Kratt added.

One difference from the old the-

ater will be a second-floor meeting 
space, formerly where apartments 

and offices were. The space will 
include local murals on the walls 

Finish line in sight

appalachian Theatre plans to host events in October
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Laura Kratt, executive director of the Appalachian Theatre of the High Country, poses in front of the West King Street 
entrance on June 27.
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BOONE — So many 

citizens appeared before the 

Boone Town Council June 

27 to air their opinions on 

amortization and short-term 

rentals that the mayor asked 

attendees to leave after 

speaking — the crowd was 

exceeding the room’s maxi-

mum occupancy, according 

to the fire marshal.
The council had invited 

input on short-term rentals 

(such as Airbnb, VRBO, etc.) 

and the proposed amorti-

zation, or phasing out, of 

non-conforming uses in 

low-density residential zones 

at a public hearing that 

lasted three hours and drew 

several dozen speakers, with 

dozens more there to listen.

Short-term rentals

Town Manager John Ward 

explained that the growth 

of short-term rentals and 

their impacts, including a 

decrease in owner-occupied 

dwellings, is a national issue, 

and one that town leaders 

wanted to seek community 

input on before exploring 

potential regulation. Town 

attorney Allison Meade not-

ed that under the town’s cur-

rent ordinance, short-term 

Over-capacity 
crowd opines on 

short-term rentals, 
amortization
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