
Faith
18  WATAUGA DEMOCRAT  SUnDAy, nOvEMbER 17, 2019 

The Timely 
Truth for this 

week is...  
INHERITANCE

D
uring the depression there 

was a sheep ranch owned by a 

man named Yates. Mr. Yates 

wasn’t able to make enough 

on his ranching operation to pay the prin-

cipal and interest on the mortgage, so he 

was in danger of losing his ranch.

With little money 

for clothes or food, 

his family (like many 

others) had to live on 

government subsidy. 

Day after day, as he 

grazed his sheep over 

those rolling West 

Texas hills, he was no 

doubt greatly trou-

bled about how he 

would pay his bills.

One day a seismo-

graphic crew from 

an oil company came 

into the area and told 

him there might be oil on his land. They 

asked permission to drill a wildcat well, 

and he signed a lease contract. At 1,115 

feet they struck a huge oil reserve. The 

first well came in at 80,000 barrels a day. 
Many subsequent wells were more than 

twice as large.

In fact, 30 years after the discovery, 
a government test of one of the wells 

showed it still had the potential flow of 
125,000 barrels of oil a day. And Mr. 
Yates owned it all. The day he purchased 

the land he had received the oil and min-

eral rights. Yet, he’d been living on relief.

A multi-millionaire living in poverty. 

The problem? He didn’t realize the oil was 

there, even though he owned it.

Many Christians live in spiritual pov-

erty. They are entitled to the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit and his energizing power, but 

they are not aware of their birthright.

I also read the story of a Michigan facto-

ry worker, earning less than $10,000 a 
year, was an unknowing heir to a half-mil-

lion dollars. When located by an inves-

tigator some years after his benefactor’s 

death, the worker explained that he had 

neither returned home nor kept in touch 

with his family for 24 years.

The investigator who located him 

estimates there is about $40 billion in 
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B
efore moving to Boone 

in the 2000s, Jason 
English was vacation-

ing in Boone and saw 

an opportunity.

“I saw great shops and coffee 
shops and bars and I started 

asking people about a sense 

of spirituality, and I noticed 

there are a lot of people that 

felt connected to God but feel 

disconnected to church fam-

ilies,” English said in a video. 

“It broke my heart, and I felt a 

really deep sense of calling and 

missional calling to downtown 

Boone, in particular.”

That calling will begin to 

manifest itself as English’s 

church, theHeart, is seeking 

to host a downtown gathering 

at the Appalachian Theatre in 

2020.
“(We have the hope) of using 

that space starting in 2020 to 
engage the heart of the High 

Country,” English said. “We 

want to be involved in the heart 

of downtown. The plan is to 

rent App Theatre for some 

events to engage … We want to 

be a part of shaping the culture 

of Boone.”

An organizational meeting of 

theHeart members will be held 

at 6-7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 20, at the Appalachian 
Theatre as the church goes over 

what the plans are for down-

town Boone in 2020.
theHeart is a Boone-based 

non-denominational church 

founded in 2001 that focuses 
on teaching the love of Jesus 
Christ. English joined theHeart 

in 2009 as a pastor, focusing 
on the visional and teaching 

aspects of the church.

English says that outreach 

into downtown Boone in 2020 

and beyond has become more 

important in recent years due 

to the growth of downtown 

activity.

“What I noticed more and 

more in downtown Boone is 

that there are more and more 

people in downtown Boone 

than ever before, but there are 

actually less churches than 

there were 15-20 years ago,” 
English stated.

Currently, theHeart meets 

at Watauga High School at 9 
and 11 a.m. on Sundays. The 

plan going forward is to keep 

those services at WHS while 

potentially adding a service in 

downtown.

“Quite simply, we want to 

establish a visible and active 

ministry of presence in Boone,” 

a Nov. 3 blog on theHeart’s 

website stated. “With a simple 

focus on reaching the displaced 

church, we see the benefits of 
adding one large gathering 

downtown. We’d like to launch 

spiritual formation groups 

focused on serving the down-

town community. And we want 

to establish and strengthen our 

relationships with area busi-

nesses, organizations, churches 

and campus ministries.”

The Appalachian Theatre – 

reopened in October after more 

than a decade – came into play 

after English met John Cooper, 
chairman of the Appalachian 

Theatre of the High Country 

organization that manages the 

space.

“We’ve been in the process 

of talking to the Appalachian 

Theatre for about five years 
now,”English said. “At the 

beginning of the renovation 

process ... we committed to be-

ing one of the founding donors.”

“We would like to regularly 

‘Living stones’

Local church hopes to ‘build’ downtown following in 2020
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Jason English delivers a sermon at theHeart church of Boone at Watauga High School.
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There are 620 seats in the Appalachian Theatre of the High Country and 

many original pieces, including light fixtures, are from the pre-fire theatre.
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