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20,000 in 2020?
PHOTO BY THOMAS SHERRILL

The former location of Modern Subaru of
Boone is located at 199 N.C. 105 Extension in
Boone.

$11M, 186-bed project
planned for NC 105 Extension
BY THOMAS SHERRILL
thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com
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Boone Police advises school
zone, bus safety tips.
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An aerial view of Appalachian State University’s campus in the Blue Ridge Mountains.

amid ‘uncertain’ higher ed environment, app State sets fall 2020 enrollment target
BY ANNA OAKES
anna.oakes@wataugademocrat.com
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A

ppalachian State
is setting its sights
on a fall 2020 enrollment of 20,000
students, with Chancellor
Sheri Everts and other administrators noting earlier this
month that continued growth
is vital to the institution’s
financial sustainability and its
standing across the state.

Administrators spoke to the
Appalachian State Board of
Trustees at its Sept. 13 quarterly meeting about the university’s growth and retention
metrics and strategies amid
a climate of uncertainty for
higher education.
“We are approaching a
landmark enrollment rate of
20,000,” Everts said in her
remarks to trustees. “Reaching
our goal of 20,000 students
will not only bring in the

tuition revenue we need, it will
also bolster our position in
Chapel Hill and in Raleigh.
“Funding is tight for academic institutions, and the
landscape for higher education
is uncertain. We have all seen
the recent headlines about
campuses merging or closing
their doors, and surveys and
studies tell us this trend is
likely to continue.”
This fall, Appalachian
SEE ENROLLMENT ON PAGE 2

Boone council approves
downtown tax district additions

Community
Cove Creek students take
science class into the field
thanks to donation.
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Vaping, smoking
ordinances discussed
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thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com
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St. Mary of the Hills to host
Blessing of the Animals.
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BOONE — The Boone
Town Council on Sept. 19
voted unanimously to expand
Boone’s Municipal Service
District to include nine new
downtown parcels.
The vote followed a public
hearing held by the council
SEE APPROVES ON PAGE 2
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Boone Municipal Service District boundaries, as of 2015, are shown
in this photo.
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BOONE – The former location of Modern
Subaru in Boone at 199 N.C. 105 Extension
could be the future home to an $11 million
complex with one mixed-use building and
one-multi-family building, according to a
building permit application filed with the
town of Boone.
The application describes the project as a
“new four-story mixed-use building and one
three-story multi-family building with all
new parking, landscaping and infrastructure
improvements.”
The current property owner is Seven
Properties Boone, LLC, managed by Robert
Dunn of Browns Summit. Dunn and Matt
Durbin, the managing partner of Maifly
Development of Pittsburgh, filed a building
permit application on Aug. 13. Durbin is listed as the applicant and Dunn as the property
owner.
The two buildings would be new construction, with the first estimated to be 78,232
square feet and the second estimated to be
21,102 square feet, according to the application.
The number of combined units would be
113 with 186 bedrooms. The first building
would have a maximum height of 55 feet, 11
inches and the second building would be a
maximum of 56 feet, per the application.
Brent Davis of the Boone-based Brent
Davis Architecture is listed as the designer
for the project.
According to its website, Maifly Development focuses on multifamily and student
housing apartment communities and lists
completed student housing projects at Cornell University, the University of Oregon and
the University of Pittsburgh, among others.
When reached for comment, Durbin declined to speak on the project and Dunn did
not return a message. Dunn’s realtor, Robbie
Perkins of NAI Piedmont Triad in Greensboro, said the property is currently under
contract to be sold and is working toward a
closing in the near future.
The 2.559-acre tiered property, including
the 17,740-square-foot building, has been
vacant since Modern Subaru moved to its
new location off U.S. 421 in 2015.
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