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BOONE — In a ceremony that 

was certainly different than years 
past, Watauga High School and 

Watauga Innovation Academy 

officials conferred diplomas to 
335 seniors of the Class of 2020 
during a drive-thru graduation 

on May 30.
“I know this is a ceremony that 

none of us will ever forget. It was 
a beautiful day filled for cele-

bration and time to honor each 

individual student and family,” 
said Superintendent Scott Elliott. 
“It was a very appropriate ending 

for a class of special students we 
will never forget.”

School officials created a 
unique graduation experience for 
seniors in order to follow guide-

lines set forth by the state to 
remain socially distant due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. AppHealth-

Care Health Director Jennifer 
Greene and Watauga County 
Director of Emergency Services 
Will Holt reviewed the WHS 
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BOONE — Hundreds marched in a Black 

Lives Matter protest in downtown Boone 

May 31, holding signs and chanting to protest 
racism and injustice in the wake of the May 25 
death of George Floyd in Minneapolis.

The Boone event is one of many protests that 
have erupted across the country after a video 
circulated of Floyd being held on the ground 

by police officers, with Police Officer Derek 
Chauvin kneeling on his neck for over eight 
minutes while Floyd repeatedly told officers 
that he couldn’t breathe, according to the Hen-

nepin County Attorney’s office. The 46-year-
old Floyd, whose underlying health conditions 
included coronary artery disease and hyper-

tensive heart disease, became unresponsive 

and was later pronounced dead at a hospital, 

according to the office. Chauvin was charged 
with third-degree murder and second-degree 

manslaughter.
The march began at College Street on the 

Appalachian State University campus and 

proceeded along King Street to the Watauga 

County Courthouse.
“We’re all here today because we have 

witnessed the wrong killing of too many black 
people. We need to stand up, no matter who 
you are, against injustice,” said Kyndavee Bich-

Hundreds march in Boone

Black Lives Matter protest joins others across the nation
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Kyndavee Bichara (left) speaks at the Watauga County Courthouse.
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BOONE — The Boone Town 

Council will hold a web con-

ference meeting begin-

ning at 9 a.m. June 
4 to consider items 
carried over from 
a May 21 meet-
ing agenda and to 

discuss Town Manager 

John Ward’s proposed 
2020-2021 budget.

The total proposed budget, 

including the General Fund, 
Water and Sewer Fund and 
other funds, is proposed at 
$27,173,333, which would be 

about $1.57 million less than the 
approved 2019-2020 fiscal year 
budget.

Amid revenue shortfalls as 
a result of the COVID-19 

pandemic and related 

closures, Ward pro-

poses that the town 

allocate $1,190,000 
from its fund 
balance to help 

balance the budget 

and maintain current 

service levels without a 

proposed property tax increase.
No staff pay raises are rec-

ommended, and the budget 

proposal delays the majority of 
capital outlay involving vehicle 

and equipment replacement, 

according to Ward’s budget 

message.
The property tax rate would 

remain the same under the 

proposal, at 41 cents per $100 
valuation, and no water and 

sewer rate increases are recom-

mended.
“While the most recent water 

and sewer rate study called for 
increases in water and sewer 

rates both last year and this 

year in order to provide fund-

ing for capital improvements 
in our aging system, there are 

no proposed increases at this 

time,” the budget message 
stated. “Staff were successful in 

working with the High Coun-

try Council of Governments in 
securing a $2 million grant for 
the Deck Hill water tank. This 
grant allows water and sewer 

rate increases to be delayed.”
In addition to helping make 

up for revenue shortfalls, the 
$1.19 million from the fund bal-
ance would be used to provide 

$115,000 to outside agencies, 
spend $25,000 for masks for 
public distribution and $50,000 
for the Grove Street Connector 
project.

A public hearing will be 

scheduled at a later date prior to 

the budget’s consideration and 

approval by the council.
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NORTH CAROLINA — As 
protests around the nation against 

racism and injustice continue, local 

and state officials are weighing 
in on the topic and the event that 

sparked the recent unrest — the 

death of George Floyd on May 25 
in Minneapolis.

In a press conference on May 31, 
Gov. Roy Cooper said that recent 
events had “broken open new 

wounds.”
“These scars mark generations of 

trauma that black people and other 

communities of color continue to 
suffer. Trauma that has too often 
gone unrecognized in our country,” 
Cooper said. “We’ve made some 
progress, but when you see George 
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Boone budget proposal would dip into savings


