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DEEP GAP — A married couple 

was found dead from apparent 

gunshot wounds in Deep Gap on 

the night of July 8, according to 

the Watauga County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. The incident report describes 
the deaths as a murder-suicide.

“On July 8, 2020, at 10 p.m., a 

Two found dead 

with gunshot 

wounds in 

Deep Gap

Report describes incident 
as murder-suicide
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BOONE — A “Back the Blue” 
protest will be held in Boone, 
on the campus of Appalachian 

State University on Saturday, 

July 18, to show thanks and 
appreciation to the High Coun-

try’s law enforcement officers, 
organizers said.

Beginning in the Peacock 
Parking Lot at 1:30 p.m., the 
ceremony will include a “Bless-

ing of the Law Enforcement 
Officers,” and officers are en-

couraged to wear their uniform 

to the ceremony but are not 
required to do so. Face masks 
are encouraged along with social 

distancing practices throughout 

the event.
The protest is organized by 

Pastor Michael Greene of Bible 
Way Baptist Church in Boone 

and co-sponsored by the Boone-
based conservative Christian 
political advocacy group Citi-

zens for America Foundation 

‘Back the Blue’ 
protest planned 

for July 18

event organized to pray, 
show support for High 

Country law enforcement
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BOONE — AppHealthCare, 
the regional health department, 

is partnering with Mako Medi-
cal Laboratories to offer drive-
through COVID-19 testing for 
Watauga County residents 

on Saturday, July 18, from 
8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Watauga 
High School, located at 300 Go 

Pioneers Drive in Boone.
Individuals must be residents 

of Watauga County and over 10 
years of age. There is no cost 
for testing, which is available 
regardless of insurance status, 

AppHealthCare stated. If you 
have insurance, bring a copy 
of your insurance information. 
Participants should be notified 
by Monday, July 20, of their 
test results.

AppHealthCare encourages 

individuals to be tested who 
meet the current guidance for 

testing:
• Have COVID-19 symptoms,
• Are at higher risk for se-

vere illness from COVID-19,
• May have been exposed to 

COVID-19,
• Work as a first responder 

or are in law enforcement, fire 

department or health care,

• Work in a setting where 
social distancing is difficult to 

maintain,

• Are part of a historically 

marginalized population who 

may be at higher risk for expo-

sure, or

• Have attended mass gath-

erings like protests or rallies.
“We are grateful for the 

partnership with Mako Medi-
cal Laboratories, support from 
Watauga County and Watau-

ga County Schools allowing 

Drive-thru COVID-19 testing at WHS July 18
15 confirmed cases 

at Goodnight Brothers
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RALEIGH — In a much-anticipated an-

nouncement on July 14, Gov. Roy Cooper 
said North Carolina public schools will be 
open for both in-person and remote learn-

ing under the state’s Plan B, which will 
require safety protocols like face coverings 
for all K-12 students, fewer children in the 
classroom and social distancing measures 

in buildings.
The governor also announced that 

Phase 2 of the statewide reopening plan 
— which had already been extended once, 
to July 17 — will be extended for three 

additional weeks.
“We want to be done with this pandemic, 

but it’s not done with us,” Cooper said at a 
press briefing in Raleigh.

The state’s Strong Schools NC Pub-

lic Health Toolkit outlines the updated 
requirements for Plan B, and can be found 
at tinyurl.com/schoolstoolkit. Modifica-

tions have been made to Plan B since it was 
released in June to make it more protective 
of public health. For example, the state’s 
Plan B previously only required middle and 

high school students to wear masks. The 
July 14 announcement now requires every 
teacher, staff and student from kindergar-

ten through high school to wear a mask.

“The studies have shown overwhelmingly 
that face coverings reduce disease trans-

mission,” Cooper said.
The state is providing at least five 

reusable face coverings for each student, 
teacher and staff member. In June, the 
state provided packs of personal protective 
equipment to schools that included a two-

month supply of thermometers, surgical 

masks, face shields and gowns for school 
nurses and delegated staff who provide 

health care to students.
The state also recommended that schools 

implement other safety precautions such 

Cooper: Schools will reopen this fall

Watauga schools’ 2x3 plan: Two days at school, three days remote each week
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Gov. Roy Cooper announces a plan for schools on July 14.
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