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Blowing Rocket
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MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — Blowing Rock 

Chamber of Commerce President and CEO 

Charles Hardin was recognized as the 2019 

North Carolina Chamber Executive of the 

Year by the the Carolinas Association of 

Chamber of Commerce Executives at its 

annual management conference on Oct. 4.

“Often times, the most powerful Cham-

ber leaders tend to be peacocks,” an essay 

submitted about Hardin stated. “The bright 

stars in the room, the lead singers in the 

band who love to see and be seen, much 

Hardin named NC 
chamber executive 

of the year

PHOTO COURTESY BLOWING ROCK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Blowing Rock Chamber of Commerce President 

and CEO Charles Hardin poses with with his 

2019 North Carolina Chamber Executive of the 

Year award.
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BLOWING ROCK – The 

location of the K9 Keg Pull and 

beer garden at the 2020 Blowing 

Rock WinterFest is undecided 

after the Blowing Rock Town 

Council tabled an application to 

use Park Avenue and the Blowing 

Rock Police Department’s parking 

lot as the new locations for the 

events during the council’s Oct. 9 

meeting

The motion will be brought 

back to a special meeting of town 

council after The Blowing Rock 

Chamber of Commerce goes 

over different proposed locations 
recommended by council, with the 

special meeting date and time to 

be announced within the next two 

weeks.

The special events application 

was presented by Blowing Rock 

Parks and Recreation director 

Jennifer Brown, as well as Blow-

ing Rock Chamber of Commerce’s 

Suzy Barker, which they said is 

the result of feedback from all 

town departments.

Brown said the idea is to close 

Park Avenue from Main Street to 

Wallingford Avenue on Saturday, 

Jan. 25, 2020 for the K9 Keg Pull 

event, moving the event from in 

front of the American Legion Hall, 

which also hosted the festival’s 

Blowing Rock council debates 
WinterFest beer garden location
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Hundreds watch the K9 Keg Pull races in front of the Blowing 
Rock American Legion Hall on Saturday, Jan. 26. The races 
were part of the 2019 Blowing Rock WinterFest.
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BLOWING ROCK — After 25 years and 

four locations, Gaines Kiker’s silversmith 

and goldsmith store in Blowing Rock cele-

brated its 25th year in business at its Morris 

Street location on Oct. 3.

“This is a great place to live, I met my wife 

here, got married here, had both children 

here, they both went to Blowing Rock 

School, this town has definitely embraced 
me,” Kiker said. “The town has given me 

support to keep going.”

According to his website, Kiker’s silver 

Silver anniversary 
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BOONE — The leadership 

team at the Appalachian The-

atre of the High Country an-

nounced that the final phase of 
construction has been complet-

ed and 

that the 

newly 

renovat-

ed 1938 

land-

mark 

will 

begin 

opera-

tions this month.

The first performance will 
take place at 7 p.m. on Monday, 

Oct. 14, when John McEuen, 

founder of the Nitty Gritty Dirt 

Band, will be joined by his cur-

rent band The String Wizards 

for a concert titled, “Will The 

Circle Be Unbroken.”

“The name of that event is 

fortuitous since we’ve now 

come full circle with this proj-

ect,” said John Cooper, chair of 

the theatre’s board of trustees. 

“What began as the ‘Save The 

Appalachian Theatre’ task force 

in December 2011 has grown 

to involve over 500 volunteers 

and thousands of community 

stakeholders, all of whom have 

given generously of their time, 

talent and resources to make 

this dream become a reality.”

Laura Kratt, executive 

director of the ATHC, has 

programmed a diverse slate of 

offerings for the opening weeks 
of the theatre, designed to show 

off the venue and its many 
production capabilities.

“While staying true to the 

original purpose as a movie 

Appalachian Theatre 
announces opening

First concert is 
Oct. 14
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A vantage point from the top of the balcony of the Appalachian Theatre overlooks construction efforts on 
the main floor.
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