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BOONE — The Boone Police 

Department seized $72,000 

worth of methamphetamine and 

arrested two individuals after an 

investigation led to a traffic stop 
on June 13.

According to Boone Police, 

the department has worked with 

the Watauga County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Johnson County 
Sheriff’s Office in Tennessee, 
the North Carolina State Bureau 

of Investigation and the United 

States Department of Homeland 

Security on an ongoing investi-

gation into a significantly large 
source of methamphetamine in 

the western North Carolina and 

eastern Tennessee areas.

“Local law enforcement is 

always working to reduce the 

flow of methamphetamine in 
our area,” Boone Police stat-

ed. “Many times, information 

learned in seemingly unrelated 

investigations lead investigators 

to identify common connections 

and new sources of illegal drugs. 

This is the case in this situa-

tion. These agencies partnered 

together and used collective 

intelligence to make this investi-

gation a success.”

As a result of the investigation, 

Boone Police conducted a traffic 
stop on June 13 on a vehicle 

suspected of trafficking a large 
amount of methamphetamine. 

Boone Police Lt. Chris Hatton 

said that Boone Police detectives 

had information that lead them 

to believe that Christy Jade 

Boone, 32, of 221 Joe Shoemak-

er Road, Vilas, and Cody Ryan 

Oaks, 30, of 286 Clay Hodges 

Road, Boone, were in possession 

of meth at the time of the stop.

During the traffic stop, Kyra 
— a narcotics detection canine 

— was used to locate any illegal 

drugs and alerted officers to 
controlled substances. Officers 
searched the vehicle and located 

more than 3.5 pounds of crystal 

methamphetamine as well as a 

small amount of Ecstasy.

Both Boone and Oaks were 

Police: More than 3.5 pounds of meth seized, two people arrested
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Boone Police K9 ‘Kyra’ is pictured with a 

portion of the meth that the department 

seized during a traffic stop.
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TODD — The 105-year-old 

Todd’s General Store is planning 
to reopen its doors to the public 

in early July with new owners 

after being closed for four years.

Matthew Connell and his wife, 

Andrea, purchased the store and 

0.64-acre property, located at 

A century 
and counting

new owner aims for 
July reopening of Todd’s 

General store
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Seeking out opportunities to 

enhance knowledge and using 

what is learned to evoke change 

and embrace growth were the 

words of advice that senior 

Laken Blakenship left with her 

fellow classmates before they 

were officially declared high 

school graduates.

Blankenship joined other 

members of the Class of 2019 

on June 14 at the Holmes 

Convocation Center for the 

graduation of the 53rd class of 

Watauga High School students 

and third class of the Watauga 

Innovation Academy.

Blakenship’s first day at 
Watauga High School was 

during her junior year — a 

change that she credits as the 

most influential day of her life. 

She said the people she met 

in Watauga were not afraid to 

express themselves and their 

opinions even if it was different 

from their classmates.

“Prior to my new school, I 

lived in a very homogeneous 

branch of society,” Blanken-

sip said. “Individuality was 

suppressed and conformity was 

encouraged. I moved from an 

environment in which people 

who differed from the social 

norms were set apart to a place 

where there was unity in diver-

sity. These changes, combined 

with a positive and loving 

environment fostered my own 

personal growth.”

After her move to Watauga, 

Blakenship said she was able 

to fully grasp the importance 

of education and growth. She 

encouraged the Class of 2019 

to pursue the kind of knowl-

edge that teaches a valuable 

life lesson and use it for to 

instill change. To master the 

Hats off, grads!
Watauga High school, 
Innovation academy 
confers diplomas to 

Class of 2019
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Deandre Currence (right) receives his high school diploma from Watauga High School Principal Chris Blanton (left) 

on June 14.
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BOONE — The Watauga County 

Board of Commissioners will be 

considering projects to submit 

for the 2022-2031 State Trans-

portation Improvement Program 

— which identifies transportation 
needs that may receive state fund-

ing if approved.

Commissioners 
to review public 
transportation 

projects
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