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FREE DELIVERY
We Encourage You To Use 

CURBSIDE or 

DRIVE THRU PICK UP  
at Village Pharmacy,  Deerfield, 

King Street,  Greenway and  New Market!

CALL YOUR BOONE DRUGS PHARMACY 

TODAY TO REQUEST A FREE DELIVERY

 IN WATAUGA COUNTY

BY ANNA OAKES
anna.oakes@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — Students began mov-

ing into Appalachian State dorms 

on Aug. 10, and fall classes begin 

Aug. 17. The university on Aug. 1 

announced a new “Student Life” 

webpage outlining what campus 

life will “be like in fall 2020 and 

beyond.”

“The Appalachian experience 

will be different in many ways 
this fall than in years past due to 

COVID-19, yet students can still 

expect the caring approach to their 

growth and development App State 

has long been known for,” the web-

page, part of the university’s recov-

ery website, states. “You also will 

be called upon to be responsible 

community members who value 

App State 
students return 

to campus

Fall semester begins 
aug. 17

SEE APPSTATE ON PAGE 3
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SPARTA — A 5.1 magnitude 

earthquake occurred four kilo-

meters south-southeast of Sparta 

at 8:07 a.m. on Sunday, Aug. 9, 

according to the U.S. Geological 

Survey.

The USGS reported that the 

earthquake occurred at a depth 

of 3.7 kilometers.

According to USGS, the earth-

quake followed a 2.6 magnitude 

quake that occurred in the same 

location, two miles from Sparta 

at 1:57 a.m. The first earthquake 

5.1 magnitude 
earthquake 

shakes 
northwestern NC

SEE EARTHQUAKE ON PAGE 2

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

RALEIGH — Two Appala-

chian State University faculty 

members are part of a group of 

17 other faculty and staff in the 
University of North Carolina 

system who are listed as plain-

tiffs in a class-action lawsuit and 
motion for a temporary restrain-

ing order against the system 

filed on Aug. 10 in Wake County 
Superior Court.

The 99-page complaint 

requests that the court issue 

a declaratory judgment citing 

an increased risk of COVID-19 

infection to employees as they 

are asked to work on campus. 

The lawsuit seeks a temporary 

restraining order as well as 

preliminary and permanent 

injunctions to delay reopening 

public universities to in-person 

instruction.

The lawsuit was filed the first 
day that students were able to 

move back onto App State’s 

campus and just one week 

before classes resume with 

plans for both in-person and 

online classes. According to 

university spokesperson Megan 

Hayes, 900 students moved 

into residence halls on Aug. 10 

with 1,050 more slated for the 

following day.

App State faculty members 

Clark Maddux, the director of 

the Watauga Residential College 
and a professor of interdis-

ciplinary studies, along with 

Matthew Robinson, a professor 

in the Department of Govern-

ment and Justice Studies, have 

both entered into the lawsuit 

as plaintiffs. Both Maddux and 
Robinson are members of the 

Faculty Senate at App State.

Hayes said the university is 

aware of the lawsuit that was 

filed, and that App State’s Office 
of General Counsel has compiled 

court-requested documentation 

and supporting materials. She 

added that the university will 

work closely with the UNC sys-

tem Office of General Counsel. 
Requests for comment from 

the UNC system, Maddux and 

Robinson were not returned as 

of presstime.

The complaint stated that 

the conduct of the UNC system 

is “negligent, reckless and/or 

ultra-hazardous.” Arguments 

for the restraining order and 

injunction — outlined in the 

Lawsuit seeks delay of in-person university classes
two app state faculty 

among plaintiffs
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BY LUKE BARBER
luke.barber@averyjournal.com

N
early 100 businesses in Watauga 
County have received Paycheck Pro-

tection Program loans of $150,000 or 

more, according to records released 

last month.

On July 6, the Trump Administration dis-

closed a database via the Small Business Admin-

istration detailing businesses across the country 

that received more than $150,000 in funds 

through the Paycheck Protection Program.

The allotments were one of the more signif-

icant programs to be implemented as part of 

the CARES Act, which provided economic relief 

to help mitigate the effects of the COVID-19 

pandemic. The information was provided in 

part due to pressure from Congress as well as 

organizations such as ProPublica, a nonprofit 

organization of investigative journalists, filing 

suit under the Freedom of Information Act.

The federal government provided $659 billion 

to businesses nationwide through PPP, and 

banks across the country approved nearly 5 mil-

lion loans with 661,218 businesses and organiza-

tions qualifying for loans between $150,000 and 

A lifeline to businesses
nearly 100 in Watauga 

receive PPP loans of 
$150,000 or more
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