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WESTERN BOUND:

Watauga’s Jaiden Bond 
announced he will walk on 
at Western Carolina. 17
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WATAUGA — A total of 

122,242 unemployment claims 

were processed in North Carolina 

from March 16 through 2 p.m. on 

March 23, according to N.C. Di-

vision of Employment Security’s 

spokesperson Larry Parker.

The average number of claims 

for a similar time period is 3,000, 

Parker said.

State 
unemployment 
claims reach 

122K in a week

BY THOMAS SHERRILL
thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

RALEIGH — N.C. Gov. Roy 

Cooper announced March 23 that 

he would sign an executive order 

extending the closure of K-12 

schools for in-person instruction 

until May 15.

He also said the order will close 

gyms, movie theaters, health 

clubs, hair salons, massage par-

lors, barbers, nail salons, tattoo 

parlors, spas, skating rinks, bowl-

ing alleys, bingo parlors, gaming 

establishments and all commer-

cial indoor and outdoor pools, 

effective 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 25.

In addition, Cooper said the 

executive order would lower 

the threshold of allowable mass 

gatherings to less than 50 people. 

Previously, mass gatherings of 

100 people or more were banned.

“We know these cause hardship 

and heartache, but they’re neces-

sary to save lives,” Cooper said.

The order is in effect for at least 
30 days, according to its text.

Grocery stores and restaurants 

with takeout and delivery options 

would remain open, Cooper said. 

Last week, dine-in options at 

restaurants were banned.

The order also mandated 

further visitor restrictions for 

long-term care and nursing home 

facilities, according to N.C. De-

partment of Health and Human 

Services’ Secretary Mandy Cohen. 

All visitors are banned from 

long-term-care facilities, which 

includes skilled nursing facilities, 

adult care homes, family care 

homes and mental health care 

homes.

Responding to a reporter’s  

School closures extended to May 15

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

W
ith only one 

week to prepare, 

educators in 

Watauga County 

Schools hit the ground running 

to provide “remote learning” to 

students beginning March 23.

“I feel like I’m sprinting 

a marathon,” said Cynthia 

Townsend, a teacher at Cove 

Creek School. “Watauga County 

rose to the occasion. We have 

done the best that we can for 

students and we will continue to 

do that going forward.”

Gov. Roy Cooper announced 

an executive order closing 

public schools for students for 

at least two weeks beginning 

March 16 in an effort to limit 
the spread of COVID-19. Nine 

days after the first order, Cooper 
announced that schools were to 

be closed for in-person instruc-

tion until May 15.

“Everyone stopped everything 

in their tracks,” said Heather 

Remote school is in session

Watauga teachers, families transition to remote instruction

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Green Valley teacher Heather Ward meets virtually with third-grader Brock Jones as he also video chats with his brother, Bowen Jones.
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BOONE — A third Watau-

ga County resident has tested 

positive for COVID-19, according 

to a March 24 AppHealthCare 

announcement, as the number of 

tests administered rose in the last 

week.

According to AppHealthCare, 

Third COVID-19 
case confirmed in 

Watauga

SEE VIRUS ON PAGE 2


