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BOONE — Watauga County 

Schools nurses have conducted 

64 investigations of symptom-

atic students, staff and close 

contacts of known positive cases 

in its first week of allowing 

in-person classes.

In an Oct. 9 email to WCS 

employees, Superintendent 

Scott Elliott said the school 

system had four new cases 

among staff and six new cases 

among students in the first week 

of students’ partial return to 

school buildings. He urged the 

community to “control what we 

can control to protect ourselves 

from this virus and to make it 

possible to keep our schools 

open.”

WCS nurses maintain re-

cords of any students or school 

employees who exhibit possible 

COVID-19 symptoms. Elliott 

said an “investigation” may take 

place when people do not pass 

the screening procedures when 

they enter the school, but most 

case investigations occur when 

someone self reports to the 

nurse.

“One thing that seems to 

be getting across to people is 

to monitor themselves and 

their children for COVID-19 

symptoms and to immediately 

self-isolate if they are symptom-

atic or if they have been a close 

contact to a known positive,” 

Elliott said.

When a student or employee 

is identified COVID-19 pos-

itive, school nurses conduct 

interviews with the person to 

identify anyone who has been 

a close contact 48 hours prior 

to the positive test or the onset 

of symptoms. A close contact is 

defined as being within six feet 

of someone for a cumulative 15 

WCS reports 10 new COVID-19 cases
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BOONE — Watauga elections 

officials have accepted 2,760 

mail-in absentee ballots as of 

Watauga has 
already doubled 
2016 absentee 

ballot count
Majority are registered democrat, 

followed by unaffiliated voters
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A
mid the stress of COVID-19, stu-

dents returning to Watauga County 

Schools facilities have access to 80 

“calm corners” in school class-

rooms thanks to the Compassionate Schools 

Initiative.

“It’s safe to say that everyone across the 

board is experiencing more challenges and 

higher levels of stress. That’s students, 

teachers, parents, administrators, community 

members,” said Denise Presnell, the social 

worker for Hardin Park School. “All the more 

reason that when kids come back, we’re saying 

to them, ‘yes you’re going to have a hard time 

sometimes and that’s OK, and you have the 

power to regulate your own emotions.’”

The Compassionate Schools Initiative 

started in three schools in Watauga in 2018, 

and has since expanded to all eight elementary 

schools and Watauga High School. Accord-

ing to initiative leaders, the initiative’s goal 

is to “keep students engaged and learning by 

creating and supporting a healthy climate and 

culture within the school where all students 

can learn.” Presnell said the initiative is based 

on trauma-informed school principles.

‘Calm corners’ 
classroom areas help 

Watauga students 
manage big emotions
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Savannah Bruner utilizes a calm corner in a Watauga County Schools classroom. SEE BALLOT ON PAGE 3

SEE SCHOOLS ON PAGE 2

SEE CALM ON PAGE 2
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BOONE — AppHealthCare, 

the regional health department, 

reported 218 active cases of 

COVID-19 among Watauga 

County residents, and Appala-

chian State reported 98 active 

Watauga 
COVID-19 cases 
near 1,600, App 

State nears 1,000

Hospitalizations peak at 13 
in past week
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