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BY MOSS BRENNAN

BOONE — The Appala-

chian State fall semester 

will be a bit different when 
students return to their 

classrooms Aug. 17.

Instead of a fall break, 

students will not come back 

after Thanksgiving break, 

and Nov. 30 and Dec. 1 will 

replace the two original fall 

break days. Exams would 

be held online with the 

exception of courses that 

require clinical or lab-based 

assessments.

“This plan will allow for 

the greatest number of our 

students to remain home for 

an extended period of time 

before the spring semester 

begins in January,” Chan-

cellor Sheri Everts said in an 

email to students. “I would 

like to extend my thanks to 

the faculty, staff and students 
who make up the Academic 

Calendar Committee for the 

work they did to recommend 

this change.”

The plan is almost iden-

tical to UNC-Greensboro 

and North Carolina A&T’s 

schedules. Other colleges 

across the country also have 

similar plans, including the 

University of South Carolina 

and Rice University.

Interim UNC system 

President Bill Roper, who 

was director of the Centers 

for Disease Control from 

1990-93, acknowledged the 

fall semester plans at a UNC 

system Board of Governors 

meeting Wednesday.

“We are optimistic, 

leaning in and expecting our 

students, faculty and staff to 
return to classrooms, labs 

and libraries this fall,” Roper 

said. “Crucially, our plan-

ning is focused on ensuring 

that appropriate safeguards 

for health and safety will be 

in place.”

He also said the system 

will be ready “for any set 

of circumstances that may 

prevail” and are working 

through a series of possible 

scenarios for operations for 

the fall 2020 term.

Everts also mentioned key 

safety measures that will be 

in place at Appalachian:

• Establishing a clear 

guidance on safety mea-

sures that must be taken 

in order to be on campus, 

including wearing face 

coverings, washing hands 

often and maintaining safe 

physical distance. The uni-

versity will facilitate this by 

providing face coverings, 

adjusting classroom and 

work spaces and adding 

hand sanitizing stations 

across campus.

• Working with state and 

local public health officials 
to develop and communicate 

clear and concise public 

health and safety awareness 

information that will be 

visibly displayed in every 

building and every classroom 

on campus.

• Decisions will be 

informed by the CDC and 

public health data and guid-

ance, as well as by state and 

local government decisions. 

“We will continue engaging 

faculty, staff and students in 
our future planning.”

“As a campus, we are 

becoming more flexible and 
adaptive to an environment 

that is subject to rapid 

social, political, economic 

and technological changes. 

We are doing so because we 

must — and our ability to 

do so makes us a stronger 

community,” Everts said.

The fall 2020 plan comes 

as colleges across the globe 

are exploring options to 

mitigate the potential spread 

of COVID-19 on their cam-

puses.

A study from the Cen-

ter for Infectious Disease 

Research and Policy at the 

University of Minnesota 

describes three potential 

shapes the pandemic could 

take in the coming months:

• Scenario 1: After the 

current wave of cases 

there would be a series of 

smaller waves that repeat 

in the summer and then 

consistently over a one- to 

two-year period — gradually 

diminishing in 2021.

• Scenario 2: The current 

wave is followed by a larger 

wave in the fall or winter of 

2020 with smaller subse-

quent waves in 2021. This 

would follow a similar pat-

tern seen with the 1918-19 

flu pandemic.
• Scenario 3: The current 

wave is not followed by a 

large peak but rather a “slow 

burn” of cases with no clear 

pattern.

For more information 

about Appalachian State’s 

fall 2020 planning, visit 

www.appstate.edu/recov-

ery.

Appalachian announces fall semester, no fall 
break, students remain home after Thanksgiving
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The International Ride of Silence was commemorated in 

Banner Elk on Wednesday, May 20. A ‘ghost bike’ was 

placed at the Corner on Main to honor bicyclists who 

have been killed or injured. The event remembers mem-

bers of the community including Lees-McRae students 

Carla Swart and Megan Baab, Dr. Erik Lie-Nielsen, Dr. 

Jerry Luck, Ignaciao Giraldo, Cresencio Colon and 

Charlie Robinson. Passersby were welcomed to silently 

remember family and friends they have lost or were 

injured in collisions with motor vehicles.

Ride of silence 
honors fallen cyclists


