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BOONE — The widening of 

Bamboo Road and Wilson’s Ridge 

Road planned to start in summer 

2020 will have a multi-modal path 

on the west side of the Bamboo 

Road portion of the project, as 

confirmed by the N.C. Department 
of Transportation.

Multi-modal 
pathway approved 
for Bamboo Road 

widening
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COLUMBIA, Mo. — The path 
that led to Eli Drinkwitz becoming 
the new head football coach at Mis-

souri went through Wilkesboro.
That was where Missouri 

officials met with Drinkwitz about 
becoming the new coach of the 

Tigers. But Drinkwitz had a few 
things to do before his meeting.

First there was coaching Ap-

palachian State past Louisiana 
45-38 in the Sun Belt Conference 
championship game. Then there 
was seeing his daughter perform 

in “The Nutcracker” at the Schae-

fer Center.
Finally, there was the task 

of becoming the head coach at 

Missouri.
After all the meetings, plane 

trips and negotiating, the last step 

was getting conformation from the 

UM Board of Curators at 9 a.m. 
Eastern Time on Dec. 10. A press 
conference was held at 11:45 a.m. 
ET that introduced Drinkwitz as 
the program’s head football coach.

“What an honor it is for me to 

become your football coach,” he 
told the crowd assembled. “For 
me, this is the opportunity of a 
lifetime and opportunities of a life-

time must be seized within in the 
lifetime of the opportunity. For 
this to occur, it took a lot of things 
to come together at the right time, 

but I know that in my heart, my 
soul and my spirit, this is the right 
place for me and my family — and 
the right time for Mizzou football.”

The job became open after 

coach Barry Odom was fired after 
four years on the job. Odom, who 
played linebacker at Missouri 
from 1996-99 and coached from 

December 2015 until one day after 
the final game of the 2019 season, 
finished 25-25 overall, 13-19 in 
the Southeastern Conference. The 
Tigers were 6-6, 3-5 in the SEC in 
2019.

Drinkwitz’s contract is a six-year 
deal with $4 million annually. 
There are also a list of incentives 

that include a $100,000 bonus 
for playing for the Southeastern 
Conference championship and 
$150,000 for winning. There is 
also a $300,000 bonus for playing 
for a national championship and 

$500,000 bonus for winning. He 

Going to the Zou
drinkwitz named 

head football 
coach at Missouri
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BOONE — Some Appalachian 
State faculty remain concerned 
about the university’s 20,000 enroll-
ment goal amid a perceived deficien-

cy in student mental health resourc-

es on campus, Faculty Senators said 
Dec. 9.

At the senate’s meeting, App 
State’s Faculty Senate members 
heard from Chancellor Sheri Everts, 
Provost Darrell Kruger, Vice Chan-

cellor for Student Affairs J.J. Brown, 
Associate Vice Chancellor for Enroll-
ment Management Cindy Barr and 

Vice Chancellor for Business Affairs 
Paul Forte about the enrollment 

goal. Several senate members said 
faculty are unsure how the university 
can meet the mental health needs 

of its students with the incoming 

projected growth.
Additional concerns about the 

ability of online courses to expand, 
resource allocation as well as lack of 
physical space for students coming 
in — which Everts reiterated is a net 

gain of 351 students — were also 
voiced.

Chris Hogan, the director of the 
university’s Counseling & Psycho-

logical Services Center, said that in 

2018-19 the center assisted 2,738 
students. He said the center typically 
sees around 15 percent of the student 
population – which is a little bit 

higher compared to other public 

universities the same size.
The center allows students to 

come in for an initial consultation 

without an appointment during 

business hours. During the initial 
consultation, the student is provided 

with a variety of options to meet 
their needs. This could be individual 
therapy, group therapy, quick access 
groups (similar to a class to learn 

Faculty’s enrollment growth concerns include student mental health
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Chancellor Sheri Everts speaks during a Dec. 9 Faculty Senate meeting alongside 

Provost Darrell Kruger and Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs Jacqui Bergman. SEE FACULTY ON PAGE 2
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BOONE — After two meetings in 
two days and a contentious back-
and-forth for which board mem-

bers later apologized, the Watauga 
County Board of Elections voted 
to unanimously approve seven 
one-stop sites for the February 
early-voting period ahead of the 
2020 N.C. primaries, adding a new 
site in the Foscoe community.

Under the approved plan, early 
voting starts on Thursday, Feb. 13, 
the earliest date required by new 
state law, and runs from 8 a.m. to 
7:30 p.m. on Feb. 13-14, 17-21 and 
24-28, and from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
on Saturday, Feb. 29. The 2020 

Board OKs primary 
election early-

voting plan, adds 
Foscoe site
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Mizzou Athletics Director Jim Sterk and head football coach Eli Drinkwitz pose for a photo at a press conference held Dec. 10.


