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BY LYNN LAWRENCE

“Let not your heart be 
troubled: you believe in 
God, believe also in me.” 
John 14:1

O
n a scale of one 
to 10 how much 
trust do you have? 
It may be 10 if 

you are trusting your car 
to get you to work. But to 
others they may claim a one 
if their car is ready for the 
auto graveyard. Then, how 
much do you trust that you 
will make it home, car or 
not, at the end of the day?

I always get teary-eyed 
when I see videos of mil-
itary soldiers returning 
home to their families after 
a long deployment. What 
we don’t typically see are 
the tears the soldiers shed 
when they are departing. 
I’m sure the heroes reassure 
their families that they love 
them and all will be well 
until they come home. The 
soldiers stay strong for their 
families. All parties trust 
they will come home.

As I read John 14, I 
imagined Jesus with His 
disciples. After telling them 
to love one another as He 
loved them, He informed 
them that He was going 
away and that they could 
not go with Him. I’m sure 
this news troubled the 
hearts and minds of the 
disciples. However, Jesus 
gave them the solution for 
their troubled hearts in our 
scripture today, trust Him! 
This scripture passage is all 
about trust, because faith 
and trust go hand in hand.

We won’t always have a 
play by play account of all 
the difficulties and trials 
that will come into our 
lives. We will wake up each 
day and trust that we will 
make good decisions for the 
day. Yet God tell us what 
we need to know to sustain 
us through our trials. He 
reassures us that everything 
is going to be alright in His 
perfect timing. In faith, 

we must listen to God’s 
instruction and apply what 
He tells us.

I thank our Heavenly Fa-
ther that I can trust in Him 
no matter what circum-
stances come my way. You 
can too. Think about it!

PRAYER TIME: Please 
check prayer lists wherever 
you can and join each other 
in intercessory prayer. There 
are so many in need of 
prayer. Continue to pray for 
my niece, Lisa Stophel who 
is battling cancer. She will 
be having surgery on April 
4. Also pray for those who 
are experiencing the loss of 
a loved one. Keep praying 
for those with cancer and 
other serious illnesses. Pray 
for our country that needs 
prayer more than ever. Pray 
for our world’s situation. 
Pray urgently for our 
military, our nation and its 
leaders. Pray for those who 
need salvation! As always, 
pray for Israel. Keep praying 
for those with the many un-
spoken requests, and a ray 
of hope for those in prison.

OUR SYMPATHY TO: 
The family of Allen Hamp-
ton who passed away this 
week.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
TO: My grandson, Ayden 
Knight and Judy Huestess 
on March 16, to Sandra 
Lewallen on March 17, to 
Tommy Hampton, Doro-
thy Chestnutt and Richard 
Trexler on March 19, to Sar-
ah Beck and Tim Williams 
on March 20, and to Nancy 
Speagle and Gail Ford on 
March 22. May the Lord 
bless you all in His most 
wondrous and serendipi-
tous way!

THOUGHT FOR THE 
WEEK: “When you dismiss 
God from your life, it won’t 
be long until you will be 
missing God in your life!”

Trust
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BOONE — Through its 
inclusion in the Appala-
chian Gateway Community 
Initiative, Watauga County 
Economic Development was 
recently awarded a $5,000 
seed grant to study the ad-
vancement of the arts along 
the US 321 corridor between 
Boone and Blowing Rock. A 
team organized by Watauga 
Economic Development, and 
inclusive of partners repre-
senting each community, will 
work to administer the grant 
and communicate findings.

The main purpose of the 
project will be to explore how 
the arts may be advanced 
in the existing corridor 
between Watauga County’s 
two largest towns, and how 
the introduction of the arts 
in this developing area may 
spur greater economic devel-
opment.

“The Gateway Community 
workshop last fall was very 
informative and beneficial 
and was a springboard for us 
to begin thinking about ways 
to maintain and enhance 
the gateway corridor of Hwy 
321/Middle Fork Greenway/
Blue Ridge Parkway going 
forward,” said Joe Furman, 
Director of Economic Devel-
opment for the Boone Area 
Chamber of Commerce. “It 
is clear that the arts have a 

tremendous positive impact 
on local economies. This seed 
grant will help us explore 
how to incorporate art into 
the gateway.”

The team will first survey 
and collect data from existing 
land and business owners 
along the corridor. After this 
information is collected, the 
team will create a Request for 
Qualifications for the com-
pletion of an arts integration 
feasibility study along the 
corridor to identify oppor-
tunities. Once this study has 
been completed, the team 
will present findings and 
seek other local funding 
sources for integration of art 
along the corridor.

“The arts have a proven 
track record of spurring 
economic development and 
transforming under-utilized 
spaces. We are thrilled that 
the arts are being considered 
in infrastructure planning 
for our county,” said Amber 
Bateman, Executive Di-
rector of the Watauga Arts 
Council. “We look forward 
to incorporating the arts in 
the expansion on the Middle 
Fork Greenway and along the 
corridor between Boone and 
Blowing Rock.”

For additional informa-
tion, contact Joe Furman by 
email at joe@boonechamber.
com or by phone at (828) 
264-3082.

Watauga Economic 
Development awarded 

grant for Boone, Blowing 
Rock corridor study

Grant to help fund feasibility study to 
explore how the arts may be advanced 

along the U.S. 321 corridor.
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A view of Main Street in downtown Blowing Rock.
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BLOWING ROCK — The Blowing 
Rock Art and History Museum held 
a lecture to look at Arthel “Doc” 
Watson’s influences, life and leg-
acy, which was hosted by his third 
cousin and BRAHM Program & 
Outreach Director Willard Watson 
III.

“(Doc’s) like the greatest gui-
tar player ever. (He had) such an 
amazing, rich baritone voice. I 
don’t go out of my way to listen 
to old-time, bluegrass, Americana 
or country music, but I do for Doc 
Watson,” Willard said.

Willard opened with his familial 
history and ties to the famous gui-
tarist, beginning with his estranged 
father, who-entered his life when 
he turned 18. Upon telling about 
his acceptance to Appalachian 
State, Willard’s father remarked 
that the townsfolk would “get a 
kick out of you,” prompting Wil-
lard to Google his name.

Suddenly, Willard was immersed 
in family history and culture he 
had no idea he was a part of.

“When you share a name with 
someone you don’t like, it doesn’t 
really have a lot of value. But then 
when you find out there’s more to 
it, it really changed my sense of 
perception of who I am,” Willard 
said.

As chance would have it, Willard 
found himself related to the Appa-
lachian legend Doc Watson.

In the remaining two years of 
Doc’s life, Willard got to know him 
and his wife Rosa Lee, as well as 
create memories with the two of 
them. He recalled a heart-wrench-
ing moment about how he had tak-
en Doc to see Rosa Lee in a nursing 
home after she suffered from 
strokes that rendered her unable to 
speak. He said he remembered the 
two just sitting together, holding 
hands, unable to speak or see each 
other.

“It was really hard to see, but 
the love was there and shined 
through,” Willard said.

Willard then went on to tell the 
audience a bit more about Doc’s 
life like how he went blind at a 
young age from an eye infection, 
how the first song he ever learned 
was “Ramblin Hobo,” how his 
family came to live in the moun-
tains after acquiring land after the 
American Revolution, and how he 
met his longtime friend and man-

ager, Ralph Rinzler.
“In the beginning of his career, 

Ralph would program Doc’s sets 
and discourage him from playing 
contemporary tunes or, quote ‘any-
thing not in the folk tradition,’” 
Willard said.

This would prove to work in 
Doc’s favor, as he became known 
as a folk professional with rural 
roots and an urban perspective, 
which helped make him so popu-
lar.

Willard went on to talk about 
how Doc played music that people 
of his age at the time wanted to 
hear, and it was through the folk 
music revival era did he choose to 
perform this style as a means to 
take care of his family without the 
need for government assistance.

“One of the proudest moments 
in Doc’s life — he would say again 
and again — was when he got that 
letter from the government saying 
that he made too much money to 
receive assistance for the blind, 
that he was able to provide for his 
wife and two children on his own 
hard work,” Willard said.

After showing multiple inter-
views, photos and artwork related 
to Doc, Willard showed a record-
ing of a 2011 performance of Doc 
Watson at the Sugar Grove Music 
Festival, which would be one of his 
last.

“Doc was a big benefactor to peo-
ple in the community. He would 
perform for benefits or fundraisers 

BRAHM deciphers Doc Watson

BY MOSS BRENNAN
BLOWING ROCK — The Blowing 

Rock Town Council is inviting the 
public and the business community 
to an informational session about 
proposed paid parking around town.

Blowing Rock Town Manager 
Shane Fox will facilitate the meet-
ing along with Blowing Rock Police 
Chief Aaron Miller. The meeting will 
take place on March 28 at 6 p.m. at 
the American Legion Building at 333 
Wallingford Street.

While paid parking for Blowing 
Rock has not been approved, it will 
come before the Town Council again 

in April, with potential implementa-
tion this fall.

The paid parking proposal would 
have parking on Main Street, Sunset 
Drive, Wallingford Street, Park Ave, 
Pine Street be $2 per hour plus 
applicable convenience fees, which 
would not exceed 50 cents per park-
ing transaction. Parking on Main 
Street would also include the first 30 
minutes being free.

Other parking areas — Maple 
Street Parking Lot, Ginny Stevens 
Lane Parking Deck, Wallingford 
Street Parking Deck, Robbins Pool 
Parking Area, American Legion 

Parking Area and Annie Cannon 
Gardens Parking Area — would be at 
a rate of $1.50 per hour plus appli-
cable convenience fees. Free parking 
would be available at the Davant 
Field Parking Area.

Parking tickets would range from 
a $10 ticket on the first overtime 
violation to $20 on the third and any 
subsequent overtime violations.

According to the paid parking 
proposal, the gross revenues for paid 
parking in Blowing Rock is estimat-
ed at $1.3 million per year. That does 
not include revenue from parking 
violation tickets.

Town of Blowing Rock to host info 
session, Q&A on paid parking
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Willard Watson presents about Doc Watson.
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A record from Doc and Merle Watson
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