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BREAKFAST, LUNCH, BRUNCH, ALL AT ONCE!

GRAND OPENING 

MONDAY 

AUGUST 24TH
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MOUNTAIN CITY, 

Tenn. — Authorities in 

Johnson 

County, 

Tenn., 

and 

Watau-

ga 

County 

are 

search-

ing for 

67-year-old Allen Boy 

McGee — who report-

edly worked in Boone 

— and have charged his 

roommate in his alleged 

murder.

“The body of Allen 

B. McGee has not been 

located and the investi-

Butler man charged with 
murder after Boone store 

clerk reported missing
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Allen B. McGee was reported 

missing on Aug. 7, and was 

last seen in the Butler area.

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

T
he start of the 

2020-21 Watauga 

County Schools 

academic year 

that began Aug. 17 is the 

culmination of months of 

planning to prepare school 

operations in three differ-

ent formats amid the grow-

ing COVID-19 pandemic.

At the Aug. 12 Watauga 

County Board of Educa-

tion meeting, WCS Chief 

Academic Officer Tamara 
Stamey outlined the work 

WCS employees had 

conducted to plan for “2x3 

flex,” a hybrid face-to-face 
and remote learning sched-

ule with students alter-

nating between two days 

at school and three days 

remote learning each week; 

full-time remote learning; 

as well as the Watauga 

Virtual Academy — an 

option for families who 

want students to remain in 

remote learning full time 

when schools resume face-

to-face instruction.

As the school board voted 

on July 28 to delay any 

in-person instruction for 

nine weeks, WCS will begin 

remotely for all students 

except pre-K and students 

with special needs or cir-

cumstances.

Classes for pre-K, excep-

tional children and high 

school students began on 

Aug. 17. K-8 students start-

ed the first week of school 
with optional introductory 

activities that families 

could conduct at home as 

well as opportunities to 

connect with their teach-

ers. Superintendent Scott 

Elliott said the intention 

Watauga school year begins

Educators, students launch into first week of remote school
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Carmen Scoggins, a Watauga High School Spanish teacher, meets virtually with her students.
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BOONE — The Appa-

lachian State University 

Faculty Senate voted to 

approve a resolution of no 

confidence in Chancellor 
Sheri Everts’ leadership as 

well as a resolution holding 

the University of North 

Carolina system Board 

of Governors and Everts 

responsible for COVID-19 

illnesses and deaths as a 

resulting of reopening the 

campus.

The no-confidence reso-

lution had been discussed 

by Faculty Senators during 

two executive sessions the 

body held in July, and was 

officially passed on Aug. 
17 with 23 in favor, 12 

opposed and six absten-

tions. Faculty Senate Chair 

Michael Behrent clarified 
at the beginning of the 

meeting that the resolution 

doesn’t have a direct conse-

quence, but voices concern 

about the administration.

The resolution states 

that Everts is frequently 

isolated from and unable 

to effectively communicate 
with faculty, and that she 

has failed in strengthening 

institutional finances, pro-

viding goals, operating in 

Faculty Senate votes ‘no confidence’ in Everts

Sheri Everts serves as the 

chancellor of Appalachian 

State University.SEE EVERTS ON PAGE 3
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BOONE — AppHealth-

Care reported 84 active 

COVID-19 cases in Watau-

ga County as of Aug. 18, 

with Appalachian State 

University reporting 58 ac-

tive cases among students 

and employees.

Cumulatively, 397 

county residents have 

tested positive in Watauga, 

and 162 Appalachian State 

students, employees and 

subcontractors have tested 

positive to date.

In its weekly COVID-19 

situation update on Aug. 

13, AppHealthCare said 

that of the newly identified 

COVID-19 active 
cases: 84 county 

residents, 58 at ASU
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