
Book and appointment today!

The COVID-19 vaccine has been

opened to everyone!

COVID-19 Vaccine

Available for

Everyone!

COMMUNITY CANINES

SPREAD CHEER

Deerfield Ridge residents 
enjoy pet parade. 16

WeDnesDay, apRil 14, 2021 Founded 1888 • A NC Press Association newspaper of General Excellence • Politically independent  32 paGes | VOl. 132 nO. 42 | $1.25

Get the latest news on the web:
wataugademocrat.com

INSIDE

Obituaries 4

Opinion 6

Calendar 26

Comics 27

Sports 19

Classifieds/Public Notices 28

INSERTS: Smart Source, Harris Teeter, Publix, Unilever, CVS, Food Lion, Save

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — A 33-year-old Boone woman 

recently was sentenced to 40 years in 

prison after pleading guilty to second-de-

gree murder.

The charge stemmed from a 2019 case 

in West Virginia in which Anna Marie 

Choudhary helped kill a man; the other 

two accomplices in the murder were her 

father and sister — who later married 

each other.

Choudhary’s March 

31 sentencing hearing 

was the end to what 

McDowell County 

(W.Va.) Assistant 

Prosecuting Attorney 

Dennie Morgan called 

the “craziest” case his 

office had seen. Choud-

hary was living at 156 

Ruthie’s Road, Apt. 1, in Boone, at the 

time of her arrest in October 2019 for 

the murder of 38-year-old John Thom-

as McGuire, of Minnesota.

Arrested in different locations were 

her father, Larry Paul McClure Sr., 55, of 

Pendleton, Ky., and sister Amanda Mi-

chelle Naylor McClure, 31, Chicago City, 

Minn. McGuire was Amanda McClure’s 

boyfriend at the time of his murder on 

Feb. 14, 2019. Morgan said McGuire’s 

family had reported him as a missing 

person, not knowing that he had met his 

demise in West Virginia.

To demonstrate how this situation 

came about, Morgan explained the fami-

ly’s dynamic.

According to Morgan, Larry McClure 

had lost custody of his two daughters 

when they were children because of a 

convicted sex offense. The West Virginia 

State Police sex offender registry listed 

Larry Paul McClure as being convicted in 

July 1998 of first-degree sexual assault 

of a minor for which he served approx-

imately 17 and a half years in a correc-

tional facility.
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RALEIGH — A bill making its 

way through the N.C. legisla-

ture would allow more access 

to public records related to 

New bill in N.C. 
legislature could 

allow further access 
to public records, 

more transparency

Boone woman pleads guilty in W.Va. to second-degree murder
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WATAUGA — Architects from 

Clark Nexsen and members of 

the Watauga County Board of 

Education participated in exer-

cises at an April 12 meeting to 

assess what they wanted in the 

new Valle Crucis School.

Chad Roberson, the head of 

the Asheville architect firm, 

led Watauga County Schools 

Superintendent Scott Elliott 

and other board members in 

two exercises geared at creating 

goals for the new Valle Crucis 

School.

In the first exercise, board 

members and other central 

office staff in attendance put 

sticky notes on posters of ideas 

they wanted to either keep, toss 

or create in regards to the new 

design of the school.

Many expressed that they 

wanted to keep the community 

and environmental connections 

in the new school. As far as 

what they wanted to get rid of, 

members had quite a few items.

The biggest aspect people 

wanted to toss was the fact that 

the current Valle Crucis School 

floods. People also wanted to 

change the fact the traffic flow 

near the school can be congest-

ed, the school itself can feel like 

a maze and that the cafeteria is 

too small.

Finally, board members had 

many ideas for what they want-

ed to create in the new school. 

Members wanted to create 

environments in classrooms 

for students to go to for their 

mental health, the ability for 

the school to meet the design 

of future needs in education, a 

school that’s more sustainable 

and one that creates a renewed 

sense of community pride.

After their first exercise, 

board members and those in at-

tendance picked up photos and 

explained what it made them 

feel in regards to the design of 

the new school. Many of the 

feelings were similar to what 

was put in the “create” section 

of the first exercise.
Bonnie Smith, principal of 

Valle Crucis, said she is elated 

to see the design process for the 

new school start to take shape.

“It’s just really neat for the 

community and for the stu-

dents and staff because this 

is something they’ve waited a 

long time for,” Smith said. “The 

students deserve this and it’s 

Plans in the making
Board of ed meets with 

Valle Crucis school 
architects, approves 

budget proposal
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WCS Superintendent Scott Elliott puts an idea on what to “toss” from the current Valle Crucis School design.
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BOONE — A man from Deep 

Gap was arrested by the Watauga 

County Sheriff’s Office on April 6 

on two charges of crimes against 

children.

James Wood 

Elliott, 39, of 

3070 Wild-

cat Road, was 

charged with 

having inde-

cent liberties 

with a child 

Boone man 
charged with 

exploiting a minor
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