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BOONE — After asking Watauga 

County to reconsider the removal 

of a building on Water Street, the 

Boone Town Council is consid-

ering a swap of land to save the 

 Boone, county 
land swap 

proposed for 
historic building

SEE SWAP ON PAGE 2
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BOONE — A 22-year-old and 

a 17-year-old from Durham 

were arrested on April 1 after 

leading police on a foot chase 

near Watauga High School.

According to 

Boone Police, 

officers were 

dispatched at 

3:33 p.m. to 

the 1200 block 

of N.C. 105 in 

reference to a 

silver Chevro-

let Malibu driv-

ing in a careless and reckless 

manner. Officers located the 

Two arrested 
after leading 

police on  
foot chase

MUHAMMAD

SEE CHASE ON PAGE 2
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BOONE — A commu-

nications log and 911 calls 

describe some of the circum-

stances that led to a Watauga 

man being fatally shot by a 

Watauga County Sheriff’s 
deputy along Hardin Road 

in the late hours of Saturday, 

March 30.

The man, Andrew John 

Mason, 22, of Boone, was 

pronounced dead at Wake 

Forest Baptist Hospital in 

Winston-Salem following 

emergency surgery, according 

to Watauga County Sheriff 
Len Hagaman.

The WCSO said in a 

statement that Deputy Adam 

Gragg encountered Mason 

walking in the roadway after 

responding to reports of “a 

suspicious male going onto 

the property of residences at-

tempting to gain entry” in the 

area of 2145 Hardin Road.

“The deputy stepped out of 

his vehicle to speak with the 

individual and was attacked,” 

Hagaman said in the March 

31 statement. “A violent 

struggle ensued and a deputy 

discharged his firearm, strik-

ing the suspect.”

Gragg has been placed 

on administrative leave per 

WCSO protocol, and the N.C. 

State Bureau of Investiga-

tion is investigating with the 

Man dies after being shot by deputy
WCsO says deputy was attacked; mother says ‘out of character’
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The 2100 block of Hardin Road in Watauga County, where 

officers were dispatched at midnight on Saturday, March 30.SEE SHOOTING ON PAGE 2
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RALEIGH — The Supreme 

Court of North Carolina has 

declined to hear an appeal in 

the Rainbow Trail asphalt plant 

case, meaning Appalachian 

Materials could proceed with 

construction.

“Appalachian Materials is 

very pleased that the appellate 

court’s ruling has been upheld,” 
said D.J. Cecile, manager of 

Appalachian Materials. “At this 

time, Appalachian Materials in-

tends to proceed with situating 

an asphalt plant at the Rainbow 

Trail site.”

“If the (N.C.) Supreme Court 

won’t hear it, that means the 
(N.C.) Court of Appeals’ judg-

ment stands (that) dismisses 

the lower court’s ruling,” said 
Lou Zeller, executive director 

of the Blue Ridge Environ-

mental Defense League, an 

intervening party in the case. 

“To the average person, it is 

unfair for the permit to be 

allowed.”

The denial decision, made 

March 27, was released March 

29 in Appalachian Materials vs 

Watauga County. The Supreme 

Court of N.C. consists of a sev-

en-judge panel, made up of six 
Democrats and one Republican.

The petition release notes 

that Justice Mark Davis — a 

Democrat who made a previous 

ruling on the case while on the 

N.C. Court of Appeals — did 

not participate in the March 27 

decision.

“The Supreme Court of North 

Carolina is the state’s highest 
court, and there is no further 

appeal from its decisions on 

matters of state law,” the 

court’s website states.
The denial means the Novem-

ber 2018 N.C. Court of Appeals 

ruling in Appalachian Mate-

rials vs Watauga County will 

stand.

In September 2017, Watauga 

County Superior Court affirmed 

a Watauga County Board of 

Adjustment’s 2015 decision to 
deny a high impact land use 

permit to Appalachian Materi-

als for the purposes of building 

an asphalt plant off Rainbow 

Trail.

In 2015, the Watauga County 

high-impact land use ordi-

nance prohibited high-impact 

facilities within 1,500 feet of 

an educational facility, which 

Watauga County Planning and 

Inspections Director Joe Fur-

man cited in denying Appala-

chian Materials a HILU permit 

in July of that year.

The N.C. Court of Appeals’ 
decision stated that the Marga-

ret E. Gragg Education Center 

— the Watauga County Schools 

system central office — did not 

qualify an as an educational 

facility, reversing a finding of 

fact that the Watauga County 

Superior Court made.

Asphalt plant prevails
nC supreme Court 
denies appeal in 

rainbow Trail  
asphalt plant case
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Outlined in red is Radford Properties’ proposed asphalt plant site on Rainbow Trail off of N.C. 194. The site is close 

to the North Ridge Circle and Market Hills Drive neighborhoods.

SEE ASPHALT ON PAGE 2


