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Blowing Rocket
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BLOWING ROCK — Avoiding what Jimmy 

Addison describes as a “black exclamation 

point” became an urgent mission for a growing 

group of Blowing Rock residents. With the help 

and cooperation from developer John Winkler 

and still-needed approval of the board of com-

missioners, the coalition is “going green.”

At issue is Winkler’s recently approved devel-

opment of a subdivision off Green Hill Road, 
with many nearby property owners objecting to 

it even though the developer’s town council-ap-

proved plans satisfy the town’s R-15 residen-

tial zoning requirements with no requested 

variances.

“That property lies at the southern entrance 

to Blowing Rock along U.S. 321,” said Addison. 

“The problem with the original site plan is that 

when people come around the curve as they en-

No ‘black 
exclamation 

point’
Community group looks to 

buy lower Green Hill parcels, 
protect gateway green space
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BLOWING ROCK — Demolition of the two 

small houses on the 0.9-acre parcel behind 

Speckled Trout and site preparation before be-

ginning construction of a new hotel, The Embers, 

is scheduled to begin next week, according to the 

developer.

Stephen Barker, principal of the Catellus 

Group, LLC, the developer, said that after the 

long vigil and delayed paperwork from the state 

for the demolition, the beginning activities have 

been pushed into next week.

The Embers Hotel was originally monikered 
“Rainey Lodge.” The conditional use permit was 

approved by 3-1 vote of the Blowing Rock board 

of commissioners at the June 11, 2019 meeting of 

town council. The hotel is planned as a 40-room 

hotel, with bar and restaurant. In spite of the 

parcel’s zoning as commercial and the final plans 
requested no variances from town code, the proj-

ect was met with resistance, including more than 

10 hours of quasi-judicial public hearings.

Embers Hotel ready to 
start site preparation, 

construction
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BLOWING ROCK — A 

chilly morning didn’t seem 

to matter. Hundreds of 
High Country residents and 
visitors kept the turnstiles 

clicking on Tweetsie Rail-

road’s opening day for 2021, 

April 2.

For many in the region, 

hearing a Tweetsie train toot-

ing and seeing steam rolling 

high into the air from its lo-

comotive is a sign that things 

are returning to normal after 

the COVID-19 pandemic kept 

the iconic attraction closed in 

2020 except for a couple of 

weeks at Christmas. Without 

question, opening day was a 

blessing for kids young and 

old, including those being 

pulled along by tiny tykes 

from one park feature to the 

next.

The train is the centerpiece. 

It is a three-mile excursion 

into the wild and wooly West 

where the passengers might 

see an historical re-enact-

ment. What adventure lies 

around the next bend, or 

when the train stops at the 

next “town?”

This year, owner-manager 

A whistle heard round the High Country
Tweetsie Railroad opens for season

SEE TWEETSIE ON PAGE 12

SEE PRESERVE ON PAGE 2
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BLOWING ROCK — The 

2021 High Country fishing 
season got off to a rollicking 
start on Saturday, April 3, 

with the 41st Annual Blowing 

Rock Trout Derby. More than 

100 participants, from small 

fry to adults participated.

Cold temperatures kept all 

but the hardiest and most 

adventuresome away in 

the early morning, but the 

number of anglers swelled as 

the daytime warmed into a 

bright, sun-filled afternoon.
The trout in Broyhill Lake 

had barely worked up an 

appetite for breakfast when 

young Wesley Trantham 

reeled in the first fish at 
7 a.m. at registered it at derby 

headquarters.

At day’s end, “small fry” 

competitor Nathan Burn was 

telling stories about the big 

one that didn’t get away — 

and he wasn’t fibbing, either. 
He caught a 22.5-inch Brown 
trout out of Broyhill Lake 

and it earned him not one, 

but two prizes: (1) the largest 

Brown trout of the day, and 

(2) first place in the Small Fry 
Division of boys and girls 11 

and under. The largest Brown 

earned him a $100 cash prize 

and as winner of the Small 

Fry Division he won an Ugly 

Stik fishing rod.
The biggest rainbow trout 

was caught by Jennifer 

Triplett on the Middle Fork 

of the South Fork of the 

New River, weighing in at 

19.5 inches, and Leon Tester 

hauled in the largest brook 

trout, at 12.75 inches. Triplett 

and Tester won $100 each 

for catching the largest fish 
registered of the rainbow and 

brook species.

In the Boys 12-16 Division, 

Dalton Mundy won an Ugly 

Stik rod for capturing first 
place with his 12.25-inch 

rainbow. Jennifer Triplett 

also picked up an Ugly 

Stik rod for her 19.25 inch 

rainbow, and Kevin Reese’s 

18-inch rainbow earned him 

an Ugly Stik rod in the Men’s 

Division.

There were 15 fish tagged 
by North Carolina Wildlife 

Resources and eight of them 

Blowing Rock Trout 
Derby lands whoppers
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Calvin Thompson is all smiles with the mess of fish he caught 
during Blowing Rock Trout Derby, April 3, at Broyhill Lake. SEE DERBY ON PAGE 6
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Novi (left) Nyla (center) and Aeriana Jarrett pose with the Easter 
bunny at Tweetsie Railroad.


