
Enjoy a variety of seasonal desserts made by
our in-house pastry chef.

Reservations: 828-295-5505

Made with Love

Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner
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Blowing Rocket

BY DAVID ROGERS

editor@blowingrocket.com

BLOWING ROCK — The Middle 

Fork South Fork New River may 

sound odd as names go, but the 

significance of the river’s origins 

on the grounds of the Blowing 

Rock Country Club golf course 

was not lost on one member of the 

town council.

What’s old is 
‘New,’ with 

new signage
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From left, Curtis Andrews, Mayor Charlie Sellers, Melissa Pickett and commissioners Albert Yount, 
Doug Matheson and David Harwood celebrate new signage for the New River, on both sides of 
the Sunset Drive bridge.
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editor@blowingrocknews.com

BLOWING ROCK — Despite four 

months in the doldrums because of the 

COVID-19 economic lockdown and stay-

at-home orders issued by the governor, 

the real estate market activity in Blowing 

Rock’s 28605 zip code was robust during 

2020, according to a report obtained from 

Scott Macintosh, broker-in-charge for the 

Blowing Rock and Boone offices of Allen 

Tate Realtors. Total sales in 2020 inside 

the Blowing Rock zip code totaled $156.55 

million, a 16.34 percent increase over 

2019’s $134.56 million.

In 2020, the largest transaction was $4 

million, the list price, for 183 acres. The 

average transaction was $480,229 (the 

sold price), while the median sold price 

was $387,500.

The largest transaction in the 28605 zip 

code during 2019 was an 81-acre parcel 

Blowing Rock real 
estate market soars 
in last half of 2020

BY DAVID ROGERS

editor@blowingrocket.com

BLOWING ROCK — A dozen members 

of the Blowing Rock Chamber of Com-

merce and town officials met at the Tan-

ger Outlet Center on Monday, Feb. 15, to 

greet the Trading Shoppees into the local 

marketplace with an old-fashioned “ribbon 

cutting.”

Trading Shoppees 
open with 63 

partners at Tanger 
Outlets

PHOTO BY DAVID ROGERS

Rich in merchandise options, the expansive 
Trading Shoppees store at Tanger Outlets fea-
tures products from 63 small business tenants 
and partners.
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SEE SOARS ON PAGE 2
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editor@blowingrocket.com

I
n a virtual presentation 

on Feb. 11, Blowing 

Rock Chamber of Com-

merce CEO Charles 

Hardin emceed the organi-

zation’s 34th Annual Awards 

Ceremony.

After acknowledging the 

stresses and challenges that 

the COVID-19 pandemic have 

imposed on area businesses, 

Hardin said, “Today is about 

celebration. It is a celebra-

tion of the Blowing Rock 

vibrant and engaged business 

community. … It is a time to 

cheer on our fellow business 

owners in their pursuit of 

excellence.”

Appalachian Regional 

Healthcare System CEO 

Chuck Mantooth presented 

the “Business of the Year” 

award to Foggy Rock and 

Sunny Rock restaurants on 

Valley Boulevard. The other 

nominees were Neaco and 

Tanger Outlets. On behalf 

of husband, Burt Myers, 

and son, Andrew Myers, in 

accepting the award, Yvonne 

Myers said, “This year has 

truly been a challenging one, 

but without a doubt we owe 

everything to our great staff. 
They masked up and have 

worked through COVID-19 

like champs. We also want 

to thank our wonderful and 

loyal customers, because 

without them we could not 

have succeeded this year.”

Ali Brochardt, general 

manager of the Meadow-

brook Inn presented the first 
award, for “Best Commercial 

Renovation” to Blowing 

Rock Ale House, with owners 

Jeff Walker and Todd Rice 
accepting the award, virtual-

ly. The other nominees were 

Holiday Inn Express and 

Speckled Trout Restaurant 

and Bottle Shop. In accepting 

the award, Walker and Rice 

acknowledged the work of 

4 Forty Four Construction 

and Sketchline Architecture 

for their work on the ren-

ovation project, as well as 

their customers. “Without 

our patrons, we would have 

a reason to embark on this 

Foggy Rock/Sunny Rock claim Blowing Rock ‘Business of the Year’ award

SCREEN CAPTURE FROM THE VIRTUAL AWARDS CEREMONY

Foggy Rock and Sunny Rock, sister restaurants on Valley Boulevard., were named 2020 Business of the Year by the Blowing Rock Chamber 
of Commerce.

The pursuit of  excellence
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