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P
arkway School third-

grade teacher Kari Riddle 

was recently named the 

Watauga County Schools 

Rookie Teacher of the Year.

WCS started the inaugural 

award this school year. Like the 

school system’s longstanding 

Teacher of the Year awards, rookie 

teachers are selected by their 

peers for the honor. To be eligible 

for the award, a teacher must be in 

his or her first year of teaching in a 

full-time position.

Riddle earned her elementary 

education degree from Appa-

lachian State University and is 

currently working toward a mas-

ter’s degree in reading education, 

according to Parkway School.

“I am so excited to be working 

at such an amazing school in such 

a fantastic school system,” Riddle 

stated on the school’s website. “I 

hope to inspire my students to 

have a love for themselves, learn-

ing and their community. I am 

sure I will continued to be inspired 

along the way too.”
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Kari Riddle (center) is presented with the Watauga County Schools Rookie Teacher of the Year award by Superintendent Scott Elliott and Parkway Principal 

Patty Buckner.
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BOONE – A month following 

the officer-involved shooting 
death of 22-year-old Andrew John 

Mason, the wait 

continues for the 

N.C. State Bu-

reau of Investi-

gation’s findings 
on the report.

“I just want to 

know the truth,” 

said David 

Mason, Andrew’s 

father, speaking earlier in April.

According to Watauga County 

Family waits for 
answers in WCSO 
officer-involved 

shooting
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BOONE – The Boone Town 

Council, Appalachian State 

University and local real estate 

agents seemed to reach a consen-

sus on a Unified Development 
Ordinance change with a 10-year 

sunset provision for ASU to rent 

Leaders reach 
consensus on 
ASU temporary 

uses
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NEBO — Less than two days 

after a wildfire was report-
ed at the end of the Brushy 

Ridge Trail near the Linville 

Ridge in the Linville Gorge 

Wilderness Area, firefighters 
have completely contained the 

blaze.

“Firefighters were suc-

cessful in direct suppression 

efforts to contain the Brushy 
Ridge Fire, which is now 100 

percent contained,” the U.S. 

Forest Service said in an April 

30 statement. “A total of 52 

firefighters worked to contain 
the fire (April 29). Hiking 2.5 
miles down into the Gorge 

along the Brushy Ridge trail, 

the Asheville Interagency 

Hotshot crew dug fireline 
around the fire to limit its 
spread to a small area along 

the Linville River. The final 

containment area of the fire 
is three acres. Today (April 
30), fire crews returned to the 
fire to monitor and mop up 
remaining hot spots near the 

fire lines.”
The fire was first reported 

at 3:44 p.m. on April 28, with 

USFS crews first reaching the 
blaze at 6 p.m., according to 

USFS spokesperson Lisa Jen-

nings. The USFS confirmed 
the cause to be an abandoned 

campfire.
“Anyone with information 

about the cause of the fire is 
encouraged to call the Grand-

father Ranger District Law 

Enforcement Officer at 828-
652-2144,” the USFS stated.

Firefighters hiked the area 
in the night of April 28 to 

assess the fire and determine 
strategies for suppressions, 

returning in the morning and 

working to contain the fire to 
its area. The USFS noted that 

firefighters dealt with steep 
terrain and thick vegetation.

The Brushy Ridge Trail will 

remain closed until the fire is 
fully extinguished, the USFS 

Abandoned campfire sparks blaze in Linville Gorge
Fire 100 percent  

contained as  
of april 30
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Smoke can be seen on the slope near the Brushy 

Ridge Fire in the Linville Gorge.
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