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BOONE — A man reported 

missing from the Green Briar 

Road area the evening of Friday, 

March 8, was found dead in the 

area of Bradford Park Saturday 

morning, the Watauga County 

Sheriff’s Office said.

Wake Forest Baptist Medical 

Examiner Patrick Lantz said his 

office conducted an examination 

Missing Boone 
man found dead 

from hypothermia
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DEEP GAP — A 26-year-old 

man was arrested and charged af-

ter injuring two Watauga County 

Sheriff’s Office deputies during an 
altercation on March 9.

Tylar Chase Watson, of 135 

South Pine Run Road, Boone, 

was arrested and charged with 

drug violations, assault of an 

officer, felony malicious conduct 

by a prisoner, 

resisting arrest 

and damage to 

property.

According to 

a WCSO shift 

report, deputies 

responded to a 

call in reference 

to Watson being 

violent toward the initial caller. 

Watson had left the residence by 

the time deputies had arrived and 

was in the 200 block of Flowers 

Branch Road.

As the deputies were speaking 

with Watson, he became “irate” 

and came at deputies with a pipe, 

according to the shift report. 

WCSO Capt. Kelly Redmon said 

the pipe was metal and was three 

feet long and two and a half inch-

es around.

Redmon said Watson was 

armed with the pipe and even-

tually dropped the item after 

officers gave commands to drop 
the pipe. He then fought with the 

officers while he was being taken 
into custody.

“The subject was subdued 

after a few minutes of a physical 

altercation,” according to the 

shift report. The shift report also 

states that the deputies were in 

a two-way radio dead spot and 

could not be heard calling for 

assistance.

Watauga Medics were called to 

the scene to assist the deputies 

and Watson with some injuries. 

Redmon said the deputies had 

knee injuries and scrapes from 

the incident. He also noted that 

Watson attempted to bite the 

officers.
Watson was treated for a 

laceration to his foot. Redmon 

said officers aren’t sure how the 
laceration happened but presume 

Man charged following alleged altercation with deputies
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BOONE — The Watauga 

County Board of Education 

approved a contract on March 

11 to purchase a 14.4-acre tract 

of land in Valle Crucis for the 

eventual replacement of the ex-

isting 82-year-old Valle Crucis 

School.

The property is situated along 

Broadstone Road between the 

Mast Farm Inn and the Mast 

Store Annex — approximate-

ly one-quarter mile from the 

existing school. The Board of 

Education entered into a con-

tract for the $1,105,000 proper-

ty by allocating funds from its 

existing fund balance — money 

the board has set aside over the 

past several years, according to 

WCS. The contract for the land 

is being made with Joy Pritch-

ett, Gay Isaacs and Roy Hodges 

Jr., according to WCS.

According to WCS spokesper-

son Garrett Price, an appraisal 

of the new property was com-

pleted in January by Sweeting 

Appraisal Services. The proper-

ty was appraised at $1,105,000. 

Watauga County land records 

show a tax value of $106,800 

for the property.

The decision comes after ar-

chitects worked with Watauga 

County Schools on a 13-year-

long capital plan to update, 

renovate and replace some of 

the schools in the district. A fa-

cilities needs assessment iden-

tified a total of $99,690,359.14 

for total project costs for reno-

vations to all eight schools. Val-

le Crucis — along with Hardin 

‘Decision of a lifetime’

School board 
approves land 

purchase for new 
Valle crucis School
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Board of Education members Jay Fenwick and Gary Childers, alongside Superintendent Scott Elliott, discuss a land contract for a new Valle Crucis School.
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Land is under contract by Watauga County Schools for the future spot of a new Valle Crucis School.
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BOONE — With a vote of four to 

one, discussion about the poten-

tial move of two precinct voting 

locations was tabled on March 12 

by the Watauga County Board of 

Elections until a later meeting.

The meeting was the first for the 
new five-member board. Before 
the previous election boards were 

disbanded in December 2018 

following an October 2018 court 

order declaring the state election 

board makeup unconstitutional, 

the county boards had four mem-

bers — two Democrats and two 

Republicans.

Board of Elections 
tables proposal 

for voting  
location changes
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