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...AT NO CHARGE!

We’re here to help you let your customers 
know you’re open for business

...AT NO CHARGE!

                       is Here for You

& Your Business!
• Are you about to reopen?

• Have your services or hours changed?

Run a FREE 2 col. x 5 inch ad
in the month of May (a $300 value)

Email mark.mitchell@mountaintimes.com or call (828) 264-6397.

Ad must pertain to services offered, hours, operational changes. 

Offer expires May 31, 2020

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — According to Watauga 

officials, the county has received 
$1,164,018 in federal CARES Act 
relief funds that is planned to be 
split eight ways to help with the local 
COVID-19 response.

The plan for how the money will 
be dispersed was to be considered by 
the Watauga County Board of Com-
missioners on May 19, as plans are 
required to be submitted to the North 
Carolina Office of State Budget and 
Management by June 1.

According to the county, the 
North Carolina General Assembly 

authorized $150 million in funding to 
the 97 counties that did not receive 
direct federal funding from the 
CARES Act. In addition, it has $150 
million in reserve funds to be appro-
priated to local governments if local 
governments experience a revenue 

County charged with allocating 
$1.1M in COVID-19 relief funding
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BEECH MOUNTAIN — The 
town of Beech Mountain an-
nounced on May 19 that it has 
launched a website titled “Let It 
Flow” to keep community mem-
bers up to date on its plans for a 
new water intake in the Watauga 
River.

“This project will secure a sec-
ondary supplemental water source 
for the town of Beech Mountain by 
drawing a small amount of water 
periodically (approximately 60 

days a year) from the Watauga 
River,” the website states. “The 
water will travel from a small 
pumping station 7.2 miles to 
Buckeye Lake. This water source 
will only be used in times of 
drought, catastrophic emergency 
or if Beech Mountain’s current 
water system fails.”

The new intake — planned for a 
site near Guy Ford Road in Bethel 
— has been a topic of discussion 
in the community for much of the 
past decade. In 2013, the Watauga 

‘Let It Flow’

Beech Mountain launches website for Watauga River intake plan
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The new Beech Mountain Water Plant was completed in 2017.
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From left to right, West Consultants Engineer Benjie Thomas, N.C. Department of Environmental Quality Water Supply Development Coordinator Harold 

Brady, N.C. Department of Environmental Quality Senior Environmental Specialist Elizabeth Countess and Beech Mountain Interim Town Manager Bob Pud-

ney discuss a slide during a presentation of the proposed Watauga River water intake project during a Beech Mountain Town Council meeting on Feb. 25.
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BOONE — On May 18 and 
19, local health departments 
announced that two additional 
Watauga County residents have 
tested positive for COVID-19 and 
that Avery County has its first 
confirmed case of the virus.

The total number of identified 
cases among Watauga County 
residents was 11 as of May 19, 
according to AppHealthCare. 
In surrounding counties, Ashe 
County had 28 confirmed cases, 
Caldwell had 86, Wilkes had 443, 
Avery had one, Carter County 
had 19 and Johnson County had 
15 cases, according to health de-
partments and the Raleigh News 

& Observer.

Both of the new Watauga cases 
have ties to Appalachian State 
University. One is an employee 
of Appalachian whose last day on 
campus was March 20, and the 
other is a subcontracted worker 
who last worked on campus May 
13, according to AppHealth-
Care, the health department for 
Watauga, Ashe and Alleghany 
counties.

“These individuals have fully 
cooperated with isolation in-
structions and are recovering at 
home,” the health department 
stated. “Public health staff have 

Two more 
at App State 
test positive

Cooper says Phase 2 
update coming mid-week
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