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BOONE — Appalachian State 

University is making progress 

in expanding its online courses 

in addition to being on track to 

achieving its target for student 

enrollment growth, according to 

administrators.

In their goal to reach 20,000 

students by this fall, universi-

ty administrators have stated 

that they see online education 

as an area for growth. During 

the Jan. 13 university Faculty 

Senate meeting, Provost Darrell 

Kruger said the university plans 

to develop about 30 new online 

courses with support from the 

Center for Academic Excellence 

through the spring and summer.

In September, the universi-

ty stated that more than 300 

courses are offered online each 
year, with more than 700 avail-

able course sections. Kruger said 

that the goal is to develop 25 

online courses each year during 

the next several years.

While developing online 

courses for this year, Kruger said 

administrators focused on cre-

ating online versions of existing 

App State 
expands 

online courses
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WATAUGA — AppHealthCare 

was one of 23 North Carolina 

health departments to be select-

ed as a recipient of a three-year 

grant award of up to $275,000 

that it plans to use for all three 

of its serviced counties — 

Watauga, Ashe and Alleghany.

These funds are part of a $7 

million award from the U.S. 

Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention’s “Community 

Linkages to Care” program to 

the North Carolina Department 

of Health and Human Services’ 

Division of Public Health. North 

Carolina health departments will 

receive a share of a $2.1 million 

award annually for up to three 

years to implement high-impact, 

community-level strategies to 

address the opioid crisis, accord-

ing to DHHS.

According to DHHS, this new 

set of funding continues the 

momentum from last year’s 

Emergency Overdose funding 

that was awarded to 22 local 

health departments/districts 

— which collectively served 

approximately 3,000 people 

through the same communi-

ty-based strategies.

“This Community Linkages to 

Care funding serves as a catalyst 

for local communities across 

the state to directly address the 

opioid crisis by working collab-

oratively to build sustainable, 

AppHealthCare continues fight against opioid abuse with grant
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O
n Monday, Jan. 20, 

the community is 

invited to join the 

Boone Town Council 

for a ceremony to dedicate Mar-

tin Luther King Jr. Street.

At its regularly scheduled 

meeting held on Aug. 15, 2019, 

the Boone Town Council voted 

unanimously to rename a por-

tion of Hunting Hills Lane after 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in an 

attempt to honor King’s legacy 

in the town of Boone. The loca-

tion was chosen in an effort to 
reach visitors of the nearby chil-

dren’s park, ballfields and the 
new county recreation center to 

remind them of King’s impact 

around the world.

The ceremony will be held 

at Boone Fire Station No. 2, 

located at 1075 State Farm 

Road, beginning at 4 p.m. with 

light refreshments and music 

provided by the Boone Men-

nonite Brethren Church Choir. 

Parking for the event will be 

located behind the fire station 
in the parking lot next to the 

ball fields.
For questions, contact Town 

Hall at (828)268-6200.

Other local events planned to 

honor King’s legacy include the 

following:

‘Selma’ film screening  
at App Theatre

Appalachian State University 

Humanities Council is excited 

to announce a film series in con-

junction with the Appalachian 

Theatre as part of the 2019-

20 theme of “Building a Just 

World.” The film “Selma” will be 
presented on Sunday, Jan. 19, at 

3 p.m., and will feature a panel 

discussion following the film.
Panelists include Cameron 

Lippard, professor and chair 

of the Sociology Department; 

Willie Fleming, chief diversity 

officer; and Toussaint Romain, 
deputy legal counsel, adjunct 

professor, public defender and 

community activist.

This event is free, but requires 

tickets for seating purposes. 

Tickets can be obtained at www.

apptheatre.org.

MLK Challenge
On Monday, Jan. 20, Appala-

chian State University and ACT 

MLK Street to be dedicated
Several local events 
planned to honor 

King’s legacy 

Martin Luther King Jr.
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BOONE — After a qua-

si-judicial hearing that lasted 

nearly five hours, the Boone 
Board of Adjustment voted 

4-1 to grant a special use per-

mit for a four-story storage 

facility on the former Modern 

Toyota of Boone property 

at the intersection of East 

King Street and New Market 

Boulevard.

The applicant, Robert High 

of Robert High Development 

in Wilmington, proposed 

a Save Green Self Storage 

facility that would cost 

approximately $7.5 million 

to build. The 990 storage 

units are planned to cover 

134,852 square feet over 

the four stories and provide 

14 parking spaces plus two 

loading areas. The footprint 

of the building would be 

approximately 31,000 acres, 

Boone Planning Director Jane 

Shook noted.

The facility would be the 

first internally-accessed, 
climate-controlled self-stor-

age facility in the region, High 

said. Due to the lack of similar 

options in the region, High 

said, the facility could serve a 

20-mile radius. The average 

customer uses the facility 

around three years, but their 

Board OKs $7.5M self-storage facility in Boone
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Mark Nuessmeier, 

a neighbor to the 

proposed Save 

Green Self Storage 

facility, speaks about 

traffic impacts to the 

nearby intersection 

during a Boone 

Board of Adjustment 

hearing on Monday, 

Jan. 13. Nuessmeier 

supported the 

project.SEE BOARD ON PAGE 2


