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BOONE — The final compo-
nent for the $191 million P3 
housing project on Appalachian 
State University’s campus is 
starting to take shape.

The multi-phase project, 
which started in 2019, has 
created new residence halls 
and parking lots on App State’s 
campus. In total, the project is 
providing nearly 2,300 beds for 
student housing.

In May, the last component 
of the P3 project began with 
the demolition of Eggers and 
Bowie residence halls. While the 
demolition process started a few 
months ago, the actual tearing 
down of the building could be 
seen in late July, according to 
App State news and media rela-
tions director Anna Oakes.

The area will be developed 
into a surface parking lot with 
approximately 150 spaces.

The final residence hall, New 
River Hall, received its certifi-
cate of occupancy the final week 
of July and residence assistants 
began moving in. A building 
dedication will be held in Sep-
tember.

Demolition of Gardner and 
Coltrane residence halls was 
completed in September 2021, 
and this area has been developed 
as surface parking with approx-
imately 140 spaces. Completion 
is anticipated in the next couple 
of weeks, according to Oakes.

“This is the largest capital 
project in App State’s history. 
We broke ground on the first 
residence hall in 2019,” Chan-
cellor Sheri Everts said in a 
statement. “Three years later, we 
are in the final stage of comple-
tion, and the project remains on 
time and under budget. Through 
this public-private partnership, 
we have replaced six residence 
halls with modernized living 
spaces for our students, have in-
creased the total number of beds 
on campus and have provided 
better, more efficient parking 
facilities — all while saving the 
university time and money.”

App State P3 
project nearing 

end as final 
construction starts
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Crews work on the early stages of 
tearing down a residence hall.
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BOONE — Watauga County School’s online 
public school, the Watauga Virtual Academy, 
is working this summer to prepare programs 
aimed at increasing flexibility and options for 
students and families in grades Kindergarten 
through 8th grade across the county.

This fall, the WVA will offer K-8 homes-
chooled students the opportunity to attend part 
of their school day at the virtual academy. WCS 
has offered a similar program to high school 
students for the last several years, which allows 
dual-enrolled students to take part in athletics, 
clubs and extracurricular activities at Watauga 
High School.

WVA Principal Kelly Walker said opening the 
school to dual enrollment was part of a larger 
effort to ensure the virtual academy meets the 
needs of a wide range of parents and students.

“It’s our goal to build on our existing pro-
grams and opportunities that get students 
together and further the community that we’ve 
built over the past year in the WVA,” Walker 
said. “But we really want to look towards our 
opportunities to expand and be more flexi-
ble, too. We are so proud of the quality of our 
teaching staff and the things they’ve been able 
to offer students, and we want to make families 
aware of what’s available to them.”

Walker said the WVA is a structured online 

school that has licensed teachers at each grade 
level in which students attend classes every 
weekday. While the bulk of the work is online, 
she said the school had fostered a strong com-
munity of students and parents over the last 
school year with several in-person opportuni-
ties and gatherings.

“With in person events like our science and 
art nights, we’ve really grown together so much 
as a community,” Walker said. “I’m hopeful 
that offering dual enrollment this year will just 
further that goal.”

Watauga Virtual Academy to increase flexibility
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Watauga Virtual Academy students Killian Hood and Connor Link participate in science activities at the 
Margaret Gragg Education Center as part of a WVA Science Night last school year.
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WATAUGA — After reviewing materials 
provided to the District Attorney’s office 
by the State Bureau of Investigation and 
the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, 
the District Attorney’s Office, led by Seth 
Banks, has concluded that the actions 
of the law enforcement officers, when 
viewed through the lens of a reasonable 
officer put in the same circumstances, 
were justified on April 28, 2021, when 
Sgt. Chris Ward and Deputy Logan Fox 
were killed.

Overall, the State Bureau of Inves-
tigation collected at least 123 items of 
evidence.

“Given the overwhelming weight of 
the evidence available to this office, it is 
clear that the actions of law enforcement 

personnel at 553 Hardaman Circle often 
rose to the highest levels of heroism 
as they sought to fulfill their oaths to 
protect and to serve our community and 
their comrades against the violent acts of 
Isaac Barnes,” the DA wrote in the report. 
“Further, the evidence indicates that the 
Officers’ belief that it was necessary to 
use deadly force in self defense was rea-
sonable given the totality of the circum-
stances. We conclude that officers on the 
scene acted lawfully and in a manner that 
was consistent with their duties as law 
enforcement officers.”

Banks said in a statement that the 
role of the DA is largely limited to the 
determination of when to pursue crimi-
nal actions. The task before his office in 
relation to the events on April 28, Banks 

Detailed report released on April 28 shooting
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N.C. State Highway Patrol troopers assist with a horse-drawn caisson for fallen Deputy Chris 
Ward on May 6.SEE REPORT ON PAGE 2A
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WATAUGA — The need for foster par-
ents is never ending, said Jessica Hunter, 
licensing and adoption social worker from 
Watauga County Department of Social 
Services.

Prior to the initial outbreak of COVID-19, 
there was a “steady flow” of foster parents 
in the area as she licensed between 30 and 
40 people each year. When DSS reopened 
after the peak of the pandemic in 2020, she 
is now licensing about five people a year 
despite constant need for foster parents.

As of publication, there are 70 children 
in foster care in Watauga County — 28 chil-
dren ages zero to five, 25 children ages six 
to 12 and 17 children ages 13 to 18, accord-
ing to DSS. Thirteen of these children are 
with relatives, 20 are in group homes and 
the remaining 37 children have been placed 
with foster parents.

There are currently 26 family foster 
homes associated with the Watauga DSS.

Hunter said the main goal of fostering is 
to provide a safe and stable environment 
until a child can be reunited with their bio-
logical parents. She said many people state 
their hesitation to foster a child as the fear 
of “getting too attached,” but Hunter said 
this is often a good thing. She said it is hard 
for many foster parents to say goodbye to 
the children they care for, but that meant 
the child was in a loving environment.

Another concern Hunter hears is a fear 
of fostering a child with behavioral issues. 
Hunter said some children in foster care 
may have behavioral issues just like anyone 
else, but that DSS offers a variety of re-
sources to help foster families prepare.

Each child in foster care has a social 
worker that comes to the home at least 
once a month and is often in communica-
tion one to two times a week. The social 

SEE FLEXIBILITY ON PAGE 5A

Watauga County in need of foster 
parents to help provide stability
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Robert and Cindy Price fostered Destiny Mahala from ages nine to 12 and were granted power of 
attorney over here throughout her high school years.SEE FOSTER ON PAGE 5A


