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LINVILLE — A 61-year-old cyclist 

died on Oct. 12 after he was struck 

by a vehicle in a hit-and-run incident 

two days before, and the N.C. State 

Highway Patrol is still searching for 

the suspected driver.

The cyclist, Ignacio Giraldo — from 

Sunrise, Fla. — was riding with a 

group traveling north on U.S. 221 on 

Oct. 10 when he was hit by a gray van 

near Grandfather Mountain around 

11:40 a.m, according to NCSHP. He 

was transported to Johnson City 

Medical Center in Johnson City, 

Tenn., where he later died.

NCSHP stated on Oct. 13 that it is 

continuing to investigate, follow up 

on leads and is still asking for public 

assistance. Investigators are search-

ing for a charcoal gray 2005-2010 

Toyota Sienna minivan. The van 

may be missing a large piece of the 

right front bumper, has a signifi-

cantly damaged windshield on the 

passenger side, and damage to the 

passenger side mirror. According to 

NCSHP, it was able to obtain images 

of the suspect vehicle after it received 

a tip that a van was spotted at a gas 

station in Boone.

The rear of the minivan was 

described as containing numerous 

stickers such as Batman, YETI and 

UNC Tarheel symbols. The possible 

Cyclist dies after hit-and-run, driver still at large
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Officers are searching for the driver of this gray van.
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BOONE — Appalachian State 

University is rolling out a pro-

gram called GEAR UP Guaran-

tee that will grant current se-

niors attending a GEAR UP high 

school — this includes Watauga 

High School — that meet specif-

ic academic requirements and 

application deadlines guaran-

teed admission to Appalachian.

Since 2015, App State has 

worked with 11 school districts 

in Western North Carolina to 

App State program to 
guarantee admission 

for eligible WHS 
students
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RALEIGH — A three-judge 

panel of the N.C. Court of 

Appeals has unanimously di-

rected that a 2018 trial against 

a man accused of indecent lib-

erties with a child be dismissed 

as a Watauga County judge 

erred in declaring a mistrial, 

according to a ruling released 

Oct. 14.

“Applying the ‘strictest 

scrutiny’ as required by the U.S. 

Supreme Court, we conclude no 

manifest necessity existed and 

the trial court erred by denying 

(the) defendants’ motion to 

NC appeals court 
orders Watauga 

indecent liberties  
case dismissed
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W
atauga quar-

terback Ander-

son Castle and 

volleyball player 

Brooke Byrd have been a part 

of many victories on courts and 

playing fields for the Pioneers.
The two became royalty 

Oct. 11 when they were named 

Homecoming King and Home-

coming Queen during halftime 

of Watauga’s football game 

against visiting Hickory at Jack 

Groce Stadium.

Castle, still wearing his foot-

ball uniform, posed for some 

quick photos with Byrd before 

going back to warming up for 

the second half. The Pioneers 

were tied 21-21 with Hickory, 

and Castle was not pleased with 

how the first half went, includ-

ing his performance.

“At the time, I wasn’t that 

happy, because it was 21-21 and 

I hadn’t played very well on 

defense,” Castle said. “It’s good 

to have now.”

Byrd understood how Castle 

felt. She is a three-sport stand-

out at Watauga in volleyball, 

girls’ basketball and track and 

field. She was one day removed 

from collecting 23 kills and 18 

digs in a 21-25, 18-25, 25-16, 

25-18 and 15-3 victory over pre-

viously unbeaten Fred T. Foard 

Oct. 10. Byrd is a key weapon 

for the currently unbeaten Pio-

neers, who are 22-0 and are in 

first place in the Northwestern 

Conference.

“On Friday, he’s always in 

football mode,” Byrd said of 

Castle.

But the court Byrd had on her 

mind on Oct. 11 was the Home-

coming Court she was a part of 

at Jack Groce Stadium.

“I wasn’t thinking much,” 

Byrd said. “I just thought what-

ever was going to happen was 

going to happen. I was excited 

to be on the court.”

Even though Castle was in 

a hurry to get back out onto 

the field, he was happy to be 

named Homecoming King and 

that Byrd was the queen.

“That was nice,” Castle said. 

“I’m glad that happened.”

Castle, who also plays boys’ 

basketball and baseball at 

Watauga, said the homecom-

ing festivities weren’t a dis-

traction for him before or after 

halftime.

“Coach (Ryan) Habich always 

talks about on Homecoming 

night that there are always 

going to be distractions not just 

on Friday night but throughout 

the week,” Castle said. “It really 

didn’t distract me that much. I 

was pretty focused in on what 

we needed to do in the second 

half.”

castle, byrd named 
Homecoming King 

and Queen
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Anderson Castle, left, and Brooke Byrd were named Homecoming King and Homecoming Queen during halftime of 

Watauga’s victory over Hickory on Oct. 11.
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