
WCS CELEBRATES ARTS 

IN OUR SCHOOLS MONTH

Mabel, Green Valley students
showcase art work 18

Wednesday, april 7, 2021 Founded 1888 • A NC Press Association newspaper of General Excellence • Politically independent  40 paGes | VOl. 132 nO. 41 | $1.25

Get the latest news on the web:
wataugademocrat.com

INSIDE

Obituaries 4

Opinion 6

Calendar 34

Comics 35

Sports 25

Classifieds/Public Notices 36

INSERTS: Harris Teeter, Publix, CVS, Food Lion, Save

BY IAN TAYLOR
ian.taylor@wataugademocrat.com

WATAUGA — Slowly, as 

restrictions put in place to slow 

the spread of COVID-19 ease, 

some charitable organizations 

and nonprofits are able to begin 

welcoming back volunteers at 

higher numbers.

When the restrictions first 

began in March 2020, the 

Watauga Habitat for Humanity 

completely shut down their vol-

unteer program amid a stay-at-

home order, eventually reopen-

ing it to two-to-three volunteers 

at a time.

“It has increased the cost 

of building our homes,” said 

Watauga Habitat Director 

Allison Jennings. “Not only has 

the cost of construction itself 

skyrocketed, but we build homes 

With restrictions 
easing, nonprofits 
beginning to allow 
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BOONE — The Watauga Arts 

Council is teaming up with the 

Watauga High School Art De-

partment and the Hunger and 

Health Coalition to host Empty 

Bowls on April 24 and 25.

Empty Bowls is an annual 

fundraising event organized by 

the high school art department. 

Proceeds of Empty Bowls go to 

the Hunger and Health Coali-

tion — a large-scale local food 

pantry serving High Country 

residents who struggle with 

food insecurity.

For the first time since its 

inception in 2001, Watauga 

High School Empty Bowls was 

canceled in 2020.

“Because of the prolonged na-

ture of the pandemic, an event 

at the high school was not plau-

sible and we were searching for 

possibilities to continue with 

the spirit of the event,” said 

Brett McDonough, a Watauga 

High School ceramics teacher.

“Our event is built 100 

percent on donations from 

generous local potters, restau-

rant owners, and artists,” said 

Dacia Trethewey, Watauga 

High School art teacher. “We 

were sensitive to even ask for 

donations due to the challenges 

many have faced this year. So, 

when Amber (Bateman), the 

director of the Watauga County 

Arts Council, reached out offer-

ing to help we were thrilled.”

As the pandemic continued 

and many families in the com-

munity struggled to make ends 

meet, the Hunger and Health 

Coalition stayed open to ensure 

that local residents would have 

steady access to healthy foods.

“Being a consistent and reli-

able resource for our neighbors 

in need has never been more 

important. We know that pro-

viding nutritious foods helps 

our community stay healthy 

and keeps their immune sys-

tems strong. We are honored 

to partner with this passionate 

group of local artists to bring 

back such a beloved event,” 

said Elizabeth Young, Hunger 

After its 2020 cancellation, modified Empty Bowls to be April 24-25
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Bowls made by Watauga High School students will be available during the 

April 24-25 Empty Bowls event.
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BOONE — Watauga High 

School will hold a graduation 

ceremony for the class of 2021 

at 5 p.m. on Friday, May 28. So 

the school can allow students to 

have as many guests as safely 

possible while adhering to state 

restrictions on large gatherings, 

the ceremony will be held out-

doors at the Jack Groce Stadium 

on the campus of Watauga High 

School.

With the current COVID-19 

restrictions in place, students 

will be allowed to have up to 

four guests attend the ceremo-

ny. Students will receive infor-

mation from the high school on 

how guests can be registered 

soon.

Every effort will be made to 
hold the ceremony on Friday 

evening weather permitting, but 

if inclement weather cannot be 

avoided, a rain date is scheduled 

for 10 a.m. on Saturday, May 29.

The graduation ceremony will 

use both the home and visitor 

sides of the stadium to allow for 

physical distancing. Masks will 

be required for everyone attend-

ing the event. The event will 

be livestreamed and recorded 

for those who cannot attend in 

person.

WHS to host graduation May 28
Ceremony to 

be outdoors to 
allow for social 

distancing
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Marley Forrester is handed her diploma by Watauga High School Principal Chris Blanton in May 2020 during a 

drive-thru graduation.
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BOONE — In a March 31 spe-

cial called meeting, the Boone 

Town Council unanimously 

passed a resolution asking the 

N.C. General Assembly to not 

adopt House Bill 291 and House 

Bill 401/Senate Bill 349.

If adopted, HB 

291 would set 

new deadlines 

for commercial 

building plan 

reviews, and HB 

401 and SB 349 

would transfer local control 

to the state for local zoning 

decisions involving residential 

zoning districts, according to 

the town of Boone.

The town stated that Boone 

Town Council adopted a reso-

lution opposing HB 291 and HB 

401/SB 349 due to the negative 

impacts that they would have 
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