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RALEIGH — Gov. Roy Coo-

per announced Jan. 6 that the 

modified stay-at-home order will 
be extended for three weeks as 

Gov. Cooper 
extends stay-at-
home order for 
three weeks as 

virus surges 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. — Watauga 

County representatives and local party 
leaders are condemning the violence that 
broke out on Capitol Hill on Jan. 6.

Philip Lewis, a senior front page editor 
at the HuffPost, tweeted out a video of 
protestors pushing and shoving past 
Capitol Hill police officers to get to the 
building.

Earlier that day, President Donald 
Trump held a Stop the Steal rally with 
his supporters where he claimed the 

2020 election was fraudulent and urged 
them to march to the Capitol building 
where they showed up en masse as Con-

gress was voting to certify the presiden-

tial election.
Trump tweeted out at 3:13 p.m. to 

“Please support our Capitol Police and 
Law Enforcement. They are truly on the 
side of our Country. Stay peaceful!”

The Associated Press reported at 
3:30 p.m. that Senators were evacuated 
and people were told to shelter in place 
and don gas masks after tear gas was 
deployed in the Capitol Rotunda. One 
person was reportedly shot at the Capitol 

according to the AP.

Trump’s press secretary, Kayleigh 
McEnany, tweeted at 3:30 p.m. that the 
National Guard was on its way to the 
Capitol at the direction of Trump.

At 4:15 p.m., Trump tweeted out a vid-

eo talking to his supporters and telling 
them he knows their pain, but “we have 
to have law and order.”

“This was a fraudulent election, but we 
can’t play into the hands of these peo-

ple,” Trump said in the video. “We have 
to have peace. So go home. We love you. 
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BOONE — With questions swirl-
ing around the COVID-19 vaccine, 
the Boone Area Chamber of Com-

merce hosted a panel discussion 
with community health experts and 
leaders to answer vaccine related 
questions.

The Jan. 12 webinar featured 
AppHealthCare health Director 

Boone Area Chamber 
of Commerce hosts 
COVID-19 vaccine 
panel with local 
health experts

Local representatives, organizations respond to storming of Capitol Hill
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The Watauga Democrat staff 
asked local leaders to give 

readers their best predictions 

for the issues, projects and 

events that are upcoming in 

2021.

Watauga County
Watauga County will have 

many projects continuing and 
beginning in 2021, said County 
Manager Deron Geouque. He 

said first and foremost, the 
county will continue assis-

tance to AppHealthCare and 
Appalachian Regional Health-

care System in combating the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
vaccination process has begun 
and will continue well into the 
year. Modifications to county 
facilities have been ongoing to 
protect and mitigate the spread 
of COVID-19 to the public and 
staff.

The opening of the new 
Watauga Community Recre-

ation Center will occur once 
COVID-19 restrictions are re-

duced and the impact to the lo-

cal health care system and com-

munity are lessened, Geouque 
said. He added hat the county 
is excited for the opening of the 
facility and it will be a welcomed 
event after all the community 
has experienced during 2020. 
The construction of a basketball, 
tennis, and pickleball courts will 
complement the new center and 
is scheduled for completion in 
late summer 2021.

The county recently purchased 
property in the Sampson area 
— a joint venture site with the 
NC Viper System — to continue 
the enhancement of emergency 

communications. The proposed 
tower construction is current-
ly under federal review and is 
expected to begin in the spring. 
The project is. Additionally, a 
site is undergoing evaluation in 
the Foscoe area. Equipment has 
been upgraded and purchased 

to meet state requirements for 
interoperable encryption and 
will be installed in the coming 
year. All of these measures will 
increase efficiency and coverage 
of the county’s emergency com-

munications system.
Multiple upgrades will prog-

ress through 2021 and 2022 at 
the Watauga County Sanitation 

Department, Geouque said. The 
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James Cox, a worker at Hampton Funeral Home, pulls up his sleeve as he prepares to receive a COVID-19 vaccine 

from AppHealthCare Jan. 6.
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Trump supporters try to break through a police barrier 

Jan. 6 at the Capitol in Washington. As Congress prepares 

to affirm President-elect Joe Biden’s victory, thousands of 

people have gathered to show their support for President 

Donald Trump and his claims of election fraud.


