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Blowing Rocket

BY DAVID ROGERS
editor@blowingrocket.com

BLOWING ROCK — You never know who 
you are going to meet on Blowing Rock’s Main 
Street or, in this case, during the winter months 
on Appalachian Ski Mtn.

They ski all over the U.S., but Charlotte-based 
attorney Zach Jackson and sons Parker (12) 
and Cooper (6) love coming to Blowing Rock’s 
Appalachian Ski Mtn.

“We go to Vail (Colo.) every year and we have 
also skied and snowboarded in a lot of other 
places, too, from Lake Tahoe and Heavenly 
Mountain in California to Aspen, Telluride and 
other slopes in Colorado, but Appalachian Ski 
Mtn is a phenomenal place to both learn and 
hone our skills,” said Jackson. “Some world 
champions, like Luke Winkelmann, have trained 
here.”

Just like Blowing Rock’s Winkelmann at age 
6 — now competing on the U.S. Ski and Snow-
board Team with Red Bull and snowboard 
manufacturer Burton, among others, as cor-
porate sponsors — 6-year-old Cooper Jackson 
has taken to snowboarding along with his older 
brother, Parker.

A family law and divorce specialist in Char-
lotte, Jackson said they particularly liked the 
foggy and cold, rainy days at App Ski Mtn.

“When the weather is not as nice, that means 
the crowds are a bit smaller, too, and we can 
get lots of work in. We have been up here since 
Thursday (Jan. 6) and are staying through the 
weekend. On Saturday (Jan. 8), including his 
time on the ‘bunny hill’ for beginners and the 
next slope up in difficulty, Cooper got close to 
100 runs in. We were able to go until about 8:30 
in the evening and he got much better as the 
day progressed. By the end of the day, he was 
coming down the more advanced slope without 
falling down and today he is working on the 
slalom course.”

For older brother Parker, it is all about work-
ing on his tricks.

“My favorite tricks are Ollies and 360s,” said 
Parker. “Ollies are where you are able to jump 
with the front of the board leading into the air 
and land with the board level, and 360s are 
where you spin all the way around in the air.”

Jackson said that the three of them just got 
back from a week in Vail, but were eager to get 
back on the slopes this weekend at Appalachian 
Ski Mtn.

“We love coming to Blowing Rock,” said Jack-
son. “We’ll come up during the summer every 
other year or so, but we are up here every year 
during the winter.”

Shredding 
the Mtn

Charlotte area family loves 
honing their skills on 
Appalachian Ski Mtn.
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Charlotte-based attorney Zach Jackson and sons 
Parker, left, and Cooper love coming to Appalachian 
Ski Mtn every winter to hone their skills.
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BLOWING ROCK — With 
new commissioner Pete 
Gherini still unable to leave 
Italy and now veteran com-
missioner David Harwood 
sidelined due to illness, 
January’s regular meeting 
of town council proved to be 
an abbreviated, but efficient 
edition to officially kickoff 
the new year. The meeting 
was held via Zoom and 
simultaneously broadcast 
on YouTube.

After approving the 
previous minutes, then 
deleting or moving around 
a couple of agenda items, 
the council was ready to get 
down to business. Gherini, 

who missed the December 
meeting while on vacation 
in Europe, was to be sworn 
in at the outset of the Jan. 
11 meeting, but that was 

not possible because of his 
inability to leave Italy at 
the moment. COVID-19 
was hindering his travel 
arrangements.

Mayor Charlie Sellers 
announced at the begin-
ning that the closed session 
slated for the end of the 
Jan. 11 open session would 
be rescheduled. A summary 
of business items:

• PRESENTATION: The 
council members received 
a representative of the 
League of Municipalities 
recognizing the Blowing 
Rock Police Department for 
having completed a “Risk 
Review.”

• APPROVED: During 
the only public hearing of 
the Jan. 11 meeting, the 
board of commissioners 
unanimously approved the 
conditional rezoning of the 
0.37 acres between Pine 
Street and Laurel Lane, for 

a 14-room hotel. The now 
vacant lot was formerly the 
site of the Stone Pillar bed 
and breakfast fronting the 
Pine Street side and Snips 
hair salon, formerly acces-
sible off of Laurel Lane. 
The planned hotel will have 
ground level parking with 
one-way access off of Pine 
Street and exiting onto 
Laurel Lane. There will be 
two floors above the garage, 
the first with 8 units and 
16 bedrooms. The second 
with 6 units and 6 rooms. 
The only variance request is 
for the height in the center 
portion of the building to 
be 40 feet, which is beyond 
65 feet setback from the 
streets. The commissioners 
approved the request con-

ditioned upon agreement 
with the fire department as 
to the apparatus required in 
the event of fire.

• UPDATE: Parks & Rec-
reation Director Jennifer 
Brown shared some notes 
on the process by which 
the planning committee 
approached the evaluation 
of all Blowing Rock parks.

• APPROVED: The com-
missioners unanimously 
approved the installation of 
new 3-way stop signage at 
Ransom Street and Henkel 
Street, recognizing that 
turning left from Henkel is 
against a blind curve. Com-
parisons were drawn with 

An abbreviated Blowing Rock board of  commissioners approves 
new hotel, a 3-way stop sign, and a new fountain.
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Blowing Rock Town Hall is at 1036 Main St., Blowing Rock.
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BLOWING ROCK — COVID-19 may 
still be impacting many of the High 
Country’s special events, but certainly 
not the creativity of its people.

Railroads have been around in 
North America since the early 1800s. 
With the transport of men and 
equipment during the Civil War and 
the tying together of the Transconti-
nental Railroad in 1869, adoption of 
rail transportation really took off and 

Special Winterfest demonstration on Jan. 9 features 
knife-making skills at McCoy Minerals
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The Stonedsmiths fashion knives out of recycled railroad spikes and will be conducting 
a demonstration on Jan. 29 at McCoy Minerals, 537 North Main Street in Blowing Rock, 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
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BLOWING ROCK — More 
than 16 years after purchas-
ing and restoring the his-
toric Westglow Resort and 
Spa, the Schaefer family 
listed the property for sale. 
The list price, according to 
listing agent Steve Price, is 
$14 million.

What the Schaefers did to 
renovate and bring to life 
a property that had fallen 
on hard times, according to 
the Blowing Rock Chamber 
of Commerce CEO Charles 
Hardin, is remarkable.

“They had the vision 
when others didn’t. Some of 
the buildings were close to 

falling down, the wood rot-
ted,” Hardin said in recall-
ing the Schaefers’ purchase. 
“What they created for the 
property and, really, for 
Blowing Rock, is an interna-
tionally known hospitality 
business that attracted a 
special clientele.”

In a letter dated Jan. 10 
to “friends of Westglow” 
informing them of the 
changes afoot in the new 
year, the Schaefers them-
selves marveled at what 
they accomplished.

“Westglow has been 
and will continue to be 
an amazing success story. 

Owning a piece of  
Blowing Rock history
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Manor House, located on U.S. 221 south of Blowing Rock, has been put on the market by the Schaefers, with an asking price of $14 million.
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Dining on the porch at sunset is a favorite of guests at Westglow 
Resort and Spa. On Jan. 10, 2022, the property was listed for 
sale at $14 million.

Westglow Resort & Spa has 
been put on the market with 

a list price of $14 million

SEE COMMISSIONERS 

ON PAGE 2

SEE KNIFE ON PAGE 2

SEE WESTGLOW 

ON PAGE 6


