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A
merican flags billowed 
in the wind and a break 
appeared in the afternoon 
rain as tears were shed 

on the U.S. 221/U.S. 421 overpass 
during a ceremony dedicating the 
bridge to a fallen soldier Thursday, 
June 20.

“We are here today to honor 
an American hero,” said Cullie 
Tarleton, Board of Transporta-
tion member for NCDOT Division 
11. “We name this bridge on the 
U.S. 221/U.S. 421 overpass in the 
community of Deep Gap in Watauga 
County in honor of Sgt. Dillon C. 
Baldridge.”

Family members, fellow platoon 
soldiers, friends, veterans groups 
and local elected officials turned out 
to see the Sgt. Dillon C. Baldridge 

Bridge dedicated to soldier

deep Gap overpass named for Sgt. dillon C. Baldridge
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By a show of hands, veterans make their presence known at a ceremony dedicating a newly constructed bridge on U.S. 

221 to Sgt. Dillon C. Baldridge.
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Melissa Strickland, aunt of Sgt. Dillon C. Baldridge, sings the national anthem 

during a ceremony dedicating the bridge to Baldridge.
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BOONE — A 37-year-old man 
is charged with felony sec-
ond-degree kidnapping, misde-
meanor assault on a female and 
misdemeanor sexual battery 
after an incident that reportedly 
happened on May 2.

Jonathan Brian Collins, of 

119 McNabb Lane, Boone, was 
arrested on a warrant on May 
7. He was given a July 8 court 
date in Watauga Superior 
Court and is currently held on a 
$50,000 bond.

According to Collins’ May 
28 indictment by a Watauga 
County Grand Jury, he allegedly 
kidnapped a woman by unlaw-
fully restraining and removing 

her from one place to another 
without her consent “for the 
purpose of terrorizing her.” 
The document also states he al-
legedly assaulted the woman by 
striking her as well as grabbed 
her arms, slammed her against 
a wall and cabinets and placed 
his hands on her throat, mouth 
and nose.

Collins also allegedly en-

gaged in sexual contact by 
force and against the will of 
the woman “for the purpose 
of sexual arousal, gratification 
and abuse,” according to the 
indictment.

Court documents state that 
Collins was ordered to not have 
direct or indirect contact with 
the alleged victim. Garland Bak-
er is listed as Collins’ attorney.

Boone man charged with kidnapping, assault, sexual battery
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BOONE — The Boone 
Town Council will move 
forward with a June 27 pub-
lic hearing on a proposed 
phase-out of non-conform-
ing uses in low-density 
neighborhoods, but council 
members are already 
expressing a willingness to 
find middle ground on the 
controversial proposal.

Councilman Sam Furgi-
uele said he didn’t feel like 
there was much enthusiasm 
among council and staff 
for a proposal he drew 
up, eventually saying he 
was agreeable to a gradu-
al phase-in of the plan or 
cutting out legal non-con-
forming uses, specifical-
ly multi-family houses 
originally built as such in R1 
Single Family Residential 
zoned areas.

The discussion came 
when council discussed a 
proposed draft outline Fur-
giuele put together, based 
on previous discussions 
and a draft crafted by town 
attorney Allison Meade 
that the council reviewed 
in April. The aim would 
be to “amortize,” or phase 
out, non-conforming uses 
that currently would not be 
allowed in R-1, R-1A Sin-
gle-Family Residential with 

Council 
members open 
to amortization 
compromises

Boone approves  
budget, recommends 

194 widening,  
Greenway expansion
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