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BOONE — The Boone Town 

Council on Aug. 15 unanimously 

authorized the town manager 

to apply for approximately $9 

million in U.S. Department of 

Agriculture Community Facili-

ties Loan funds for the Howard 

Street improvement project.

Boone Town Manager John 

Ward told the council that 

designs for the improvements 

— which include the burying of 

utility lines, water and sewer up-

grades, storm drainage, paving, 

bike lanes, crosswalks, on-street 

parking, mid-block crossings, 

streetlights, landscaping and 

other streetscape enhancements 

— are 100 percent complete.

Ward previously said the 

design was 90 percent complete 

last December, but project lead-

ers had to wait on cost estimates 

from the various utilities that 

would be relocating overhead 

lines underground. Total cost es-

timates were at one time as high 

as $12 million, but Ward said 

that lower than anticipated esti-

mates from the utilities resulted 

in the $9 million estimate.

“I’m so excited,” said Boone 

Town Council Member Loretta 

Clawson, “because I’ve been here 

so many years and I’ve seen so 

many plans up on a shelf.”

“I absolutely think we should 

go forward,” said Town Council 

Member Sam Furgiuele, add-

ing that the project has a long 

Boone to apply for $9M loan for Howard Street project
south Water street 
renaming approved

BY THOMAS SHERRILL
thomas.sherrill@wataugademocrat.com

BOONE — The new logo for 

downtown Boone, featuring the 

catch phrase “Live It Up,” will 

be unveiled as part of a mural 

that will be installed on the side 

of 641 W. King St. facing South 

Depot Street during the First 

Friday event at 5:30 p.m. on 

Friday, Sept. 6.

“We’re always looking for 

opportunities for guests, locals 

and visitors to pause in down-

town,” said Lane Moody, of the 

Downtown Boone Development 

Association. “It’ll be a great 

place to take pictures.”

The logo is a long time 

Mural with 
new downtown 

Boone logo to be 
unveiled Sept. 7
dBda annual meeting 

set for aug. 27
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RALEIGH — The North 

Carolina Department 

of Health and Human 

Services is investigating 

recent reports of severe 

lung disease after vaping, it 

said Aug. 16. Three patients 

have been hospitalized in 

North Carolina since late 

July, and similar cases have 

been reported from other 

states, including Wiscon-

sin, Illinois, California and 

Minnesota. No deaths have 

been reported.

Although no infectious 

causes have been identi-

fied in this investigation, 
symptoms are similar to 

pneumonia caused by 

bacterial or viral infections. 

The severity of the disease 

has varied among pa-

tients, with some requiring 

treatment in the intensive 

care unit and assistance to 

breathe.

The causes of these 

illnesses are unknown, 

but all patients reported 

using e-cigarettes or vaping 

devices in the weeks before 

their illness began. NCDH-

HS is coordinating with 

North Carolina Poison Con-

trol, other partner agencies 

in North Carolina, other 

states and the Centers for 

Disease Control and Pre-

vention to investigate.

“We encourage all North 

Carolinians to avoid vaping 

products and e-cigarettes”, 

said State Health Director 

and DHHS Chief Medical 

Officer Elizabeth Tilson, 
M.D. “Although the causes 

of the recently reported 

cases are still under inves-

tigation, this is a reminder 

of the potentially severe 

health consequences of 

vaping.”

No specific brand 
name or source has been 

DHHS: Three hospitalizations among patients who reported vaping
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S
ummer break came to 

a close and Watauga 

County Schools students, 

faculty and staff returned 
to their classrooms for the 2019-

20 school year on Aug. 19.

According to WCS Superin-

tendent Scott Elliott, the school 

system is starting the year with 

a projected enrollment of 4,812 

students across its institutions. 

He added that enrollment num-

bers take a few weeks to finalize, 
but the projected number would 

be the highest enrollment for 

WCS in the last 15 years.

Elliott visited each of the nine 

schools throughout the first day 
and said “there was a positive 

energy everywhere.”

“We had one of the smoothest 

starts to the school year that I 

can remember,” Elliott said.

The calendar for the public 

school system can be found by 

visiting www.wataugaschools.

org/domain/886.
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New year, fresh start
Watauga students 
go back to school

Rylee Vanacore and Blake Vanacore give a thumbs up before walking into Hardin Park Elementary as 

first-grade students.SEE SCHOOL PHOTOS ON PAGE 12 SEE MURAL ON PAGE 2
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