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BOONE – The Boone Town 

Council is going to look at 

five local streets that could 
be renamed after famed civil 
rights activist Martin Luther 
King Jr., and also ask the 
N.C. Department of Trans-

portation about exceptions 
to a policy limiting renam-

ing state-maintained roads, 
according to action taken at a 
Tuesday, July 16, meeting.

New Market Boulevard, 
Howard Street, State Farm 
Road, Meadowview Road 
and Old East King Street will 
be considered by the council 
in an August meeting to be re-

named after King, with Boone 
Town Manager John Ward 
asked to inquire further about 
the potential of renamining 
N.C. 105 Extension.

The item was first discussed 
at a June 20 meeting with 
the focus on renaming New 
Market Boulevard by Labor 
Day in September. At that 
meeting, several business 
owners along the road ex-

pressed opposition due to the 
financial strain and confusion 
it would cause on such short 
notice.

Many of those business 
owners were back in atten-

dance on July 16, along with 
others who were in support of 

Boone continues 
MLK discussion, 
presents several 

renaming options
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M ultiple local 
agencies and 
individuals are for-

mally agreeing to 
strengthen the working relation-

ship between officials and work 
together to determine the best 
solution for minors who may find 
themselves in the juvenile court 
system.

This agreement is called the 
School-Justice Partnership — a 
statewide initiative managed 
by the North Carolina Judicial 

Branch’s Administrative Office 
of the Courts. According to this 
office, SJPs are designed to be 
a group of stakeholders from 
schools, law enforcement and 
the court system who together 
develop and implement effective 
strategies to address student 
misconduct within the school 
system and the community 
rather than by a referral to the 
juvenile justice system.

This is due in part to the “raise 
the age” law, that is planned to 
become effective on Dec. 1 of this 
year. The law will increase the 
jurisdiction of juvenile court for 

delinquency cases to include 16- 
and 17-year-olds.

On July 8, the Watauga County 
Board of Education discussed 
and subsequently approved a 
memorandum of understanding 
for the SJP with the boards of 
education in Avery, Madison, 
Mitchell and Yancey counties as 
well as law enforcement agencies 
in the counties, the District Court 
of the 24th judicial district, the 
District Attorney’s Office of the 
35th district and the N.C. De-

partment of Public Safety.

Keeping kids out of courts

Local officials collaborate on juvenile discipline issues in School-Justice Partnership 

Multiple local agencies and individuals are formally entering into a School-Justice Partnership to address student 
misconduct within the school system and the community.
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BOONE — Whether 
or not the Boone Town 
Council wants to place 
regulations on short-term 
and homestay rentals 
within residential zoning 

districts was a topic of 
discussion during the 
council’s July 18 meeting.

This very discussion 
is one the town has had 
many times over the last 
four years, said Boone 
Town Manager John 
Ward. Concerns about 

affordable housing, 
occupancy taxes and local 
housing stock were voiced 
by various members of 
the council when it comes 
to the rise of short-term 
rentals in residential 
houses.

“It’s been an ongoing 

issue; it’s a growing issue 
in communities,” Ward 
said.

This rise could be cred-

ited to online marketplac-

es such as Airbnb that 
allow people to rent out 
properties or spare rooms 
on a property to guests. 

According to information 
presented by Council 
Member Sam Furgi-
uele, there have been 
approximately 600 such 
operations using Boone 
addresses. However, since 

Council discusses short-term rental regulations
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