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A
s the threat of COVID-19 hospital 

equipment shortages worry the 

country, companies are taking 

matters into their own hands. 

Three Boone businesses are using their 

abilities to make supplies for our communi-

ty and others across the state and nation.

Boone Chamber of Commerce President 

David Jackson said that in late March, 

North Carolina invited eligible companies 

to make supplies needed to fight COVID-19. 
Jackson said two companies in Boone have 

stepped up to help, creating medical-grade 

equipment that will be used to test for and 

prevent the spread of COVID-19.

Manufacturing company Watauga Oppor-

tunities Inc., which provides employment 

opportunities for adults who have barriers 

to employment and community inclusion, is 

assembling and packaging sample collec-

tion vials used in COVID-19 test kits. The 

company packages test kits popularly seen 

on TV, president Michael Maybee said.

WOI assembles and packages raw goods 

for the German company Sarstedt, and the 

end product is sold across the country to 

users like CDC, NIH and National LabCorp.

WOI has been assembling sample collec-

tion vials for years, but around mid-March, 

Sarstedt’s test kit orders went sky high. 

WOI received the first part of a 750,000 vial 
order that they are still working on, Maybee 

said.

WOI is now packaging 60,000 vials a day 
and are trying to get up to 75,000 daily, 
Maybee said.

“If I understand it, each COVID test kit 

has two or three vials in it,” Maybee said. 

“So you can imagine if they’re looking for 

millions of test kits, I mean do the math.”

WOI is a medical manufacturing facility 

and has always taken sanitary precautions 

— but since the outbreak of COVID-19, it 

Making medical supplies

Tsuga, Watauga Opportunities, Misty Mountain join cause to supply needed equipment
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Manufacturing company Watauga Opportunities Inc. is assembling and packaging sample collection vials used in COVID-19 test kits.
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BLOWING ROCK — In the span 

of two days, from April 2 to April 

4, the town of Blowing Rock rallied 

together to show support for a 

young community member who 

lost his mother, Regina Greene 

Pelsmaeker, on Monday, March 

30.
William Greene III is a 

sixth-grader at Blowing Rock 

School, and he is known by friends 

and community members to 

love dance, live productions and 

parades.

The effort, lovingly dubbed 
William’s Parade, was organized 

by Amber Hendley and Kristen 

Sokolnick, both of Blowing Rock, 

William’s Parade 
provides light 

during dark times

Blowing rock rallies around 
young community member 
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BOONE — AppHealthCare, the 

regional health department, and 

Appalachian Regional Healthcare 

System said April 6 that they are 

following the guidance for use 

of cloth masks or face coverings 

by the general public as recently 

recommended by the CDC.

The CDC recommends “wear-

ing cloth face coverings in public 

settings where other social dis-

tancing measures are difficult to 
maintain (e.g., grocery stores and 

pharmacies) especially in areas 

of significant community-based 
transmission.”

“We know that community 

transmission is occurring in North 

Carolina and even though we have 

a lower number of identified cases 
in our communities at this time, 

we believe additional tools should 

be added to our toolbox to help 

lessen the effects of COVID-19,” 
stated Jennifer Greene, Ap-

pHealthCare health director. “The 

use of cloth masks or face cover-

ings by the general public should 

not replace social distancing and 

other everyday prevention mea-

sures like hand-washing, covering 

your cough or sneeze or staying 

home when you are sick.”

Rob Hudspeth, ARHS senior 

vice president for system ad-

vancement, said, “The use of 

cloth masks makes so much sense 

toward combatting the spread of 

COVID-19. As such, we encourage 

everyone to use them, particularly 

in public locations where social 

distancing is difficult to maintain.”
The use of cloth face coverings 

will not protect you from other 

people’s germs, the organizations 

noted — “it is meant to protect 

other people in case you are 

infected. This would be import-

ant if someone is infected with 

COVID-19 but does not have 

symptoms.”

According to the CDC, recent 

studies have suggested that 

COVID-19 may be spread by 

people who are not showing 

symptoms (asymptomatic or 

presymptomatic).

“This is why it remains import-

ant for people to stay home as 

much as possible and only go out 

for essential trips,” according to 

the statement.

Important Points About 

Cloth Masks and Face Cov-

erings

• They should cover your nose 

and mouth.

• They can be worn when 

out in public where you may be 

near people like grocery stores or 

pharmacies.

• They are not a substitute for 

social distancing. People should 

still keep 6 feet of distance and 

stay home to the greatest extent 

AppHealthCare, ARHS share guidance on cloth masks, face coverings
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BOONE — As experts try to 

predict when COVID-19 cases will 

peak in North Carolina, health 

officials urge the public to continue 
practicing social distancing — and 

one scorecard says Watauga resi-

dents are heeding the advice.

AppHealthCare Health Di-

rector Jennifer Greene spoke to 

the Watauga County Board of 

Commissioners on April 7 during 
a virtual meeting. According to 

Greene, a report was shared on 

April 6 with the N.C. legislature 

and state emergency management 

officials that indicated the state 
could see a peak of the pandemic 

on or near April 22.

The University of Washington’s 

Institute for Health Metrics cre-

ated a tool to evaluate COVID-19 

projections, which as of April 7 
indicated that North Carolina 

was only six days from a peak of 

resource use on April 13, and eight 

Social distancing 
urged as officials 
plan for COVID-19 

peak in NC
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