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BOONE — As Watauga ap-

proaches three weeks before 

public schools are scheduled to 

open for in-person instruction, 

school officials continue ham-

mering out details of how school-
ing may operate.

School 
planning a 

moving target
Officials confronted 

with changing guidelines
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BOONE — Due to ongoing issues from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Back 2 
School Festival has announced that this 

year’s event will be drive-thru only. The 
2020 Back 2 School Festival will be held 
at Watauga High School over two days; 
Friday, Aug. 7, and Saturday, Aug. 8, with 
each school being assigned a specific time 
for their families to come pick up supplies.

The schedule is as follows:
FRIDAY, AUG. 7

• 9-10:30 a.m. Green Valley

• 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Mabel/Park-

way
• 1-2:30 p.m. Bethel/Blowing Rock

• 3-4:30 p.m. Cove Creek/Two Rivers
SATURDAY, AUG. 8

• 9-10:30 a.m. Hardin Park (Last 

names A-K)
• 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Hardin Park 

(Last names L-Z)
• 1-2:30 p.m. Valle Crucis/Home 

School

• 3-4:30 p.m. Watauga High

For the safety of children, families and 
volunteers, the school building will not 

be open, and families will pick up their 
supplies in a drive-thru fashion. Students 
are not required to attend the festival with 

their parent/guardian; representatives 
from each Watauga County school will be 
present at their school’s assigned time to 
check in and register attendees. In order 
to serve everyone in a timely and efficient 

Back 2 School Fest will be drive-thru event Aug. 7-8
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BOONE — Differences over the 
purpose and process for a July 
21 meeting between Black stu-

dents at Appalachian State and 

university administrators left 
the students feeling “silenced 

in a manner we have never seen 
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RALEIGH — Restaurants in 

North Carolina will be restricted 

to selling alcoholic beverages to 

no later than 11 p.m. starting this 
Friday, July 31, Gov. Roy Cooper 
announced in a media briefing 
on COVID-19 on July 28. State 
law usually allows sales until 
2 a.m.

The governor cited a tendency 
in later hours for restaurants to 

function more as bars, with less 
of a tendency to observe proto-

cols such as social distancing, 

also noting that the move is 
necessary as case numbers have 
risen among young people.

“We’re hoping this new rule 
can drive down cases – partic-

ularly in young people,” Cooper 
said.

The governor’s office released 
a statement on Tuesday, July 28, 
regarding the curfew on alcohol 

sales.
“With actions to slow the 

spread of COVID-19 beginning 

to have impact, Governor Roy 
Cooper is doubling down on pre-

vention measures with Executive 

Order 153 stopping the sale of 
alcoholic drinks in restaurants, 

breweries, wineries and distill-

eries at 11 p.m. North Carolina 
bars that are currently closed 
will remain closed,” the state-

ment reads in part.
“Slowing the spread of this 

virus requires targeted strategies 

that help lower the risk of trans-

mission,” Cooper said. “This will 
be particularly important as col-
leges and universities are sched-

uled to start, bringing people all 

over the country to our state. We 
have seen case numbers increase 
among younger people, and 
prevention is critical to slowing 

the spread of the virus.”
This newest executive order 

will not apply to grocery stores, 
convenience stores or other 

entities permitted to sell alcohol 
for off-premises consumption, 
and local governments that have 
implemented orders that end al-

cohol sales before 11 p.m. or that 
apply to other entities remain in 
effect.

As of July 28, the state has 
more than 116,000 lab-con-

firmed cases; 1,749 new cases 
since the previous day; 1,244 
people in the hospital and 1,820 
people who have died.

NCDHHS Secretary Man-

dy Cohen provided an update 

Black students 
critical of 

meeting with 
App leaders

Curfew set for alcohol sales
Governor bans  
alcohol sales  
in restaurants  
after 11 p.m. 
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Gov. Roy Cooper wears a face covering as he closes his press briefing on the COVID-19 virus at the Emergency 

Operations Center on Tuesday, July 28.
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