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RALEIGH — Gov. Roy 

Cooper announced June 24 

that due to North Carolina’s 

increasing COVID-19 num-

bers, the state will remain in 

Phase 2 of the statewide re-

opening plan for three more 

weeks, and face coverings 

will now be required to be 

worn in public.

Contingent on the state’s 

COVID-19 metrics, Phase 

2 was originally planned 

to continue until June 26, 

when Phase 3 was set to 

begin, allowing the lifting 

of more COVID-19-related 

restrictions. But Cooper and 

N.C. Department of Health 

and Human Services Sec-

retary Mandy Cohen have 

repeatedly warned in recent 

weeks that North Caroli-

na’s metrics — including 

numbers of new cases each 

day, the percentage of tests 

Face 
coverings 
mandated 

in NC
Cooper extends 

Phase 2 for three 
more weeks
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BOONE — On Tuesday, June 

23, the North Carolina Divi-

sion of Parks and Recreation 

released its final master plan 

for development at Elk Knob 

State Park after being in the 

planning process since July 

2018, according to past Watau-

ga Democrat reports, and the 

plan is open to public comment 

until July 10.

In the master plan, the ex-

ecutive summary detailing the 

park’s development states that 

“a major focus of the park is 

expansion and land acquisition 

to increase connectivity of the 

non-contiguous parcels, con-

servation of critical resources 

and to connect the (planned) 

Northern Peaks State Trail” to 

the park.

Located in both Watauga and 

Ashe counties, “the park is likely 

to implement one of the first 

sections of the planned 40-mile 

NPST that will connect the re-

gion,” the plan states.

Detailed in the plan are the 

proposed attractions to establish 

Elk Knob State Park’s recre-

ational facilities and trails, which 

include two pavilions, grills, 

picnic tables, an established sce-

nic overlook and a visitor center, 

along with environmental and 

tourism-based statistics.

One of the “top priorities of the 

plan” is to increase the size of 

Elk Knob State Park by 1.5 times 

its current size of 4,303 acres, 

in cooperation with nearby 

landowners, “for the purpose of 

Elk Knob plans unveiled

Visitor center, campground, new trails proposed

IMAGE BY N.C. STATE PARKS

This rendering of the proposed visitors center for Elk Knob State Park shows the position of the visitor center to both 

existing and planned trails.
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BOONE — Appalachian State 

could soon rename multiple 

residence halls, including two 

that students have called on the 

university to rename because 

of their namesakes’ ties to the 

Confederacy and segregationist 

policies.

Both dorms, Lovill and Hoey, 

are located on the east side of 

campus in a cluster of dorms 

near Locust Street and Hardin 

Street.

Recent protests against racial 

injustice that followed the deaths 

of George Floyd and other black 

men and women across the 

country have led to the destruc-

tion and removal of Confederate 

monuments and proposals to 

rename schools, military bases 

and other facilities named for 

Confederate or segregationist 

leaders. But the study of the 

Hoey and Lovill dorm names by 

Appalachian student and admin-

istrative groups began in earnest 

a couple of years ago.

In 2017, in the wake of the 

“Unite the Right” white nation-

alist rally in Charlottesville, 

Va., and amid growing calls for 

the removal of the “Silent Sam” 

Confederate solider statue at 

UNC-Chapel Hill, Appalachian 

Chancellor Sheri Everts formed 

the Inclusive Campus Stories 

Work Group, led by then-Pro-

vost Darrell Kruger. The group 

was charged with reviewing 

the campus’s history, including 

the names of buildings, streets, 

markers and monuments, and 

Petition seeks renaming of App State dorms
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