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BOONE — As Appalachian 

State University is nearing 

six weeks until its scheduled 

return of students for face-to-

face learning, faculty and staff 

continue to voice concerns 

App State 
administrators, 
faculty weigh 

difficult 
decisions for fall
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BOONE — A group of “concerned 

Black Mountaineers” at Appalachian 

State University wrote a letter to 

university leadership out of “deep 

concern and exasperation” with a list 

of 23 demands they seek to be fully 

implemented within the next three 

years.

Demands were broken into cate-

gories such as admissions, faculty, 

student retention and support; health 

and wellbeing of students of color; 

curriculum; change in organizational 

culture; campus culture and leader-

ship; and endowment and scholar-

ships. The group submitting the letter 

consisted of current students and re-

cent alumni who have served in some 

leadership capacity on the university’s 

campus under the name of Black at 

App State.

The demands ranged from calls for 

mandatory bias training for all faculty 

or staff; the hiring of professionals 

who are Black and others of color in 

roles such as university counselors, 

coaches, faculty, staff and administra-

tion; the drafting of a plan from uni-

versity athletics to “end the exploita-

tion of Black student-athletes” and the 

institution of more initiatives in the 

Intercultural Student Affairs office.

“We have attended every town hall, 

been a member of every committee, 
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BOONE — The Appalachian 

State University Board of Trust-

ees voted unanimously to pass a 

resolution of 

confidence in 
the leadership of 

Chancellor Sheri 

Everts during a 

special confer-

ence call meeting 

held July 6.

“Whereas, the 

COVID-19 global 

App State 
trustees 
express 

confidence 
in Everts

Sheri Everts
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T
he town of Boone 

announced on July 7 

that after serving in an 

interim capacity, Andy 

Le Beau has been promoted to 

chief of the Boone Police Depart-

ment effective July 4.
Le Beau stepped into the 

interim position in May after 

the retirement of former chief 

Dana Crawford. Boone Town 

Manager John Ward said that 

Le Beau has served the town 

well for 18 years, and has risen 

through the ranks.

“As interim chief, he has suc-

cessfully led the Boone Police 

Department through times 

that have greatly impacted our 

town, our state and our na-

tion,” Ward said. “It was clearly 

evident during the nationwide 

selection process that Chief Le 

Beau is a standout in the law 

enforcement community and is 

clearly the best fit to lead the 

Boone Police Department into 

2020 and beyond.”

Le Beau said he wanted to 

thank Ward and the Boone 

Town Council for his appoint-

ment to the position. He also 

thanked Crawford for his years 

of service as well as the staff 

and officers at the department.

“I have had the pleasure of 

being heavily involved with 

recruiting, hiring and over-

seeing training for most of our 

officers,” Le Beau said. “Our 

young officers have a great 

heart to serve and are guard-

ians of our community. We also 

have a top-notch group of more 

seasoned officers in leader-

ship roles that are working to 

develop the younger officers 

Black students, alumni demand changes at university
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Bailey Gardin, an Appalachian State University student, 

speaks during a June 25 virtual town hall.SEE CHANGES ON PAGE 3

Police hire is official

le Beau is new Boone Police chief
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Andy Le Beau — now serving as the Boone Police chief — high fives Hardin Park students in 2018.
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