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TODAY TO REQUEST A FREE DELIVERY

 IN WATAUGA COUNTY

BY GARY D. ROBERTSON
Associated Press

RALEIGH — North Carolina will 

need more widespread COVID-19 

testing, extensive efforts to track 
down people in contact with the 
sick and slowed case and hospital 
rates before movement and com-

merce restrictions can ease, Gov. 
Roy Cooper said on Wednesday.

Cooper, who must decide soon 
what to do with a stay-at-home 

order that expires April 29, also 

warned that any improvements for 

businesses and the public will be 
incremental, and could be turned 
on and off like a dimmer switch, 

depending on the data.
“I know the changes that we’ve 

all made in our lives seem to have 

happened very quickly,” Cooper 
said at a media briefing, but “un-

doing those changes won’t happen 
as fast. To protect our health and 
long-term economic prosperity, we 
have to act with care, rather than 
haste.”

The governor said any “new nor-

mal” could include partially-full 
restaurants and concerts and 
sporting events without audiences 
in the name of social distancing 
and safety. And residents most 

Cooper: Easing of state restrictions will be incremental

TRAVIS LONG/THE NEWS & OBSERVER VIA AP

Gov. Roy Cooper speaks during a briefing on North Carolina’s coronavirus 

pandemic response at the NC Emergency Operations Center, Wednesday, 

April 15, in Raleigh.

BY KAYLA LASURE
kayla.lasure@wataugademocrat.com

A
n initiative that 

started in Boone 

with an original 

goal of packing 
100 food boxes for service 
workers temporarily laid off 
due to COVID-19 has grown to 

just under 900 boxes of food 

with the potential to launch in 
other locations.

Ransom Pub, Wine to 

Water and Vincent Properties 
partnered together to launch 
CARE.BOX — an initiative 
that gives boxes of food and 

hygiene products to local 
service industry workers. 
With one week of planning, 
the three partners launched 
its first CARE.BOX pickup 
and put together 400 boxes of 

food for the community.
Booneshine co-owners 

Tim Herdklotz and Carson 
Coatney heard about CARE.

BOX and reached out to the 
project’s leaders to express in-

terest for Booneshine employ-

ees. The business is running 
at a fraction of its typical op-

eration since it’s only able to 
offer to-go options. In CARE.
BOX’s first week, Herdklotz 
said he and Coatney picked up 
40 boxes and brought them to 

Booneshine for employees to 

pick up.

36,000 meals provided

Business, volunteer effort to help laid-off workers expands to other communities
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Harmony Blue and Jack White place food items in a box for the CARE.BOX initiative.
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BY ABBY WHITT
abby.whitt@mountaintimes.com

BOONE — In a press conference 
on April 15, Gov. Roy Cooper said 
that statewide restrictions will not 
be lifted all at once, but instead 
will be incrementally eased as the 
state “enter(s) a new normal.” He 
said officials will focus on key areas 
surrounding COVID-19 testing, 

tracing and trends before the state 
fully reopens.

Cooper added that in order to 

focus on testing, tracing and trends 
of the virus, health facilities across 
the state need to increase their sup-

plies, lab capacities and working 
personnel.

AppHealthCare, the Appala-

chian District Health Department, 
has not hired additional people 

as part of its response effort, but 
it is actively considering the best 
way to add capacity as it continues 
participating in statewide efforts to 
respond to the pandemic, accord-

ing to Melissa Bracey, director of 
communications.

“The staff is lean. We are able 
to meet our challenges today, but 
without a doubt, the demand often 

outweighs the additional capaci-
ty that is so critical for everyday 

AppHealthCare 
plans for 

‘new normal’
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their quarantine time creatively.  
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