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BOONE — The Paul H. Broyhill 
Wellness Center is currently in 
the process of being re-imagined 
to serve the community, which 
includes removing the lap pool.

Rob Hudspeth, senior vice 
president for system advance-
ment at Appalachian Regional 
Healthcare System, said for the 
past three years, the health care 
system has been in the process of 
revitalizing all of its facilities and 
services to prepare for growth 
in the coming decades, which 
included the Wellness Center.

“Since the county announced 
that they were going forward 
with the recreation center, we’ve 
been contemplating what that 
means for the future of the Well-
ness Center, especially being that 
they’re a block apart,” Hudspeth 
said.

One of the biggest changes 

Wellness Center to see changes

Broyhill Center closing lap pool, other adjustments to be made
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The Paul H. Broyhill Wellness Center will see future changes including the filling in of the lap pool.
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The Paul H. Broyhill Wellness Center is located at 232 Boone Heights Drive, Boone.
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HIGH COUNTRY — Mountain-
True, an environmental organi-
zation based in the Southern Blue 
Ridge, announced June 2 that their 
Watauga Riverkeeper installed 
Boone’s first Trash Trout in Win-
kler Creek along the Greenway 
in partnership with the town of 
Boone.

The Trash Trout Jr. is a passive 
litter collection device that catches 
debris floating down a waterway 
for removal. A large cage with a 
wide mouth that floats on pon-
toons, the Trash Trout is installed 
in creeks and streams where it 
prevents trash from entering main 
waterways. MountainTrue says that 
large pieces of trash and plastic are 
trapped inside the Trash Trout, 
while smaller organic matter passes 
through and other aquatic wildlife 
pass below the device.

An Asheville-based environmental 

Watauga Riverkeeper installs Trash Trout
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George Santucci and Andy Hill pose with the Trash Trout Jr. in Winkler Creek.
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RALEIGH — The North Caroli-
na House of Representatives has 
sent a bill to the North Carolina 
Senate that ends the $300 extra 
a week in federal unemployment 
relief that ends Sept. 6.

Senate Bill 116 — or the “ Put-
ting North Carolina Back to Work 
Act” — passed the House on June 
3 with a vote of 71-36. Rep. Ray 
Pickett (R — Watauga) spoke on 
the House floor in favor of the bill.

“Folks in my district, they need 
people to fill jobs,” Pickett said. 
“The jobs are there. We’ve started 
our tourism season and many of 
our businesses can’t open because 
they do not have employees. 
Those jobs were filled before the 
pandemic started. Those same 
jobs are there, so we need to pass 
this bill so those people can go 
back to work.”

Pickett said employers in his 
district are offering $12 to $15 an 
hour for people to work for them, 
but the businesses haven’t been 
able to fill those jobs.

Sen. Deanna Ballard (R — 
Watauga) voted in the original 
Senate Bill 116 in support of using 
the federal $300 supplement as a 
back-to-work bonus, but said she 
would support the House version 
of Senate Bill 116.

“The reality is that so many of 
our businesses are facing a short-
age of workers, due in part to the 
federal supplement,” Ballard said. 
“The General Assembly is trying 
to find solutions to this labor 
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BOONE — The North Carolina 
Department of Labor and the 
Watauga County Sheriff’s Office 
are investigating the May 31 death 
of an employee at the Hound Ears 
Club.

According to the WCSO, they 
were dispatched to Hound Ears at 
10:47 p.m. on May 31 in reference 
to a missing person.

“It was reported that a mainte-
nance employee had not clocked 
out of work for the day, and no 
one was aware of his location,” 
the WCSO said in a statement.

Deputies were directed to 1860 
Hickory in Boone by Hound Ears 
security, according to the WCSO, 
where they found the employee, 
Robert G. Presnell, 47, of Linville, 
dead.

The Hound Ears Club, a private 
living community with a golf 
course and other amenities, 
released a statement the next day, 
where they described the death as 
a “work-related accident” and said 
they were working with investiga-
tors to determine the cause.

According to NCDOL Public In-
formation Officer Natalie Bouch-
ard, preliminary information 

WCSO releases 
information 

about death at 
Hound Ears

SEE DEATH ON PAGE 2A
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